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STENOGRAMA

Primirii 1ag tovardsul Ion Gheorghe Maurer a
ministrului de externe al Olandei, Joseph Luns,
(13 ianuarie 1967)

Au participat tov. Corneliu Ménescu, tov. George Elian,

ambasadorul Romaniei 1a Haga i Joost B,Haverkorn van Rijsewijk,
ambasadorul Olandei la Bucuregti,

Discugiile au inceput la ora 17,50 gi au durat o ori,

Tov, Ion Gheorghe Maurer

Sinte{i multumit de modul cum se desfédgoard vizita dv,
in Roménia ?

D1, Joseph Luns

Sint foarte multumit gi sint recunoscitor guvernului roméin
$1i ministrului afacerilor externe pentru cinstea ce mi-au ficut-o
de a ma invita in frumoasa dvs. {ari,

Trebuie s& vd spun cd si in Olanda se urmdregte cu mare
atenyie politica de apropiere intre toate tdrile Europei, promo-
vatd in mod consecvent de Romé&nia, Aceste eforturi sint urmirite
cu simpatie si intelegere in tara noastri,

Cred ca trebuie sd intdrim in primul rind relatiile noastre
economice, Pentru moment, ele sint modeste, In primele nouid luni
ale anului 1966, afi exportat in Olanda mérfuri de cireca 20 mi-
lioane de florini, adicd 70 milioane lei 81 noi se pare ci am
exportat ceva mal mult, deoarece existd unele diferente de cifre
intre statisticile noastre gi ale dv, Aceasta este o problems
de resortul expertilor, Existd multe posibilititi de a int#ri
legdturile noastre economice. Dupi cum i-am spus gi domnului
Manescu, sperdm si avem in curind importuri de produse petroli-
ere din Romdnia in Olanda, o licentd fiind eliberatd in acest
sens. Noi, olandezii trebuie si exportém pentru a putea trii,
Sintem una din tirile cu cel mai mare volum de comery pe cap de
locuitor.Exporturile noastre se ridicy la cca, 7 miliarde dolari
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iar importurile 1a circa 8 miliarde dolari.

De asemenea, am luat cunogtintd de initiativa mentionati
de dl. Minescu in legdturd cu intilnirea celor 9 coautori gl
studiem problema dac n-am putea sd ne aldturdm gi noi acestei
initiative,

Pentru noi marile probleme constau, in primul rind, din
problema germani., Sintem preocupati, ca toatd lumea, gi de pro-
blema r#zboiului din Vietnam,

In problema germand, am impresia cd actualul guvern german,
care este un guvern de scurtd duratd cred, date fiind relafiile
dintre socialigti si cregtin-democrati, va face eforturi pentru
a stabili relatii mai bune cu fdrile din rds#dritul Buropei si nu
va mal pune pe primul plan, in aceeasi mésurd, problema unific#-
rii Germaniei., Noi credem c# unificarea va veni la capatul unui

; drum indelungat. Domnul Kiesinger, pe care l-am vizut la Bonn,
| mi-a repetat cd sperd sd stabileascd relatii cu farile rdsdritene.
Problema germand trebuie privitd si prin prisma relatiilor cu
Franta si am impresia cd la discufyiile ce vor avea loc la Bonn
peste citeva zile intre oamenii politici francezi gi germani, nu
va fi prea ugor, Ceea ce Franta doregte sid obyind este ca legd—-
turile dintre Statele Unite $i R.F.G, sd fie mult mai putin
strinse si dacd Franfa va insista ca Germania si urmeze politica
francezd in toate aspectele, nu stiu dacd aceastd apropiere pe
care noi o salutdm gi o sperdm, va avea loc intr-un viitor prea
apropiat.

In ceea ce privegte relafiile noastre cu Rusia, ele nu se
vor putea dezvolta pe mdsura posibilitdfilor atita timp cit va
fi rdzboiul din Vietnam,

_ Am impresia c& problema vietnamez# ar putea fi solufyionatd,
y dacd americanii ar avea garantia cd dupd un fel de dezangajare
‘ americand in Vietnam, aceeagi istorie nu se va intimpla i in
Tailanda, de exemplu, fiindc#d ei se tem c# odatd rdzboiul din
Vietnam terminat, s& fie obligati sd lupte si in alte pidryi, de
exemplu in Tailanda. Americanii susfin c# jdrile neutraliste din
Asia, care se ridicd public impotriva agresiunii americane in
Vietnam, in particular ii roagd pe americani sd nu cedese. M
gindesc, de pildd, la Birmania, Iar atunci cind americanii ii
intreabd"de ce nu spunefi acest lucru cu glas tare, el spun:

"Nu putem, deocarece vom avea nepléceri".
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Tov, Ion Gheorghe Maurer

Domnule ministru, din aceastd succinta eXxpunere z ideiler
Dve rezultd of existd multe lucruri comune intre medul Dv. de =
considera lucrurile §1 modul nostru de a gindi,

Abordind problema vietnamezd, trebuie sd recuncastem de
la inceput cd este o problemd foarte complexi. Totugi, crice
problemd trebule si fie analizatd in cadrul condigiilor chisctiwe.
bste adevirat cd americanii pot sd intre intr-o situajie similzws
91 In alte {dri din Asia gl dacd acest lucru se va produce iIm
aceleagl condifii obiective ca in cazul Vietnsmului, cred c&
americanii nu vor putea face nimic pentru a o evita. In ceea c=
privegte Vietnamul de Sud, este dupd pdrerea mea evident ci& aziz
regimul de la Saigon pe care il mentin americanii cit §i presenga |
trupelor americane sint singurele lucruri pe care to§i locuizerii
din Vietnamul de Sud doresc si le vada terminate.

Dl Joseph Luns

Existd, intr-adevdr, o mare saturagie,

Tov, Ion Gheorghe Maurer

Mai mult decit o mare saturatie, o mare uré Impesriva .
americanilor in Vietnamul de Sud (vorbesc de najoritates pepulsii-
el), gi de asemenea, o urd personald contra regimelui generelclad
Ky. Nu pot sdi vd spun dacd Vietnamul de Sud doreste comunssmal
sau alt lucru, Am vorbit cu multe persoane care cunese kine
sltuafia de acolo. BEi considerd ci simpatis pepulagied sud-wiss-
nameze pentru unificarea §irii in cadrul asctualulud regim @ia

y Vietnamul de Nord este foarte puternicdi. Un lueru de care sinos

’ slgur gl care cred cd nu poate fi contestat este insd scels <&
nicli 5% din populatia Vietnamului de Sud nu dereste pressaga
americand $1 prezenta genmeralului Ky in fruntes guwermului., In
aceste condifil, exist¥ un singur lucru inteligent de Ticut

din partea americanilor pentru & pune capit scestei stdri zefe-
ridite de lucruri gi anume, de a pirdsi Vietnamul, de = lisa
populatia sd hotdrascd ea insiigi proprias ei seartd, Dacd lueru-
rile se vor intimpla in acelasi mod im alte fari &im isia, o !
ol aceeagl solutie se va impune, decarece la urma urmelex, ' }

nimeni nu are posibilitatea ca prin tratate ssu priz alte mdj-
loace, sau prin simpla vointd & uners si impisdice w2 pepes si :
pentru soarta lul, Teama Stateler Unite de a vedea mepetimdise
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lucrurile in Tailanda sau in alte pirti poate fi reald, este
posibil ca regimul politic care conduce in momentul de fata
Tailanda s&d nu dispund de sprijinul poporului. Este foarte
Posibil cag Sprijinul pe care americanii i1 acordid acestui regim
sd nu fie suficient pentru a contrabalansa eforturile pe care

poporul le face pentru a-1 rasturna. kste o luptd care pe planul

luptei pasnice, a influentelor, poate fi acceptatd, dar care nu
este de conceput cind se transformi in luptd armatd, In ultimi
analiza, coexistenta pasnicd inseamns ci eu, in calitate de
comunist, si pot spune c& regimul Dv, nu este cel mai bun, dupa
cum aceeagl coexistentd pagnicd implicd ca dv,.,, care nu sinteti
comunist, sd puteyi si spunefi concetdfenilor Dv, cd cea mai
lare nenorocire este venirea la putere a comunigtilor, Acest
lucru nu poate s# inceteze i nu va inceta. Insi a transforma
aceasti luptd , care in ultim# analizs opune idei, influente,
Posibilitdti de a influenta opinia publicd - gi v&d asigur ci
americanii nu isi crutd mijloacele pentru a influenta opinia

publicd sd mentind un mumit regim - intr-o incercare de a mentine

prin forta armelor o anumitd stare de lucruri, la urma urmelor

nu este nici inteligent, deoarece nu este posibil, De multd vreme

am ajuns la convingerea cd este imposibil si exporti bolgevism
in virful baionetelor, Acest lucru l-a spus Lenin, Existd oameni
care nu l-au inteles bine, insi noi am avut posibilitatea sid
verificém prin experientd cid comunismul nu este o marfi de
export, mai ales cind mijloacele de a-1 transporta sint tunurile
si armele, Acelagi lucru este adevirat si in ceea ce privegte
mentinerea oricdrui alt regim, decit cel comunist, Lupta, sacri-
ficiile, eforturile pe care americanii le fac in momentul de
fatd in Vietnam sint absolut zadarnice, Acest lucru nu va duce
la nici un rezultat decit la accelerarea procesului care va

ralia integral Vietnamul de Sud la Vietnamul de Nord gi la

accelerarea acestui proces in Asia, Ceea ce americanii vor sid

impiedice prin acest r#zboi nu fac de fapt decit s&d accelereze.

Acesta este rezultatul politicii pe care o duc ei. De altfel,
vom vedea,

Din aceastd cauzd pentru relatiile dintre cele doud lagire,
ca sd folosim aceasty formuld, rdzboiul din Vietnam reprezintd

ceva care impiedici intr-o oarecare m#surd lucrurile. $i in
Eurqu

trebuie totugi sy incercdm si remediem aceastd situatie,
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Eéte © Veche idee a mea ci micile Yari au un rol mare de jucat
din acest punct de vedere, Un rol foarte mare, Va voi vorbi
deschis. Cind egti Puternic, poti s¥-yi permiti luxul de a fi
uneori lipsit de inteligent¥. Cind esti mic si slab, nu ai insx
Posibilitatea de g face acest lucru, Trebuie s fii inteligent,
cdci dacd ny e$ti inteligent si prudent, atunci platesti, si
platesti scump, Din aceastd cauzd, intr-o foarte mare misuri,
viitorul Umanitdtii va fi dictat $i hotarit de inteligentd si
Spiritul de hotdrire de care vor da dovadd micile $iri, deocarece
ele vor fi acelea care vor gisi modalitatile cele mai suple si
cele mai Convenabile, neavind desigur, forta de a le impune,
in timp ce celelalte POt sd recurgd la aceasta., Din acest punct
de vedere, actiunea acestora de a se apropia, independent de
sistemul politic, este in interesul fiecdrui popor si fiecirei
%éri, inclusiv al celor mari, Este deci in folosul tuturor de
a stringe rindurile, de a se vedea ceva mai des, de a discuta,
de a incerca si giseascs impreund ceea ce exista comun, ceea ce
este posibil sid se faci in lume, pentru a limpezi butin atmosfera
care este uneori atit de irespirabild, Acest lucru va fi rezul-
tatul, Eu nu pot sid vi spun daca eu, care sint ceva mai in
virstd, sau Dvs., vom vedea acest lucru, dar in orice caz cineva
il va vedea,

Dl, Joseph Luns

Domnule presedinte, in ceea ce spunefli Dvs. despre Vietnam
existd mult adevir, Este adevirat ci prezenfa americanilor este
impopulard in Vietnamul de Sud. Dupd pirerea mea, americanii sm
comis o gregeald. Ei au crezut ci faptul ci Vietnamul de Sud a
devenit independent $i cd America a incheiat un tratat de asisten-
%8 mutuald cu acesta va slidbi in ochii pPopulatiei locale impresia
nepldcutd a prezentei trupelor striine. Eu sin§, desigur, in
termeni buni cu americanii, insi cred ci trupele franceze eraun
mai putin impopulare decit cele americane, pentru cd francesii
foloseau mai mult asiatici, !

Am avut o intrevedere cu pregedintele Johnson care s fost é
prevézutd pentru 20 de minute, dar care a durat o ord si ceva,
in care el a vorbit o ori despre problema vietnamesd, “cest lucru
il obsedeazd, deoarece vi rog sd md credeyi, presedintele g
Statelor Unite este unul din presedinii care este cel mai pufin '
eresat, dintre pregedintii americani, de problemele de peliticd

S P i .
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externd. El mi-a Tepetat. America este gata sd recuncascy

p?porului Vietnamez o alegere liberd si regimul Pe care doregte
?a-l aiba. Numai c¥ ceea ce America doresgte este ca orice acord
1 Privinta Vietnamului s fie elaborat in jurul unei mese
Trotunde $i si dea garantia liberei alegeri pentru poporul
Vietnamesz,

Bombardamentele be care americanii le fac in Nord au
stirnig pretutindeni, inclusiv in Olanda, numeroase proteste,

Pe de altd parte insd, americanii mi-au dat lista functionarilor
$1 a particularilor sud-vietnamezi care au fost asasinati de
terorigti., Cifra este de 11.000 de persoane, care este impresio-
nantd fatd de cei vreo 800 morti facuti de bombardamente in
rindul populatiei civile din nord. Cred od sl de o parte si

de cealaltd se exagereazd cind se prezintd cazul respectiv, Dupd
pérerea mea Vietnamul de Nord ar face mai bine sd nu respingd
tratativele fadcute de {drile neutraliste si cred cd ar fi bine
sd8 dea indicaf{ii cd vrea sd discute, deoarece in momentul in
care Vietnamul de Nord ar ardta cd vrea si discute, opinia
publicd ii va fi mult mai favorabild., Primul semn de buni vointa
ar fi primit peste tot cu foarte mare satisfactie. Existd $i un
alt argument care joacd in favoarea americanilor,

Domnul D. Rusk a spus in cadrul ultimei reuniuni a NATO:
"Credefi cd dacd americanii nu-gi vor onora semniitura fatd de
Vietnamul de Sud, de Tailanda si de alte jari, ar putea sd-gi
onoreze obligatiile fatd de térile europene? Nu putem si fim
prostituafi in Asia gi fete mari In Buropa". In orice caz pro-
blema este intr-adevdr complexd, dupd cum bine ayil ardtat gi
Dvs., i am dat exemplul Birmaniei care este o {ard neutrdi, De
asemenea Malaiezia, Tailanda, Filipinele $i chiar Cambodgia,
ceea ce spun in public nu este ceea ce gindesc., Mentalitatea
asiaticilor nu este mentalitatea roménilor sau olandesilor. Noi
am fdcut aceastd experientd mai mult de trei secole $i cunocagtem
mentalitatea asiaticilor, Aceasta nu ne impiedicd s& fim de
acord cu Dv, cd trebuie si se pund capdt rdzboiului, Drept si
vé spun, eu cred cd americanii ar fi gata sii se retraga din
Vietnam, dac¥ ar avea unele indicayii c¥ nu vor trebul sd repete |
aceeagi experientd militard in celelalte giri, deocarece ]
Vietnamul, Tailanda, Malaiesia constituie cheia Extremulul i
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Orient gi este un fapt cd inainte de rézboi exista acolo
prezenya francezd, olandezd, englezd, care in prezent au dispi-
rut. In 193, sub o puternicéd presiune americand, noi am aban-
donat Noua Guinee gi am acordat dreptul de autodeterminare
acestul popor, Ulterior pregedintele Kennedy a fdcut apel la
8prijinul Olandei in Vietnam, El mi-a spus: sinteyi o tard
bogatd, avefi o oarecare experientd, aveti mijloace, de ce nu
he ajutabl pe noi care ducem, de fapt, rdzboiul vostru., Réspun- \
8ul nostru a fost ci& nu se poate concepe ca dupd ce am renunfat ;
la folosirea fortei in Extremul Orient si trimitem un batalion
pentru a interveni in rézboiul vietnamez.,

V& asigur, Domnule Pregedinte, cd si noi urmirim aceast#
problemd, care ne fréminti ca gi pe Dvs., Ea este discutatd in ’
cadrul Natiunilor Unite, in cadrul NATO gi impirtisesc totusi
speranta cd va trebui ca la un moment dat si se géseascid o
formuld care sd fie acceptabild, Acum doi ani, America nu era
dispusd s& accepte Frontul de Eliberare, Acum ei spun "sintem
gata sé-l1 acceptédm ca interlocutor, insd impreund cu celelalte
forte politice,"” Dupd cite gtim, Vietnamul de Nord este gata si
discute despre pace cu Vietnamul de Sud in momentul in care
Vietnamul de Sud va fi reprezentat de Frontul de Eliberare Na-
Yionald, Aceasta inseamnd ci vorbesc cu ei ingigi. Este ca si
cum domnul Luns ar vorbi cu domnul Luns, Ceea ce este cert este
céd Vietnamul de Nord este atit de sigur de obytinerea unei vic-—
torii finale incit nu este gata sd discute despre pace., Cred
acest lucru deoarece am vorbit despre bombardamente cu U Thant
care s-a opus din rdsputeri bombardamentelor, Nici U Thant nu
poate da vreo indicayie céd Vietnamul de Nord ar fi dispus si se
ageze la masa tratativelor indatd ce aceste bombardamente ar

) 4 inceta,

| Ayl vorbit despre marile tiri si despre micile fdri, Aveti
dreptate cd noi trebuie si fim prin natura lucrurilor mult mai
inteleptli decit marile t{&ri, Insd cred cid americanii nu-gi pet
permite s# pérdseascd Vietnamul de Sud spunind “"Descurcayi-vd
cum putefi”, de aceea trebuie si se giseascd o formuld care si
permitéd americanilor si se retragd intr-un mod onorabil, fard

o8 fie umiliyi, gi aceasta este cea mai mare dificultate.

B

gy vy o/ e




Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

7 (o

-

SeaR Rusk, pe care i} SuResEe foarte Line, MoNamara, oare este
WAul dlatre “solai™, siat in fond foarte neferiold de acent
Radei, Americanii Toloseso mijlonce materiale de heoresut.

R chelwuiese muly Bal mulv ohdar deolt in ridabolul din Coreea,

.
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‘\maﬁ-ﬂu $3 v pun o Intredare, De ce oredeil od ame=-
Dloanii siab resonadili ofnd spun odd problema vietnamesdi trebule

S} Sl rezolvatd ia condifiile asigurinii soartel Cambodgled,
Laesulul ese,

2, Joseph luns
Decarece ol se tem ol dasod problema vietnamesd va fi
Tezelvatd in condigiile pierderii prestigiulul american, nimeni
2W VR mal putes orede in tratatele pe care le-au incheiat cu
Smericanii sl ol Imtr-o =i sau alta va apare un nou front de
eliderare, Aceasta este, ored, diferenga., Risboalele de eliberare
zafionald sint considerate ca un mijloe admisibil, pe cind in
Tapt siat aigte conflicte in care gi pirile terge joacdl un rol,
Nimeni 2u va putes nega of ¢i China gi Rusia ajutd Vietnamul
de Noxd. Unii considerd cddin momentul in care afirmi ol este
un razbol de eliberare nationald, nimeni nu mai poate oblecta
ls sceasta § cred ol aceste mijloace pot fi folosite pe scard
mai largd. In cazul Tailandei, poporul este destul de fericit
sub regimul scotual. Ambasadorul nostru a fost la post in
Teilands §i poate confirma od dacd vor fi lisate in pace, aceste
§$8ri vor fi destul de linigtite. In momentul in care se va ve-
des & sistemul care a reugit in Vietnam va putea fi folosit gi
A in alte §&ri, nimeni nu va mai avea incredere in tratatele cu
> Americanii. Va fi foarte greu pentru americani dupd ce se vor

E fi retras,

Tov, Ton Gheorshe Mauver

Permitefi-ai sd pun o altd intrebare, Credeyl cd Johnson
este sincer cind spune ol este gata si pirdseascd Vietnamul de
Sud cu condifia ca si existe asigurarea cd Vietnamul de Sud ar
£i Ia stare sd sleagd in deplind libertate regimul care ii convine?
Gem se explicd atunci faptul od tot americanil sint aceia care
M* R m Vietnamului se joacd in Vietnamul de
‘Q‘“ QM? Dacd aga stau lucrurile, inseamnd

.
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Dvs, sintei prietenul americanilor,

eu sint prietenul BUL VLGl
namezilor,

In acelagi timp eu caut prietenis auericenilor gi
incerc si fac tot Posibilul pentru aceasta, deoarece sgint con-
vins ci este folositor pentru intreaga omenire, insé daci 88T~
canii consideri ci pot in Vietnamul de Sud sau in alth parte

s& hotirasci asupra regimului politic al t4rilor sau al popoa-
relor Treéspective, ei bine, americanii gregesc,

Dl. Joseph Luns

Eu cred ci daci punefi problema astfel, avefi perfects
dreptate, Pot s-o pun gi eu astfel,

Tov, Ion Gheorgge Maurer

l Trebuie vizut daci ceea ce dorim este conform cu dezvolta~
Tea obiectivd a forpelor sociale gi ag vrea s4 insist asupra
acestui lucru, deoarece in ultimi analizéd ag dori s4 dau un
aspect practic acestei conversafii, Am discutat mult cu vietna-
mezii, ii cunosc gi vi inchipuiti ci aceste discutii au avut

. Eu sint convins cd daci vietnamezii ar avea cerfitudinea

t cd poporul din Vietnamul de Sud ar putea hotidri in mod liber

soarta sa si cd americanii nu vor incerca 84 impiedice cu forfa

aceastd libertate de a-gi manifesta vointa g Poporului sud-

vietnamez, cred ci in aceasti situayie vietnamezii ar f£i dispugi
sd discute,

g Joseph Luns

Aceasta este o veste buni, domnule pregedinte, daci acest
lucru se dovedeste exact,

Tov, Ion Gheorggp Maurer

V-am spus numai ceea ce cred eu personal,
' aceastd concluzie ci totul depinde de americani,
americanii gindesc ci jucind aceasts carte a Viet

el joacd de fapt partida intregii Asii, in acest
nimic de ficut,

D1, Josep

Dar am ajuns 1a
Desigur, daci
namului de Bud,
caz nu este

Q&ﬁd'é& giqlﬁtia gindirii americane 81 vointa americanilor

de a'ﬁﬁﬁ?;&r&t&tive este un indiciu destul de favorabil. Acum
T U8 bl dieni sk, Aous sius 400,000 ameri-

Vietnam, Acesta este un mare efort, Vor spori impozitele,
i, inflatia se va declanga gi America suferd de pe

fiﬁdboi, ¢a de altfel gi poporul vietnamez, Ceea
oL
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Cé cred eu ci ar fi o condi

tie necesard este un inceput de
incredere reciprocd,

Tov, Ion Gheorghe Maurer
Acest lucr

U este greu de realizat, Eu cred - $1 acesta

este un punct de vedere cu totul personal - c& vietnamezii sint

convingi cd pot din punct de vedere militar si cistige. Dup&
Pdrerea mea in acest mod de a gindi lucrurile existd o gresali.
Eu nu cred ci ei sint capabili s& cistige o victorie militari
asupra americanilor, Insi dat fiind modul cum se duce acest
Tdzbol, el promite si facd incd multe victime, timp de mul i
ani de acum fnainte §1 americanii vor fi obligati s& cheltu-—
iascd si mai mul{i bani decit pind acum, vor pierde si mai
multi oameni decit in momentul de fa{d, fard ca acest ridzboi

S8 poatd fi terminat prin mi jloace militare.

Dl, Joseph Iuns

In aceastd privintd aveti dreptate. De altfel si america-
nii sint Imparyiti. Existd un grup de militari care este cu
totul de pdrerea Dvs., care trage concluzii destul de ingri jo-
rdtoare pe care guvernul nu pare si le impartdgeascd si alt
punct de vedere care este susyinut de Johnson.

Tove Ion Gheorghe Maurer

V& spun un lucru. Dacd rdzboiul se extinde, atunci
sansele ‘militare ale americanilor nu vor creste, ci vor scadea,
Dacd existd o posibilitate de a termina prin mi jloace militare
rézboiul, trebuie ca rdzboiul si fie limitat in Vietnamul de
Sud, Insd aceastd posibilitate nu existd in mod rezonabil,

Dl. Joseph Luns

Am intrebat pe americani de ce nu construiesc o linie
pe paralela 17 pentru a tdia Vietnamul de Nord de Vietnamul de
Sud gi mi-au spus cd nu pot face acest lucru,

Zov, Ton Gheorghe Maurer

Nu existd mijloace., Cunosc aceastd situatie si este impo-
8ibil pentru americani si taie fara in doudi, Daca escalada va
continua s$i dacd# rdzboiul se va declansa in Vietnamul de Nexd,
in China, atunci aceasta va fi o mlastind in care se vor
impotmoli cu desdvirsire deocarece, desi puterea ofensivd a
 Chinei, adic¥ forta de a ataca in afard de frontierele sale

o

oo
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Dl, Joseph Luns

Ne face si ne gindim la atacul lui Napoleon sau al
geérmanilor in Rusia,

Domnule pPregedinte, am ascultat cu mulg interes ideile
éXxpuse de Dvs, i daci fimi ingdduiti, imi voi permite si expun

atit colegilor mei din guvern cit $i altor oameni politici
punctul dvs, de vedere,

Tov., Ion Gheorghe Maurer

Faceti acest lucru deoarece cred cd gi dv. i noi servim
Cauza péacii,

D1, Joseph Luns

Problema vietnamezd ocupd toatd gindirea americand, In
cadrul ultimei reuniuni a Consiliului ministerial al NATO,
D,Rusk n-a vorbit despre pozitia francezd sau pozifia germanid
fatd de NATO i problemele europene, n-a vorbit decit despre
Vietnam,

Oamenii de stat americani sint extrem de sensibili fatd de
aceastd problemd, S& vd dau un exemplu, In parlamentul olandez
a fost prezentatd o motiune a socialigtilor care cerea america~
nilor sd inceteze bombardamentele in Vietnamul de Nord, Ameri-
canii s-au dovedit foarte ingrijorati de eventualitatea adopté-
rii acestel rezolufii redactatd in termeni duri fat¥ de ei.,
Pentru a impiedica aceastd motiune, am ficut o declarafie extrem
de puternicé. Am arditat cd guvernul olandez este foarte preocu-
pat, ca gi deputafil care propuneau moyiunea, de bombardamentele
din Vietnamul de Nord i am promis cd voi face tot posibilul
pentru a explica guvernului american ceea ce guvernul olandez
gindegte despre aceastd situatie. Insd votarea mofiunii socia-
liste ar fi mers mai departe decit intent{ia celor care au
propus-o, deoarece, in fond, poporul olandez nu are sentimente
anti-americane., Partidul catolic, ca gi liberalii gi partidele
de dreapta au votat impotriva motiunii gi camera a adoptat o
moyiune mai moderatdi care cerea guvernului si facd tot posibi-

lul pentru a contribui la rezolvarea situatiei,

./.
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V-am dat acest exemplu, pentru a vedea ci $i in tara
noastrd existd o mare preocupare fatd de problema vietnamezi,

V& sint foarte recunoscitor ci atl binevoit sd vd expuneti
punctul Dvs, de vedere,

Tov, Ion Gheorgge Maurer

Sper cd vom mai avea ocazia si ne revedem si sd discutim
problemele de interes reciproc,




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Mr. Joseph Luns: For us the big problems consist, in the first place, of the German
problem. We are also preoccupied, like the entire world, with the problem of the war
in Vietnam.

OIn the German problem, | have the impression that the current German government,
which | think is a government of short duration, given the relations between the
Socialists and Christian-Democrats, will make efforts for establishing better relations
with the countries of Eastern Europe and will not place in the forefront, to the same
degree, the problem of German unification. We believe that the unification will come
at the end of a long road. Mr. Kiesinger, whom | saw in Bonn, repeated to me that he
hopes to establish relations with the eastern countries. The German problem must
also been seen through the prism of the relations with France and | have the
impression that the discussions that will take place in Bonn in several days between
French and German political figures will not be too easy. What France desires to
obtain is that the links between the United States and the F. R. G. should be much
less close and if France will insist that Germany follows French policy in all of its
aspects, | do not know if the rapprochement that we salute and hope for will take
place in the near future.

[JRegarding our relations with Russia, they could not develop to the degree of their
possibilities so long as there is war in Vietham.

0l have the impression that the Vietnamese problem could be resolved, if the
Americans would have the guarantee that after a sort of disengagement in Vietnam,
the same history will not occur also in Thailand, for example, because they fear that
once the war in Vietnam is terminated they will be obligated to fight in other places
as well, for example in Thailand. The Americans maintain that the neutral countries of
Asia, which publicly rise against the American aggressions in Vietnam, privately beg
the Americans not to cede. | am thinking, for instance, of Burma. And then when the
Americans ask them "why don't you say that out loud," they say: "We cannot,
because we would suffer unpleasantness."

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: Mr. Minister, from this succinct presentation of your ideas
it is clear that there are many common points between your manner of considering
things and our own way of thinking.

(Broaching the Vietnam problem, we must recognize from the start that it is a very
complex issue. Nevertheless, any problem must be analyzed in the framework of
objective conditions. It is true that the Americans can find themselves in a similar
situation in other countries of Asia as well and if this happens in the same objective
conditions as in the case of Vietnam, | believe that the Americans could do nothing in
order to avoid it. Regarding South Vietnam, in my opinion it is evident that both the
regime in Saigon that the Americans support as well as the presence of American
troops are the only things that all of the inhabitants of South Vietnam wish to see
terminated.

Mr. Joseph Luns: There is, in truth, a great saturation.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: More than saturation, a great hatred against the
Americans in South Vietnam (I am speaking of the majority of the population) and,
likewise, a personal hatred against the regime of General Ky. | cannot tell you
whether South Vietham desires communism or something else. | have spoken with
many persons who know well the situation there. They consider that the sympathy of
the South Vietnamese population for the unification of the country under the current
regime in North Vietnam is very powerful. One thing about which | am certain and
which | believe cannot be contested is, however, that not even 5% of the population
of South Vietnam desires the American presence and the presence of General Ky at
the head of government. Under these circumstances, there is only one intelligent
thing to be done by the Americans in order to put an end to this unfortunate state of
affairs, and that is to leave Vietham, to let the population decide for itself its destiny.



If things happen in the same manner in other countries of Asia, | believe that the
same solution will be imposed, because in the final analysis, no one has the
possibility through treaty or through other means, or through the simple will of some
to impede a people to do what it desires or what it believes is the best for its destiny.
The fear of the United States to see a repetition of things in Thailand or in other
places may be real; it is possible that the political regime that currently rules in
Thailand might not benefit from the support of its people. It is very possible that the
support the Americans accord this regime would not be sufficient in order to
counterbalance the efforts that the people make to overthrow it. It is a contest that in
terms of peaceful struggle, of influence, could be accepted, but which is
inconceivable when it is transformed into armed conflict.

In the final analysis, peaceful coexistence means that |, as a communist, could say
that your regime is not the best, just as the same peaceful coexistence implies that
you, who are not a communist, could say to your fellow citizens that the greatest
misfortune is the coming to power of the communists. This sort of thing cannot be
stopped and it will not stop. However, to transform this struggle, which in the final
analysis opposes ideas, influences, and possibilities to influence public opinion - and |
assure you that the Americans do not spare themselves the means for influencing
public opinion to support a certain regime - into an attempt to support a certain state
of affairs through the force of arms, in the final analysis is not at all intelligent,
because it is not possible.

A long time ago | reached the conviction that it is impossible to export Bolshevism at
the tip of a bayonet. This Lenin said. There are people who have not understood this,
however we have had the possibility to verify through experience that communism is
a not an export good, especially when the means of its transportation are cannons
and weapons.

The same thing is true regarding the maintenance of any other regime. The struggle,
the sacrifices, and the efforts that the Americans make in the current moment in
Vietnam are absolutely futile. This will not lead to any result other than the
acceleration of the process of rallying all of South Vietnam to North Vietham and of
accelerating this process in Asia. What the Americans want to block through this war
they do nothing other than accelerate. This is the result of the policies that they
conduct. In any case, we will see.

(For that reason, for the relations between the two camps, to use that formula, the
war in Vietham represents something that to a certain degree impedes things. And in
Europe we must nonetheless try to remedy this situation.

(it is an old idea of mine that the small countries have a large role to play from this
point of view. A very large role. | will speak plainly. When you are powerful, you can
permit yourself the luxury of sometimes being occasionally lacking in intelligence.
When you are small and weak, however, you do not have the possibility to do this.
You must be intelligent, because if you are not intelligent and prudent then you will
pay, and you will pay dearly. Because of this, to a very great degree, the future of
humanity will be dictated and decided by the intelligence and the spirit of
decisiveness that the small countries will show, because they will be the ones who
find the most supple and most reasonable modalities, since they have not the force to
impose them, while the others can take recourse to force. From this perspective, their
actions of coming together, independent of political systems, is in the interest of each
and every people and each and every country, including the large ones. It is therefore
in the benefit of everyone to close ranks, to see each other more frequently, to
discuss, and to tray to find together what commonalities exist, what is possible to do
in the world, in order to clarify a little the atmosphere that is sometimes
unbreathable. This will be the result. | cannot tell you if I, who am somewhat older, or
you, will see this, but in any case someone will see it.

Mr. Joseph Luns: Mr. President, in what you say about Vietnam there is much truth. It
is true that the presence of the Americans is unpopular in South Vietnam. In my
opinion, the Americans have committed a mistake. They believed that the fact that
South Vietham became independent and that America concluded a treaty of mutual
assistance with it would weaken in the eyes of the local population the unpleasant
impression of the presence of foreign troops. | am, of course, on good terms with the



Americans, however, | believe that the French troops were less unpopular than the
Americans, because the French used more Asians.

0! had an interview with President Johnson that was programmed for 20 minutes, but
which lasted an hour and some, in which he spoke for an hour about the Viethamese
problem. This obsesses him, because please believe me, this president of the United
States is one of the least interested of all the American presidents in foreign policy
issues. He repeated this to me. America is ready to recognize a free election and the
regime that the Vietnamese people want to have. Only what America desires is that
any agreement regarding Vietnam to be elaborated around a round table and should
give the guarantee of free elections for the Vietnamese people.

(0The bombing that the Americans carry out in the North have provoked everywhere,
including in The Netherlands, numerous protests. On the other hand, however, the
Americans have given me a list of functionaries and particularly South Vietnamese
who have been assassinated by terrorists. The figure is 11,000 persons, which is
impressive when compared to those approximately 800 dead among the civilian
population because of the bombing in the north. | believe that both one side and the
other exaggerate when presenting the respective case. In my opinion North Vietnam
would do better not to reject the negotiation proposals made by the neutral countries
and | think that it would be good to give indications that it wants to discuss, because
at the moment that North Vietnam shows that it wants to discuss, public opinion will
be much more favorable to it. The first sign of good will would be received
everywhere with very great satisfaction. This is also another argument that plays in
the favor of the Americans.

(Mr. D. Rusk said in the last NATO reunion: "Do you believe that if the Americans did
not honor their obligation towards South Vietnam, towards Thailand and the other
[Asian] countries, that it could honor its obligations towards the European countries?
We cannot be prostitutes in Asia and proper ladies in Europe.” In any case the
problem is truly complex, just as you have shown and | gave the example of Burma,
which is a neutral country. Likewise, what Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines and
even Cambodgia say in public is not what they think. The mentality of the Asians is
not the mentality of the Romanians or of the Dutch. We have had this experience for
more than three centuries and we know the mentality of the Asians. That does not
stop me from agreeing with you that an end must be put to this war. | will tell you
frankly, | believe the Americans would be ready to withdraw from Vietnam if they had
some indications that they would not have to repeat the same military experience in
the other countries, because Vietnam, Thailand and Malaysia constitute the key to
the Extreme Orient and it is a fact that before the war there was a French presence,
Dutch presence and English presence there, which all have since disappeared. In
1963, under powerful American pressure, we abandoned New Guinea and we
accorded the right of self-determination to this people. Later, President Kennedy
made appealed to Dutch support in Vietnam. He told me: you are a rich country, you
have a certain experience, you have the means, why not help us who, in fact, conduct
your war. Our answer was that it was inconceivable that after we renounced the use
of force in the Extreme Orient we should send a battalion to intervene in the
Viethamese war.

0l assure you, Mr. President, that we also follow this problem, which worries us just as
it does you. It is discussed in the United Nations and in NATO and, nonetheless, |
share the hope that at the given moment an acceptable formula must and will be
found. Two years ago, America was no disposed to accept the Liberation Front. Now
they say "we are ready to accept it as an interlocutor together, however, with the
other political forces." From what | know, North Vietnam is ready to discuss about
peace in South Vietnam the moment that South Vietnam will be represented by the
National Liberation Front. This means that they are speaking with themselves. It is as
if Mr. Luns would speak with Mr. Luns. What is certain is that North Vietnam is so sure
of obtaining a final victory that it is not ready to discuss about peace. | believe this
because | spoke about the bombing with U Thant, who has adamantly opposed the
bombing. Not even U Thant can give any indication that North Vietham would be
disposed to sit at the negotiation table once this bombing ceased.

[JYou spoke about large countries and about small countries. You are right that we
must be by the nature of things much more wise than large countries. However, |



believe that the Americans cannot allow themselves to abandon South Vietnam
saying: "You're on your own." Given that a formula must be found that would allow
the Americans to withdraw in an honorable way, without being humiliated, and that is
the greatest difficulty. Dean Rusk, whom | know very well, McNamara, who is one of
the "hawks," are basically very unhappy with this war. The Americans use incredible
material means. They spend much, much more than even during the Korean War.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: Permit me to put a question. Why do you believe that the
Americans are reasonable when they say that the Vietnamese problem must be
resolved in conditions of assuring the destiny of Cambodgia, Laos, etc.

Mr. Joseph Luns: Because they fear that if the Vietnamese problem will be resolved in
circumstances in which American prestige is lost, no one could believe in the treaties
that they have concluded with the Americans and that one day or another a new
liberation front would appear. This, | believe, is the difference. Wars of national
liberation are considered an admissible means, when in fact there are some conflicts
in which third countries also play a role. No one could deny that both China and
Russian assist North Vietnam. Some consider that at the moment in which it affirmed
that it is a war of national liberation, no one can continue to object to it and I think
that this means can be used on a larger scale. In the case of Thailand, the people are
happy enough with the current regime. Our ambassador was on post in Thailand and
can confirm that if they will be left in peace, this country will be quiet enough. Once it
will be seen that the system that succeeded in Vietham could be used in other
countries as well, no one will have faith in the treaties with the Americans. It will be
very difficult for the Americans after they withdraw.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: Permit me to raise another question. Do you believe that
Johnson is sincere when he says that he is ready to leave South Vietham with the
condition that there is the assurance that South Vietnam would be capable of
choosing in complete liberty the regime it desires? How then can the fact be
explained that the Americans are also the ones who affirm that not only the fate of
Vietnam is at stake in South Vietnam, but the fate of all Asia? If that is the case, it
means that Johnson does not sincerely desire to leave South Vietham.

OYou are a friend of the Americans. | am a friend of the South Vietnamese. At the same
time | seek the friendship of the Americans and | try to do everything possible to gain
it, because | am convinced that it is useful for all of mankind. However, if the
Americans consider that in South Vietnam or in other places, that they can decide the
political regime of those countries or of the respective peoples, then the Americans
are mistaken.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | think that if you put the problem that way, you are perfectly right. |
can also put it that way.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: It must be seen whether what we desire conforms to the
objective development of social forces and | would like to insist up on this because, in
the final analysis, | would like to give a practical aspect to these conversations. | have
discussed much with the Vietnamese. | know them and you can imagine that these
discussions have had an echo. | am convinced that if the Vietnamese would be
certain that the people of South Vietnam could freely decide their destiny and that
the Americans would not try to forcefully obstruct this freedom to manifest the will of
the people of South Vietnam, | believe that in this situation the Viethamese would be
open to discussions.

Mr. Joseph Luns: That is good news, Mr. President, if it proves accurate.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: | told you that it is what | believe personally. But | have
reached the conclusion that everything depends upon the Americans. Of course, if
the Americans think that by playing the South Vietnam card they are in fact playing a



hand for all of Asia then in that case there is nothing to be done.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | think that the evolution of American thinking and of the will of the
Americans to conduct negotiations is a favorable indication. Only 2-3 years ago the
situation was totally different. Now there are 400,000 Americans in Vietham. That is a
great effort. It will increase taxes, the cost of living and unleash inflation and
American suffers as a result of this war, as, on the other hand, do the Vietnamese
people. What | think would be a necessary condition is a beginning of mutual trust.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: That is something hard to realize. | believe - and this is a
completely personal point of view - that the Viethamese are convinced they can win
militarily. In my opinion there is a mistake in this manner of thinking. | do not believe
that they are capable of winning a conclusive military victory against the Americans.
However, giving the way in which this war is conducted, it promises to make still
many more victims, over many more years and the Americans will be obliged to
spend much more money than they have up until now, and they will lose many more
men than at present, without being able to terminate this war through military
means.

Mr. Joseph Luns: In this regard you are right. Because of this the Americans are also
divided. There is a group of [American] military leaders who are completely of your
opinion, who draw worrying conclusions that the government does not seem to share
and another point of view supported by Johnson.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: | will tell you something. If this war is extended, then the
military chances of the Americans will not increase, they will drop. If there is a
possibility of ending the war through military means, the war must be limited to
South Vietnam. However, this possibility does not exist in any reasonable way.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | asked the Americans why they do not construct a 17th Parallel in
order to cut North Vietnam from South Vietnam and they told me they could not do it.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: The means do not exist. | know the situation and it is
impossible for the Americans to cut the country in two. If the escalations will continue
and if war is launched in North Vietnam, in China, then it will become a swamp in
which they will be completely mired because, although the offensive power of China,
meaning the force capable of attacking beyond its frontiers, is in my opinion null,
inside of the country its power is immense and all [internal divisions] will disappear
when facing the invaders.

Mr. Joseph Luns: We are reminded of Napoleon's attack or that of the Germans in
Russia.

OMr. President, | have listened with great interest to the ideas you have expressed and
with your indulgence, permit me to present your point of view both to my colleagues
in government as well as to other political figures.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: Do so because | believe that you and we are serving the
cause of peace.

Mr. Joseph Luns: The Vietnamese problem occupies all of American thinking. At the

last reunion of the Council of Ministers of NATO, D. Rusk did not speak about the
French position or the German position towards NATO and European problems, he
spoke of nothing else but Vietnam.

[JAmerican statesmen are extremely sensitive regarding this problem. | will give you an

example. In the Dutch parliament a motion of the socialists was presented that
requested the Americans to cease bombing North Vietnam. The Americans proved



very worried about the eventuality that this resolution, edited in very harsh terms
towards them, would be adopted. In order to block this motion, we gave an extremely
powerful declaration. We explained that the Dutch government is very preoccupied,
just like the deputies that proposed the motion, about the bombing of North Vietnam
and we promised to do everything possible in order to explain to the American
government what the Dutch government thinks about this situation. However, the
voting of the socialist motion would have gone further than the intention of those who
proposed it because, basically, the Dutch people are not anti-American. The Catholic
Party, as well as the Liberals and the parties of the right voted against the motion and
the house adopted a more moderate resolution that requested the government to do
everything possible in order to contribute to the resolution of the situation.

0l give you this example in order that you can see that in our country there also is a
great preoccupation with the Vietnamese problem. | have very grateful for your
goodwill in presenting your point of view.

Cde. lon Gheorghe Maurer: | hope that we will have further occasion to meet and
discuss issues of common interest.
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