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Salgon, July 351, 1997

My deax Senontor,

It has been a lon,, tiue siuce L heard {romn you
last. I have recently com-ieted my oodwill tour of
Southeast Asian countries, wiich has l:sted nearly turee
months. During thls tour, I hind the opportunity to meet
zany readers and people of this arca, and it is really a
pleasurc for ..¢ now to wrile and coswunicate to you the
izpressions I have aod during the trip.

iy raecent tripn to the Southeast Asian countries
has touoht ae muen about the fears of those newly reco-
L found that there arc ot le:st tharece
rcasoas that have pushed scveral sations in this crea to

vered naticas.

tane the "aeutral® sosition, whica undoubtedly is denee-
ficiil to tie Cousvunists, wne harnful to tac rrac world.
These three reasons are ¢ one, Lhe Gou.unist
thareat; two, btihe threat of olu imserinlisa walca is tie
re~cnlry of Jajanese power in this areaj threc, the doubt
of the scontaneity of thue Frec ilations to co.ue to their
rescue in case bthelr indepondence and existonce are

nen:cede

The Coununist danger is an open facte The seven
ye.rs olG ogoression in gorca, the partition of Vietnan,

. the brtternesses cxperienced in China, and the many other
disturbances ciused oy the Reds in almost every place in
the world, have sufticed to awvake the people of t¢ IFree
«orld, ami sake thien clearly sec tne true tace of Cowaue
aisi. Wae #ree world is nov woll avare of the dauger of
Co.munig8i expansion, and fortunately beging to adopt a
more firm position against ite This has been proved vy
tne recent deecision of introduciay medorn we:2ons into
tne kepunlic of Korea and the move of the Usie Coonaand
tendquartors to the actual batitlegrouand. Horeovar, your
scerctary of State John Ioster bulles uus clesrly condenn-
cd ked Ciuinn, in a recent stoteucut, still as an ag ressor.
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I believe the Comsunist advance in this ares has
been ciiecked. Tie win question now is wien the Free
world will couster-atiack to regain the lost ; rounds and
to totally vise the Comuunist threat off this wrea.

It is tisne for us to take a counter~offensive, and to
thet surpose, the Repuolic of Korea and U.l. arsmed forces
in Korea on oune a=ng, the Ke.uvlie of laticaalist Chin:
forces on the otner hand, are ready for action.

The seeoud threat, a no less dan ervus one which
is wenacling, the indeyendence of the newly recovered nations
in this area, is th: re-cniry of the Ja.ancse iagerialis-
tic powar.

As fur as dapanese dan or is councerned, the
Aserican {ricnds often wisuaderstand the Korean positlois
They taink that the Korew woraings on Ja.anese iascrialis.s
is shewied oub from the ..st natred occasioned by the long
yeurs of Jdapanesc dowmination over Korca. This is not the
truths The re-entry of vasanesce imperialist .over is a
natter of serious concern not only to Korea, but to aull
Asiaes Tho peosle of this urca have for a lomn tine suffer—
ed uider colonial rule. They nate to be dominated n,ain
by any oth.r sower. Ior thca, the coionislism is not only
represented tae wiite men's colo ial rule, vut also and
chielly by the old Ja_anese im.crialisa under w:ich they
nave suitered most.

I feel ooliged to warn our oo0d fricends ol the
seontiaent of the Asian leaders and people with regards
ol davail.

It is very regrettoble ikt Jajan will ol awalks
fros tne old inucrialist dreawa of "Co-Prosperity Spherc®.
It is also very strange to us that the U.S.A., ns leader
ol the antiecolonialism, is now tryin,. to introduce into
Lav under=develo.ed Soutieast Asia o wore cruel Jaancse
colonial sower.
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Time Magazine of July I pointed out that Kishi's
project would make Japan the political and economic lea-
der of Asia. I am pretty sure that no independent nation
wants to be led by another nation. Apparently, the U.S.
Government officials are formulatihg this policy in the
hope to build up Japan as the leading power in the fight
against Communism. We do not think that Japan will ever
fight against any communist; Japan Jjust wants to get
strength as rapidly as possible and then be the leader
of Asia. e hope that our good friends will not fall again
into a Japanese trap.

Japan's Prime Minister Kishi's plan for a U.S.
financed Southeast Asia Development is an insuit to all
nations in Southeast Asia, If the U,S. Government is
really going to support Kishi's plan and finance it with
U.S. dollars, it vill be a big mistake by U.3. Government.

There is another serious news; that is the U.S.
Government is planing to finance Japan with the purpose
of building up her Armory-factory and prcduce arms to
supply the Southeast Asian countries. Yrom the strategic
point of view it is unsound at all; because to put whole
Armory-factory in one nation is very vunerable for attack,
And in case of war the countries in Southeast Asia cannot
depend on so long a distance of transportation. IFurthermore,
I feel this kind of policy is to rebuild the Japanese
imperialistic military power in Asia which will undoubtedly
again threaten the very existence of Asian independent
countries. I do also believe that the strong military power
of Japan still will be the very menace t0 the security of
U.5.As The leaders of the Southeast Asian countries wish
to have the Armory~factories in their own soil in order
vo nmeet the combat-readiness for their own armies. To depend
on Japan for arms is unthinkable.

In ny opinion, the danger vhich represents Japan
to Southeast Asia is even greater than the Communist one,
because the latter, being an open fact, is not supported
by Your Government.

I am certain that your Governmentis support of
Japan to become a leading nation in Southsast Asia has
much discouraged the Asian peoples and also receives dismay
from the French and British friends. D!
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As far as the third point is concerned, the doubt
of the good intention of western help can be dissipated by
a harder work from the Free Nations, especially from the
U.Se to gain the real understanding of the people in this
area and to better know the aspirations of their leaders.
Your non-colonialist policy and good intention to help
snould be clearly displayed, and your assistance should 0
directly to them. What those newly recovered nations hope
is that the western leading democracies willlassist them to
solve their long-standing economic difficulties. The appeal
of these countries should not be neglected, and assistance
and aid should be forwarded to those countries to help them
gradually develop themselves.

I wonder if my modest idea would coincide, in
certain points, with your opinion. In any case, please be-
lieve, my dear Senator, whatever that has been said above
come frankly from a friend whose wain aim has always been
the full development of the United States! grandour and
Korea's sovereignty.

In deep appreciation of your continued efforts
toward the welfare of the people of the Free Vorld,
I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Choli Duk Shin
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary of the Republie
of Korea to Vietnam.

The Honorable
William F. Knowland
Senate Office Building
ilashington 29, D.C, U, S, A.



