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DELEGATIA ROMANA LA SESTIUNEA

XXI-A A ADUNARII GENERALE ONU STRICT SHCRET

NOTA DE CONVORBIRE

Ia 30 septembrie 1966, Corneliu Mé&nescu, ministrul
afacerilor externe al Republicii Social iste Roménia, a primit
la sediul Misiunii roméne pe Arthur Goldberg, ambasador, re-
prezentantul permanent al Statelor Unite ale Americii la ONU. ;
Ia convorbire au fost de fatd Mircea Malita, adjunct al mini- '
strului afacerilor externe, gi John A.Baker, consilier supe-

f

i

i

rior al Misiunii permanente a S.U.A. la 0.N.U. A fost prezent !
S8.Celac, secretar IIT in M.A.E,

Convorbire a durat 45 de minute, ‘

La inceputul convorbirii, Corneliu Ménescu s remarcat i
cé, desi ambassdorul Goldberg nu a venit in Roméinia conform :

comunicdrii fdcute In luna august a.c.,are acum ocazia si-1 k
intilneascd tot pe teritoriul roménesc, In localul Misiunii
permanente a Roméniei la O.N.U.

A.Goldberg a explicat pe larg modul in care a fost
conceputd si cum a evoluat inmitiativa sa de a vizita unele
tari pentru a realiza un schimb de pdreri in problema vietna-—
mez#, precum $i motivele care au determinat anularea acestei
c8litorii, In urma unei discutii aprofundate, presedintele

£
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Johnson a hotdrit si-1 trimitd pe ambaszdorul Goldberg in
calitate de emisar personal la Varsovia, Bucuresti, Belgrad
si Sofia. A.Goldberg a {inut si accentueze cd alegerea capi-
Talelor nu a fost intimpldtoare, £iind vorba numai de '"unele
$1 anumite" tdri socialiste. Nu se avea in vedere gi o opri-
re in U,R.5.5., deoarece partea sovieticd fécuse cunoscut
incd dinainte ci nu este dispusd sd poarte convorbiri la Mos-
cova la alt nivel decit prin canalele diplomatice obignuite.
Referindu-se la r#dspunsurile primite la tatonsdrile
efectuate pe 1lingd guvernele respective, A.Goldberg a subli-
niat cd rdspunsul Roméniei a fost cel mai prompt si singurul
net pozitiv gi a exprimet mulfumiri cordiale pentru atitudi-
nea plind de bundvointd si intelegere a guvernului romdn, Un
rdspuns favorabil, desi cu o oarecare aminare, s-a primit gi
din partea Bulgariei. Ministrul polonez A.Rapacki a comunicat
cd preferd sd discute aceastd problemd la New York cu ocazia
venirii sale la sesiunea Adun8rii generale, iar presedinfele
Tito a explicat cd in perioada respectivd are un program de
vizite extrem de incdrcat., Din cauza prelungirii tratativelor
de la Geneva, privind spatiul cosmic, pind la mijlocul Junii
august $i intrucit rdspunsurile guvernelor respective nu au.
fost cunoscute decit in preajma datei de 1 septembrie, 4.
Goldberg a fost nevoit s& renunte la cdldtorie, avind in ve-
dere i inceputul dezbaterilor in cadrul Comsiliului de Se-
curitate, precum $i necesitatea pregdtirii apropiatei sesi-
uni @ Adundrii generale. Ambasadorul american a declarat ca ar E
£i intreprins bucuros cédldtoria chiasr daca ar fi fost vorba
numai de Rom8nia, dacd nu ar fi survenit elemente majore care
au impiedicat realizarea acestui deziderat. Totugi, in cazul
cind guvernul romén va considera cid ar fi posibil §i oportun
s# primeascd vizita sa, el ar fi gata si vind in Romfnia dupd
terminarea actualei sesiuni a O.N.JU.
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A.Goldberg a afirmat c# intelege pe deplin semnifica-

%la si valoarea gestului de bundvointd al guvernului romén de
8cceptare promptd a demersului american privind vizita sa si

11 considerd ca o wanifestare 51 o confirmare a politicii au-
tentic independente a Romdniei. In Statele Unite politica ori-
2inald a statului romdn se bucuri de respect gi gpreciere in
rindurile populatiei cs gi in cercurile oficiale. Ambasadorul
american a subliniast c# el este un om cu o viziune gi o concep-
Yie politic# proprie, iar in lumina opiniilor personale ferme

Pe care le are, urmidregte cu profundd simpatie si cu un inte- [
res deosebit evoluyia politicd si actiunile concrete intre-
prinse de Roménia,

Corneliu Minescu a ardtat cd in discufia pe care a
avubt-o cu smbasgdorul S.U.A. la Bucuregti, a remarcat cé, pro-
babil, A.Goldberg va fi in misurd sd prezinte cu ocazia vizitei
sale in Rom8nia unele propuneri si idei noi de naturad 88 fa=-

clliteze gi s& apropie rezolvarea justd a problemei vietname- !
Ze. ‘ )

e Sm——

|
!

Dupd informatiile de care dispune delegatia roméni,
diplomatii americani ar inelina sd interpreteze unele reactii
inregistrate dupd discursul ambasadorului Goldberg ca un in-
diciu ca ideile exprimate in acest discurs ar fi considerate
drept propuneri nol ale S.U.A. de naturd sd faciliteze regle-—
mentarea conflictului in Vietnam. Trebuie spus cu toati sin-
ceritatea cid aceasta nu este insd gi pdrerea pirt{ii roméne.

A.Goldberg a intervenit la acest punct al discutiei,
anuntind cd urmeazd sd participe si el la dineul oferit de
secretarul de stat Dean Rusk in seara zilei de 5 ocbombrie in
cinstea ministrului C.M&nescu. Avind in vedere acest lueru, ar
£i, poate, de dorit s& nu anticipeze asupra continutului co-
municdrilor pe care Dean Rusk si el personal vor avea prilejul
sd le facd in cursul discufiilor la dineu . (In acest context
A.Goldberg a subliniat cu insistent{d c8 stit Dean Rusk cit si

o/ s
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el personal au acces la aceleagi surse de informare, pdrerile
lor in aceasté problemd coincid pe deplin gi de aceea nu arx

dori sd se produci repetdri insinte de discutia ce va avea
loc in comun). '

El a sduugat céd secretarul de stat Rusk pretuiegte
contactele cu colegul siu romén si agteaptd cu interes schim-
bul de pireri pe care urmeazd si-1 aibi cu ministrul Corneliu
M&nescu, Aduinistratia suericani si personal pregedintele
Johnson acordd o mare atenfie i importantéd dezvoltdrii relatfi
ilor S.U.A. cu tarile luropei résaéritene, si in special cu
Roménia,

Corneliu iiéinescu a srdtat ci Romdnia nu este un dugman
al Statelor Unite ci, dimpotrivéd, potrivit conceptiei sale de
a Intrefine relatii normale cu toate statele, doregte sincer
88 se realizeze progrese pe calea dezvoltarii relatiilor ro-
méno-americane. Iar dacd in prezent aceste relafii se mentin
la un nivel scdzut, aceasta nu se intimpld din vina partii ro-
méne. Aceastd apreciere provine din sursa cea mai autorizati
- ea a fost fdcutd de secretarul general al Comitetului Cen—
tral al Partidului Comunist Romén, liicolae Ceaugescu, intr-o 2
declaratie mai largi rostitd chiar in cursul acestui an.

Intr-auevar, partea roméni a ardtat bundvointd, mani- %
festindu-sl dorinta de a imbunitati relatiile cu S.U.A. O de-
legatie guvernamentald roménd condus# de un vicepregedinte al
Consiliului de Minigtri a vizitat S,U.A., s-au purtat discutii
gi au fost incheiate o serie de intelegeri pe care partea ro-
ménd le-a respectat i le-a indeplinit cu strictefe. Care a
fost insd atitudinea pértii americane? Reprezgntantii de rég-

pundere ai guvernului S.U.A. au £3cut numeroase promisiuni si
au dat tot atitea asigururi care - trebule sd constatim cu
regret - nu gi-au gdsit incd expresia in fapte. In aceste con-
ditii partea roménd# se vede nevoitd s& priveascd in mod di-
ferentiat afirmatiile guvernului S.U.A., pe de o parte, si
faptele concrete, pe de altid parte. In situatia care s-a creat
se poate pune in mod logic intrebarea dacd nu cumva S,U.A.
agbeapts sd se producd o schimbare de regim in Roménia inaintm
oh
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posibil,

a fost plrini:.l.t cu pre

-5 o
de a se hot¥ri sy Purceads

la norma
mice gi comerciale. op, lizareg relatiilor ecopo-

lucrul acesta nu este 51 nu va £4

A.Goldberg g Spus céd in calitate de membru al cabi-

netului '
1131 J?hns;v)n $1 de fost membru in cabinetul lui Kenned
este 1In misuri si declare cd pentr ¥

chestiune de Principiu si inteleag
pPolitic diferit al unor tari

U tuvernul american este o
8 31 sd respecte regimul

s » C8re nu trebuie s# constituie
un obstacol in calea relatiilor lor cu S.U.A, Aceastd teza s

:t?st .afirmaté.de pregedintele Kennedy, intr-un discurs la a
°a~1‘91 redactare a participat gi A.Goldberg, iar valabilitatea
el este aceeasi si in prezent. . :

Ambasadorul american a sritat ci adm;l.nistratia SeUshs
respectd gi priveste cu intelegere procesele politice care au
loc in %érile socialiste gi este de dorit sd se adopte sceeaspl
atitudine in exswinarea realitéfilor structurale si evolufiei
interne a societa{ii americane. ° :

Trebuie luat in considerafie in primul.rind faptul c&,
dupd cum se spune, constitutia americand nu a fost conceputd
pentru a face viata comodd ramurii executive a guvernului. De
aceea neconcordanta iar uneori chiar divergengele dintre di-
feritele compartimente ale conducerii treburilor statului -
Administratia, ‘Congresul, aparatul judiciar - creea_zé Sre‘_‘tati
gl duc la tergiversdri in rezolvarea unor probleme importantg.
: In al doilea rind, trebuie spus cu toatd sincer_itatea
cd existd unele greutiyi de ordin intern generatexc:: i:::::rze
spirit a anumitor sectiuni ale populati,ez.ljpgii:agop la ru- :
A.Goldberg, 8 relatat cd, recent, 8 t:l_-nu' e ;a a3

: de stat Rusk, un discurs in 18
gimintea secretarulul oritate din smericani de origine
mari sdundri formatd 1in maaor-idiept temsi principald necesi-
polonezd. Yiscursul, care 8VEe '

- i din résérit, nu
ii relayiilor S.U.. ‘ou FACLLS 3 & o]".one-
it decxelukr: ult entuziasm. Este adevérat cd p
a m

sé nutreascd
FE tivi aveau, poate, motive speciale
zii respecti’ | .

s
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. ; Patrie, ins# in esenty
acest fapt vine sia 1lustreze ideea cg 3

‘ 10 procesul de democra-
tizare admin?stratia anericand are uneori de infruntat senti-
mentele negative ale

: unel pérti a populatiei. De aceea, ar fi
poate mai indicat si se aprecieze atitudines administratiei
S8.U.A. nu numai dupd rezultatele concrete dbtinute, ci si

dacd a fdcut tot ce i-a stat in puting# pentru realizarea o-
biectivelor dorite de ambele parti, |

Corneliu iiinescu a remsrcat Ccd& guvernul romdn nu are

posibilitatea si se adreseze Congresului S.U.A., ci trateazi
Cu persoanele investite cu functii oficiale de stat, cu Dean"
Rusk, Arthur Goldberg stc. "Nu sintem atit de imaginativi si
Bugerdm vreo schimbare a modului dv. de lucru" - a addugat
C.Manescu, ‘

In ceea ce privegte reactiile negative ale unor piarti
ale populatiei, se constatd mai degrabi ci autorifidtille ame-
Ticane devin in prezent victimele imaginii pe care ele insele
au promovat-o despre {drile socialiste, ‘

C.Ma8nescu a ardtat céd sgteaptd cu interes intrevederes
cu secretarul de stat Dean Rusk in cadrul cireia va exista,
desigur, posibilitatea sd se facd si o trecere in revisti a
problemelor discutate cu prilejul actualei intilniri si l-a
rugat pe ambassdorul american sd transmité respectele sale
presedintelui L.B.Johnson. -

A.Goldberg a spus cd rewarca ministrului de externe
anticipeazi observatia sa finald. Chiar in cursul diminetii
a avut o intrevedere cu presedintele Johnson pe care l-a in-
format despre intilnirea prevdzutd i care l-a rugat sid trans-

. mitd salutul siu ministrului afacerilor externe al Roméniei.

'La plecare, A.Goldberg a spus pe un ton de glumi:
A . 1 1 dv. general
"V& rog s4 nu f£iyl prea sspru cu mine in discursu g

o/
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C.M8nescu g ras
cu franchete p&rerile, 1
procedeg nu sint proprii

puns cé delegatia roménj igi va exprima
nsé far§ injuréturi, deoarece asemeneg
modului nostru de a actiona.

7 octombrie 1966




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Note of Conversation
September 30, 1966

On September 30, 1966, Corneliu Manescu, foreign minister of the Socialist Republic
of Romania, received Arthur Goldberg, permanent representative of the United States
of America to the UN, at the office of the Romanian Mission. Participants in the
meeting were Mircea Malita, deputy foreign minister, and John A. Baker, senior
counsel to the permanent Mission of the U.S.A. to the UN. S. Celac, third secretary in
the MFA was also present.

The conversation lasted 45 minutes.

At the beginning of the conversation, Corneliu Manescu remarked that, although
Ambassador Goldberg had not come to Romania in conformity with the
communication made in August this year, he now has the occasion to meet everyone
on Romanian territory, in the place of the permanent Mission of Romania to the UN.

A. Goldberg explained in general terms the way in which his initiative to visit some
countries for an exchange of views on the Viethamese problem was conceived and
evolved, as well as the motives that determined the annulment of his journey. After a
detailed discussion, President Johnson decided to send Ambassador Goldberg as his
personal emissary to Warsaw, Bucharest, Belgrade and Sofia. A. Goldberg insisted on
emphasizing that the choice of capitals was not accidental, since it was a matter of
only "some certain" socialist countries. He did not consider stopping in the USSR
because the Soviet side had made it known before that it is not disposed to hold
conversations in Moscow at a high level except through the regular diplomatic
channels.

Referring to the responses received to feelers put out to the respective governments,
A. Goldberg underscored that the response of Romania was the most prompt and the
only one that was completely positive, and he expressed cordial thanks for the
attitude showing the good-will and understanding of the Romanian government. A
favorable response, although somewhat delayed, was also received from the
Bulgarians. Polish Minister A. Rapacki communicated that he preferred to discuss this
problem in New York on the occasion of his arrival for the General Assembly session,
and President Tito explained that in the respective period he had an extremely full
program of visits. Because of the prolongation of the negotiations in Geneva,
regarding space, up until the middle of the month of August, and since the responses
of the respective governments were not known except around September 1, A.
Goldberg was forced to cancel the trip, having in view also the beginning of the
debates within the UN Security Council, as well as the necessity of preparing for the
upcoming session of the General Assembly. The American Ambassador declared that
he would have happily undertaken the trip even if it had only been to Romania, if
major elements had not intervened that blocked the realization of this desideratum.
Nevertheless, in case the Romanian government considers that it would be possible
and opportune to receive his visit, he will be ready to come to Romania after the end
of the current UN session.

A. Goldberg affirmed that he understands fully the significance and value of the
gesture of goodwill shown by the Romanian government in its prompt acceptance of
the American demarche regarding his visit and he considers it a manifestation and
confirmation of Romania's policy of genuine independence. In the United States the
original policy of the Romanian state enjoys respect and appreciation among the
general population and in official circles. The American Ambassador underscored that
he is a man with his own political vision and conception, but in light of firm personal
opinions that he has, he follows with profound sympathy and special interest the
political evolution and concrete actions undertaken by Romania.

Corneliu Manescu explained that in his discussion with the U.S. Ambassador in
Bucharest, the ambassador remarked that, probably, A. Goldberg would be in the
situation of presenting some new proposals and ideas on the occasion of his visit to
Romania of a nature to facilitate and approach the just resolution of the Viethamese
problem.

According to information of which the Romanian delegation disposes, the American
diplomats were inclined to interpret some of the reactions registered after the



discourse of Ambassador Goldberg as an indication that the ideas expressed in that
discourse would be considered correctly as new proposals of the U.S.A. of a nature to
facilitate the regulation of the conflict in Vietnam. However, we must say with all
sincerity that this is not also the opinion of the Romanian side.

A. Goldberg intervened at this point of the discussion, announcing that he also would
be participating in the dinner offered by Secretary of State Dean Rusk on the evening
of October 5 in honor of Minister C. Manescu. Bearing this in mind, it would be
desirable, perhaps, not to anticipate the contents of the communications that Dean
Rusk and myself personally will have the occasion to make during the course of the
dinner. (In this context A. Goldberg underscored with insistence that both Dean Rusk
and he personally have access to the same sources of information, that their opinions
on this problem coincide fully and that he would not like to produce repetition before
the joint discussion will take place.)

He added that Secretary of State Rusk cherishes the contacts with his Romanian
colleagues and awaits with interest the exchange of opinions that he will have with
Minister Corneliu Manescu. The American administration and President Johnson
personally accord a great attention and importance to the development of U.S.
relations with the countries of Eastern Europe, and especially with Romania.

Corneliu Manescu explained that Romania is not an enemy of the United States but,
on the contrary, according to its conception of maintaining normal relations with all
states, sincerely desires that progress should be realized on the path of developing
Romanian-American relations. If at present these relations are maintained at a
reduced level, that is not the fault of the Romanian side. This appreciation comes
from the most authorized source - it was made by the General secretary of the
Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party, Nicolae Ceausescu, in a longer
declaration made last year.

Truly, the Romanian side has show goodwill, manifesting its desire to improve
relations with the U.S.A. A Romanian governmental delegation led by a vice-president
of the Council of Ministers visited the U.S.A., where discussions were held and were
concluded with a series of understandings that the Romanian side has respected and
fulfilled to the letter. What was the attitude of the American side? Responsible
representatives of the U.S. government made numerous promises and gave an equal
number of assurances that - we must note with regret - have not yet found
expression in deeds. Under these conditions the Romanian side sees the need to view
in a differentiated way, on the one hand, the affirmations of the U.S. government and,
on the other hand, concrete deeds. In the situation created the question can be
logically asked as to whether the U.S.A. is not awaiting for a change of regime to be
produced in Romania before taking the decision to proceed with the normalization of
economic and commercial relations. But this is not and will not be possible.

A. Goldberg said that as a member of the Johnson cabinet and as a former member of
the Kennedy cabinet, he is in a position to declare that it is a question of principle for
the American government to understand and respect the different political regimes of
countries, which must not constitute an obstacle in the path of their relations with the
U.S.A. This thesis was affirmed by President Kennedy, in a speech edited with the
participation of A. Goldberg, and it has the same validity at present as well.

The American ambassador explained that the U.S. administration respects and views
with understanding the political processes that have taken place in the socialist
countries and it is desirable that the same attitude be adopted in examining the
structural realities and internal evolution of American society.

In the first place, the fact that, as they say, the American Constitution was not
conceived in order to make life comfortable for the executive branch of the
government must be taken into consideration. Given that the lack of concordance
and sometimes even divergence among the different compartments of the leadership
of the affairs of state - the Administration, the Congress and the judicial apparatus -
creates difficulties and leads to delays in the resolution of some important issues.

In the second place, it must be said with all sincerity that there are some difficulties
of an internal order generated by the mood of certain sections of the population. As
demonstration, A. Goldberg related he recently gave a speech at the request of

Secretary of State Rusk to a large gathering formed in the majority by Americans of



Polish origin. The speech, which had as its principal theme the necessity of
developing U.S. relations with the countries of the East, was not received with very
much enthusiasm. It is true that the respective Poles had, possibly, special motives
for nourishing some dissatisfaction towards their old fatherland, however, in essence
this fact illustrates the idea that in the democratic process the American
administration sometimes had to confront the negative sentiments of a part of its
population. Given that, it would be more indicated to appreciate the attitude of the
U.S. administration no only on the bases of concrete results obtained, but also of
whether it did all that stood in its power in order to realize the objectives desired by
both sides.

Corneliu Manescu remarked that the Romanian government does not have the
possibility to address the U.S. Congress but only to treat with the persons invested
with official state functions, with Dean Rusk, Arthur Goldberg, etc. "We are not so
imaginative as to suggest any changes in the way that you work" - C. Manescu
added.

Regarding the negative reactions of some part of the population, it can be noted that
the American authorities become at present the victims of the images that they
themselves have promoted about the socialist countries.

C. Manescu explained that he awaits with interest the interview with Secretary of
State Dean Rusk in the framework of which, certainly, there will be a possibility to
pass in review the issues discussed in the current meetings and he requested the
American ambassador to transmit his respects to President L. B. Johnson.

A. Goldberg said that the remark of the foreign minister anticipates his final
observation. Even in the course of this morning he had an interview with President
Johnson in which he informed him about the upcoming meeting and the President
requested him to transmit his greetings to the foreign minister of Romania.

On departing, A. Goldberg said in a jocular tone: "Please do not be too harsh with me
in your general speech at the U.N."

C. Manescu responded that the Romanian delegation would express its opinion
frankly, but without insult or injury, because such procedures are not appropriate to
our mode of action.

The interview developed in a good, working atmosphere.

October 7, 1966



