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Summary:

In this document, the "father" of the first Soviet nuclear bomb, Igor Kurchatov, asks the
chief of the Soviet ministry of energy, Pervukhin, to help demobilize the Ukranian
physicist Veniamin Kelman, who was a fellow of UIPhT before the war. In this note
Kurchatov writes about the high quality of the Ukrainian nuclear scientist and about his
importance for the development of the Soviet nuclear program. This document once
again demonstrates that Ukraine played a significant role in the Soviet military nuclear
program.
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3anuncka W.B. Kyp4aTosa M.I. [epByxunny
«0O HeobxoommocTn aemobunnsasa B.M. KenbmaHa»

1 anpens 1943 r.
CoBepLIeHHO CeEKPETHO

B JTabopaTopun npodl[eccopal JlaHre B YKpanHCKOM (PU3NKO-TEXHNYECKOM
WHCTUTYTE A0 BONHbI paboTan Hay4HbI cOTpyaHUK KenbMaH BeHnamunH MonceeBuny -
OYeHb TaJlaHTJ/IUBbLIA YeNoBeK, KaHAnAaT PU3nko-MmaTemMaTnyeckKmnx Hayk. MNpu
06bABNEHNN BOWHbI T. KenbMaH 6b11 npu3BaH KaraHOBUYECKMM PailBOEHKOMAaTOM T.
XapbKoBa 1 cernyvac HaxoauTcsa B psagax KpacHom apmMuun, SBAASCL Maaglnm
nenTeHaHTOM BOMHCKoOM YacTu Ne 43053, pacnosioxkeHHOW B NyHKTe KepMuHe
Y36ekckon ACCP [1].

Mpod[eccop] JlaHre He UMeeT cenyac HM OAHOr0 COTPYAHMKA, 1 JlabopaTopusa [2]
BblAensieT emMy ANs yckopeHus paboTbl ABYX COTPYAHMKOB nNpod[eccopal KnkonHa -
TT. CuMoHeHKo 1 MNMonskoBa. ToB. CUMOHEHKO U T. [MoN19KOB B AaJibHENLLEM OOJIXKHbI
ObITb NepeBeaeHbl Ha Apyryto paboTy, U B CBA3M C 3TUM BCTaeT He0b6Xo4MMOCTb
obecnevyeHuns kagpamn paboTbl, Begyuiencs npodleccopom] JlaHre.

T. KenbMaH, SBASSCb NCKOYNTENBHO CMOCOOHLIM 1 yMenbiM paboTHUKOM, Mor 6bl
OblTb peKoMeHA0BaH B Ka4ecTBe NoMoLLHMKa npod[eccopa] NlaHre.

B cBfA3M ¢ 3TM npowy Bac nognucaTb NNCbMO 3aM[ecTuTento] HapkoMa 060pOoHbI T.
LLlageHko, copep>kallee npocbby 06 oTKoMmaHOnpoBaHun T. KenbMaHa B
pykosoaumyto MHou JlabopaTopuio [3]. ToB. KesfibMaH AOJ/IKeH [0 BCTPeyu C
npod[eccopom] JlaHre B CBepO10BCKe nNpuexaTb B MOCKBY A1 MOJyHEHUS
WHCTPYKLNNA.

3aB[enyowmin] JlabopaTopuen npod[eccop] V. KypyaToB
1.04.43r.

[1] Tak B BOoKyMeHTe: cnenyeT: Y3beckekon CCP.

[2] Peyb npet o JlabopaTtopum Ne 2.

[3] B.M. KenbmaH 6b11 femobunmsosaH TonbKO B fekabpe 1945 r. n Havan paboTaTb
B JIOTHU.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Note of I.Kurchatov for M. Pervukhin "On the Necessity of Demobilizing V.M. Kelman."
1 April 1943. Top secret.

Academic employee Kelman Veniamin Moiseevich worked until the war in Professor
Lange's Laboratory at the Ukrainian Institute of Physics and Technology. He is a very
talented man, PhD in Physics and Mathematics. Following the declaration of war,
comrade Kelman was mobilized by the Kaganovich military commissariat of
Kharkov-city and is now in the Red Army, serving as a junior lieutenant of the military
unit No. 43053 which is located in Kermin village in the Uzbek Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic[j].

Professor Lange has not one research fellow, and the Laboratoryf[ii] allocates him two
of professor Kikoin's fellows - comrades Simonenko and Polyakov -- to accelerate his
work. In the future, comrade Simonenko and comrade Polyakov should be transfered
to other jobs, and therefore Professor Lange will need human resources.

Comrade Kelman is a very skillful research fellow, and he could be recommended as
an assistant to Professor Lange.

Taking this into account, | ask you to sign a letter to Deputy of the People's
Commissar of Defense comrade Shchadov which will contain a request to send
Kelman to the my laboratoryJjii]. Before meeting with Professor Lange in Sverdlovsk,
Comrade Kelman should come to Moscow to receive instructions.

Head of the Laboratory Professor |. Kurchatov
1 April 1943

[i] The correct name is Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic [note by editors of Atomic
Project of USSR"].

[ii] This means Laboratory No.2 in Moscow [note by editors of Atomic Project of
USSR"].

[iii] V.M. Kelman was demobilized only in December 1945 and started to work in LIPhT
(Leningrad Institute of Physics and Technology) [note by editors of Atomic Project of
USSR"].
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