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82BNOGRADMA

primirii de clitre tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu a ministrului
afacerilor externe al Olandei, Joseph Lune, in ziua de

1) danuarie 1967 tvewe o 0/

La primire au partiocipat: Corneliu Ménescu, ministrul :
) afacerilor externe al R.S5.R., George Elian, ambasadorul Roméniei

la Haga gi Joomt B.Haverkorn van Rijesewijk, ambasadorul Olandei
la Bucuregti.

Disoutyiile au inceput la ora 18,30 gi au durat o or¥ si
Jumiitate,

ToveNicolae Ceaugesou:

Cum vl simtiti in Roménia?

Dl.Joseph Luns:

Poarte bine.

JTov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Atd somit pe un timp friguros. De fapt este iarni.
' '

Bate foarte frumos. Am rémas impresionat de frumusegile
capitaleid gi mungilor dv.

Zov.Nicolae Ceaugesous
Sper ol veyi mai veni in Roménial
BLsJoseph Lupe:
. f.c - ‘
 Permiteti-mi, domnule secretar general, ed vil ofer acest
Qv album despre tara noastrd, pentru a avea o ideie despre realitd-
tile din Olanda.

Vi multumese foarte mult, In treamckit, o si, am vizitat

Pobs o
u $4 mai mult Olanda, decit cunosc eu
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Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu: //da

In ceea ce privegte Vietnamul, dv. v-ati referit la faptul
cd incetarea rdgboiului ar rezolva problema. Am citit ey interes
intervengia ficuti de dv. in parlament. Sintem convingi ci gi
alci itrebuie gisitd o solutionare si dv. puteti face mai mult,
sfatuindu-i pe americani si inceteze rdzboiul. O fari asa de mare, |
Cl © asemenea putere militard, sid se batd cu un popor mic,
neinarmat! Este §1 o rusine pentru S.U.A. insegi. Eu nu inteleg
Potrivit cirei concep{ii duc americanii r#zboiul acolo.

Dl.Joseph Luns:

Vede{i, poporul american si mai ales guvernul american, nu
vad in gcest confliect ceva in care este in joc numai soarta

Vietnamului. Bu sint sigur cd americanii s-ar resemna, s-ar
retrage din Vietnam, chiar daci ar stl c2 in aceastd tari nu va
ramine un regim pe Placul lor. Insi ceea ce americanii vor, este
83 se permiti S.U.A. s3 se reiragd, fird a se dezonora, in sensul
ca alte tari asiatice, care au acorduri cu americanii, s3 nu
creadd cid sint complet abandonate de acestia. Americanii au spus
cd sint gata ca, in momentul In care Se va gdsi o solutionare,
s8-gi retragi trupele. Bu consider ci Vietnamul de nord este
convins cd o victorie militarf este 1la indemina sa gi cred ci

guvernul american considerd, nu stiu daci este exact, ca Vietnamul ;
de nord nu doreste decit o victorie total¥. Cred ciZ amindoul se

ingals. 3

o

L3

Tov.Nicoclae Ceausescu:
Si eu sint de acord ci se insal¥. In primul rind, nu existd :
'S

nici un temel sa se creadf ci Vietnamul va renunta la independenta
sa, nici fatd de americani si nici fatd de altii. Asa c& din
acest punct de vedere nu are nici un rost ca americanii s& ducg X
i un rizboi pe motiv ci apdr# independenta vietnamezilor, pentru
cd deocamdatd acolo sint trupe americane si nu altele.
?

Dl,Jesggh,Luns:

Bste un fapt cert cd armata americani este predominanti
in momentul de fati. :

Ov.kicolae Ceaugescu:
Este evident ci pericolul vine numai din partea americanilor
si cd, cu cit se prelungegte r&zboiul, americanii vor pierde nu
numai in Vietnamul de nord, dar gi in Vietnamul de sud.
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Dl.Joseph Luns: '
_ Dupd cum am spus si domnului Maurer, este adevirat cj
impopularitateq americanilor a crescut.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Dupd aceea, este problema unei iegiri onorabile, Ce inseamn¥
O?re aceasta? Aceastg presupune ca cel ce a intrat in Vietnam
Sa plece de acolo. Aceasta este iegirea cea mai onorabild. Ar
Putea Invigg totusi in aceasty privintd de la Franta, de la de
Gaulle,care, in conditii foarte grele, a avut curajul si pung
capdt rizboiului din Algeria.

Dl.Joseph Luns:
Existd insX¥ unele diferente intre rizboiul din Algeria sgi
cel din Vietnam,

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Existd, dar in favoarea Frantei, pentru cg degi avea
interese economice mult mai mari, ea a gisit totugi o solutie
care i-a permis s& r&mini in relatii relativ bune cu Algeria,

De ce nu fac gi americanii aga? Ei pot rdmine in relatii bune

cu Vietnamul gi chiar mai bune decit astédzi. Calea pentru a iesi
onorabil este aceea ca in primul rind si inceteze bombardamentele
impotriva R.D.Vietnam.

Dl .Joseph Luns:
Americanii au fdcut acest gest de mai multe ori; au incetat ,!
doar bombardamentele timp de cinci s#ptémini.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Incetarea bombardamentelor in conditiile de astdzi le-ar

oferi tocmai conditii pentru a iegi in mod onorabil,

Dl .Joseph Luns:

In aceasta constd problema, in neincrederea dintre Vietnam
gi S.U.A. De exemplu, Vietnamul de nord nu crede ci armata
americand va pardsi Vietnamul dupi ce se va realiza pacea, iar
americanii cred c#, dimpotrivd, din cauza infiltririlor din
Vietnamul de nord r#zboiul va continua.

Argumentul care incurajeazi pe americani in politica lor
actuald este acela ci multe {dri din Asia de sud-est se ridici
public impotriva politicii americane in Vietnam, insi in particu-
lar spun c& americanii trebuie s# ridmini acolo.

o/ s

et TR

—— “"“"“l’: L
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Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Anumiti oameni politici.

Dl.Joseph Luns:
Da, liderii,

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Pentru ce le este frics

americanilor, chiar de reunificarea
Vietnamului? Va fi un Vietnam mai puternic, care isi va apéara

Mmai bine independenta. Le este teamf ci-1 vor acapara comunigtii?
Dar comunigtii nu m#nincd oameni.

Dl .Joseph Luns:

Dacd dv. ati fi vietnamez iar eu american ne-am intelege
foarte bine.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugesecu:

Eu am avut multe discutii cu vietnamezii - gi cu cei din
Vietnamul de nord gi cu Frontul National de Eliberare din Vietnamul
de sud si am constatat ci sint destul de intelegitori. Eu cred ci
americanii nu duc o politicid realisti. Ei ar putea sd ajungsd la o
intelegere cu Vietnamul de nord, insd nu in conditiile acestea
ale continudrii r#zboiului si bombardamentelor.,

Dl .Joseph Luns: ?

Eu nu sint american, insd am impresia c8 dacd Hanoiul ar
da vreun semn cd dacd bombardamentele ar inceta, el ar dori
inceperea tratativelor de pace, problema s-ar rezolva.

Tovl.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Ei au gi pus aceastd problemid, spunind: cum doresc america-
nii sd purtdm tratative cu ei, cind continui bombardamentele?
Primul lucru care trebuie fécut este s8 inceteze bombardamentele.
Vietnamul de nord nu este impotriva discutiilor,
In perioada celui de-al doilea r&zboi mondial, Olanda a fost
¢ ocupatd. Dupd cite gtiu, Olanda a dus o luptd dirzd chiar in
; timpul ocupatiei. De ce nu a reugit Germania, cu toatd forta ei
militard, sd ingenuncheze poporul olandez? Dar, s-ar fi imp#cat
poporul olandez cu situatia ca jumdtate din Olanda s& rdmind la

Germania? Ati fi putut admite dv. ca Haga 88 r&mind la Olanda, iar
Amsterdamul la Germania?

of
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Dl.Joseph Luns:
Dacd nu ar fi fost Rusia, poporul olandez gi belgian ar fi
fost deportat in Ucraina, iar ucrainenii ar fi fost aruncati
in Siberia. Olanda gi Belgia erau ocupate de Germania, insd ca

Fezultat al rdzboiului; fmplirg{irea Vietnamului este rezultatul
acordurilor de la Geneva.

‘rovzncolu Ceaugescu: 1
Dar cine a incélcat aceste acorduri de la Geneva? Americanii

Aici nu le-au semnat; de la inceput au poranit de la ideia off nu
k le vor respecta.

Di.Joseph Luns:

Cred totugi clk in cursul acestor gase ani, cit a durat
confliotul, numai in ultimii doi ani g¢i Jumiitate americanii au
intervenit mai serios.

Iov,Nicolae Cepugesou;

Fentru ol americanii gi-au fiacut caloulul off menjinind
trupe acole, vor putea opri lupta poporului vietnames,
Bl.Joseph Luns:
Cred od mmericanii s-au ingelat, ca de altfel toatd lumea.
Eete edevirat o In 1888, Pranta ou un corp expedijionar
de 30.000 de cameni a oucerit Indochina, insll astisi este evident
offi americanii nu vor putea invinge din punct de vedere militar.
Pe de altld parte, este impoeibil ca intr-un astfel de riisboi

;::"* ! ghaith o solujie.,

s 84 se agese la Basa tratativelor, insd ou anu-
fncetese bosbardasentele. Pentru ca doi oameni
: fn prisul rind ek nu se batd. Dacd Olanda
mis Iat11 aviafia s bosbardese Bucuregtiul,
4 primit sf stim de vorbi? Sau invers. Cum
‘Rusk of se intilneasch cu ministrul de externe

f¢ timp oit americanii bombardeazd Vietnamul,

-
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Dl.Joseph Luns:
Hepet cd dacd americanii ar avea certitudinea ci incetarea
bombardamentelor ar fi urmatd de tratative, ei le-ar inceta.
Acesta este un 2id al neincrederii.

Tov,Nicolae Ceaugescu:
Cineva trebuie totugi sd spargd acest zid $1 cine trebuie
84 fie acela? Cel ce bombardeazd.

ose

11.000 de locuitori ai Vietnamului de sud au fost asasinati
de terorigti gi aceasta este o problead destul de penibilX.

Tov.Nicol Ceauges

Este totugl o problemdi a Vietnamului. Desigur, sint multe
lucruri pe care le putem oritica gi cu care nu eintem de acord.
Iath, de exemplu, cees ce s-a intimplat in Indonezia. Dar putem
noi resolva aceastd problemd prin trimiterea de trupe acolo?

Dl.joseph Lune;

Dack s-ar fi putut dovedi ol mceste omoruri au survenit
dupk venires americanilor, ar fi fost sltceva. In esentl, ilatd
6 ne-au spus ameriocanii noull gi celorlalte tiiri din NATO: dacik
oredeti ol este acoeptadil ca noi of fnclloim obligatiile fatd de
o mick fard din Asis, atunci fatd de Anglia sau Pranta ce vom face?
Nu pofi fi o prostituati in Aele ¢i fatdl mare in Buropa.

Personal, poate aiat prea optimist, ined ored ok, treptat,
lucrurile vor merge spre o solugie pagnici.

Xeov.Nicelee Ceaugescu:
Se vor gisl olile, inek americanii pot fi eflituifl ek

ajungh mal repede la aceastd solufie. Cu oit riézboiul e prelungeg-
te, lucrurile se complicd,

| BloJoseph lune:
g - De sltfel se gi vid ursfirile; in Americs existh inflagie.
’ i “ M ﬂ m folosegte metode de lupth care sint foarte

an pum acest riisbod ar fi folomigi
pu yy_,;w ®, ar clgtigs mal mulyi prieteni in Vietnas.
#8te ok se dexvolts economia acestei (Ari chlar dack



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

/Y
- IE .
Dl .Joseph Luns:
Am tentatia sd vd dau dreptate.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

De altfel, cind comunigtii sint la putere, ei incep si
apard ca oameni mult mai rezonabili, decit atunci cind sint in
Opozitie, pentru ci fiecare se preocupd in fond de a asigura
bundstarea poporului siu.

Dl .Joseph Luns:

Stiti ce spune francezul: un jacobin ministru este rare ori
ministru jacobin.

Cu aceste cuvinte reconfortante, vd multumesc pentru lunga
noastra intrevedere. Acesta a fost punctul culminant al vizitei
mele in Roménia.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausgescu:

Si eu va multumesc pentru discutia avutid gi imi exprim
speranta cd vefi pleca cu amintiri plicute din Roménia gi cid
veti mai vizita tara noastrid. Sperdm ci relatiile noastre se vor
dezvolta si mai mult. Sintem td3ri mici, cu regimuri sociale
diferite, dar putem coopera si putem aduce o contributie, este
adevdrat micd, la colaborarea in Europa.

D1 .Joseph Luns:
Presa noastrid ar dori sia vd ia un interviu. Bu vid exprim
aceasti rugidminte a presei din Olanda.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausgescu:
Nu un interviu, dar pot sia transmit un salut poporului

olandez.

"Eu ag dori sda-mi exprim satisfactia pentru dezvoltarea
relatiilor economice, culturale gi politice intre Roménia si
- Olanda. Consider c& relatiile dintre %arile noastre pot contribui
la crearea unui climat de colaborare in Europa, in interesul
{ popoarelor noastre gi al tuturor popoarelor din Europa, aga cum
consider cZ colaborarea dintre popoarele Europei, fard deosebire
de regimuri politice, poate contribui la dezvoltarea colabordrii
intre popoarele din intreaga lume, la consolidarea pdcii.
Poporul romén, care este preocupat sd-si construiascd o
viat¥ economic¥ gi culturald independentd gi din ce in ce mai
imbelsugatd, doregte si triiascd in pace si s# colaboreze cu toate

o/o
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Popoarele.

Doresc sd urez poporului olandez mult prosperitate gi
pace,
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January 13, 1967
Predeal

(Participants at the reception were Corneliu Manescu, Foreign Minister of the S.R.R,,
George Elian, Romanian Ambassador in Den Haag and Joost B. Haverkorn van
Rijsewijk, Dutch Ambassador in Bucharest.

OThe discussions began at 1830 hrs and lasted one and a half hours.

Cde Nicolae Ceausescu: Regarding Vietnam, you referred to the fact that the ending
of the war would resolve the problem. | read with interest the intervention you made
in parliament. We are convinced that here as well a solution must be found and that
you could do more, advising the Americans to end the war. A country so large, with
such military power, beating on a small, unarmed people! The Americans themselves
are ashamed of it. | do not understand what conceptions could have led the
Americans to conduct war there.

Mr. Joseph Luns: You see, the American people and especially the American
government do not see in this conflict something in which only the fate of Vietham is
in play. | am certain that the Americans would resign, would withdraw from Vietnam,
even if they would know that a regime to their liking would not remain in that
country. However, what the Americans want, is that the U.S.A. be permitted to
withdraw without dishonoring itself; in the sense that other Asian countries that have
agreements with the Americans should not believe that they are completely
abandoned by them. The Americans have said that they are ready, at the moment in
which a solution is found, to withdraw their troops. | consider that North Vietnam is
convinced that a military victory is within their grasp and | believe that the American
government considers, | do not know if this is accurate, that North Vietham desires
only total victory. | believe that both are deluding themselves.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: | agree that they are deluded. In the first place, there is no
basis whatsoever to believe that Vietnam will renounce its independence, not to the
Americans and not to anyone else. So from this point of view there is absolutely no
point for the Americans to conduct a war for the reason of defending the
independence of the Vietnamese, because, for the time being only American troops
are there and no others.

Mr. Joseph Luns: It is a certain fact that the American army is predominant at the
moment.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: It is evident that the danger comes only from the side of the
Americans and that, so long as the war is prolonged, the Americans will lose not only
in North Vietnam but also in South Vietnam.

Mr. Joseph Luns: As | said also to Mr. Maurer, it is true that the unpopularity of the
Americans has grown.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: After that there is the problem of an honorable exit. What
does that mean? That presupposes that those who have entered Vietnam should
leave there. That is the most honorable exit. One could learn something in this regard
from France, from De Gaulle who, under very difficult conditions, had the courage to
put an end to the war in Algeria.

Mr. Joseph Luns: There are, however, some differences between the war in Algeria
and the one in Vietnam.



Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: There are, but in favor of France, because although it had
very great economic interests there, it nevertheless found a solution that permitted it
to remain in relatively good relations with Algeria. Why cannot the Americans do the
same? They can remain in good relations with Vietham and even better ones than
today. The path to an honorable exit is in the first place that of ceasing the bombing
against North Vietnam.

Mr. Joseph Luns: The Americans have done this gesture many times; they stopped the
bombing for a period of five weeks.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Ceasing the bombing in today's circumstances would offer
them exactly the conditions for an honorable exit.

Mr. Joseph Luns: Herein lies the problem, in the mistrust between Vietnam and the
U.S.A. For example, North Vietnam does not believe that the American army will
depart from Vietnam after peace is realized, and the Americans believe that, on the
contrary, the war will continue because of infiltrations from North Vietnam.

(OThe argument that encourages the Americans in their current policy is that while
many countries of Southeast Asia publicly rise up against the American policies in
Vietnam, privately, however, they say that the Americans must remain there.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Certain political figures.
Mr. Joseph Luns: Yes, the leaders.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Of what are the Americans afraid, is it really the
reunification of Vietnam? It will be a more powerful Vietnam, which will better defend
its independence. Are they afraid that the communists will gain power? Communists
do not eat people.

Mr. Joseph Luns: If you would be Viethamese and myself American we could reach an
understanding very easily.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: | have had many discussions with the Viethamese - both
with those from North Vietham and with the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam - and | have noted that they are understanding enough. | believe that the
Americans are not conducting a realistic policy. They could reach an understanding
with North Vietnam, however, not in these circumstances of continuing the war and
the bombing.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | am not American, however, | have the impression that if Hanoi
would give a sign that if the bombing ceased it would desire to begin peace
negotiations, the problem would be resolved.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: They also raised this problem, saying: "How can the
Americans want us to enter negotiations with them when the bombing continues?"
The first thing that must be done is to cease the bombing. North Vietnam is not
against discussions.

During the Second World War, Holland was occupied. From what | know, Holland
conducted a tough struggle during the occupation. Why did Germany, with all of its
military force, not succeed in brining the Dutch people to their knees? Would the
Dutch people have made peace with a situation in which half of Holland remained
with Germany? Could you admit that The Hague would remain in Holland but that
Amsterdam would go to Germany?



Mr. Joseph Luns: If there were no Russians then the Dutch and Belgian peoples would
have been deported into the Ukraine, and the Ukrainians would have been thrown
into Siberia. Holland and Belgium were occupied by Germany, however, as a result of
war; the division of Vietnam is the result of the Geneva Accords.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: But who broke the Geneva Accords? The Americans did not
even sign them. From the beginning they started off from the idea that they would
not respect them.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | think nonetheless that in the course of these six years, the duration
of the conflict, the Americans have intervened more seriously only in the last two and
a half years.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Because the Americans calculated that by maintaining
troops there they could stop the struggle of the Vietnamese people.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | believe that the Americans deluded themselves, just like the rest of
the world. It is true that in 1888, France conquered Indochina with an expeditionary
corps of 30,000 men. However, today it is evident that the Americans could not
defeat them militarily. On the other side, it is impossible for the Americans to be
thrown into the sea in such a war.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: But no one is proposing that.
Mr. Joseph Luns: A solution, nevertheless, must be found.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: The solution is to sit down at the negotiating table, however,
with a certain condition: to cease the bombing. In order for two people to talk, they
must in the first place not be fighting. If Holland should say "aviation must first be
sent to bombard Bucharest" [before our discussion], do you think that we would have
received you for talks? Or vice versa? How then, could Dean Rusk meet with the
foreign minister of Vietnam so long as the Americans bomb Viethnam.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | repeat that if the Americans had the certitude that the cessation of
bombing would be followed by negotiations then they would cease them. This is a
wall of mistrust.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Someone must nonetheless break this wall and who should
that be? The one who is doing the bombing.

Mr. Joseph Luns: 11,000 inhabitants of South Vietham were assassinated by terrorists
and this is a horrible problem.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: It is, nevertheless, a problem of Vietnam. Of course, there
are many things that we could criticize and with which we are not in agreement.
Look, for example, at what happened in Indonesia. But could we have resolved this
problem by sending troops there?

Mr. Joseph Luns: If it could be proven that these killings occurred after the Americans
arrived, that would be something else. Look what, in essence, the Americans have
told us and the other NATO countries; "if you believe that it is acceptable that we
should ignore our obligations towards a small country of Asia, then what would we do
toward England or France? You cannot be a prostitute in Asia and a proper lady in
Europe."

OPersonally, maybe | am too optimistic, however, | believe that, step-by-step, things



will move towards a peaceful solution.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Paths will be found, however, the Americans can be advised
to reach this solution much more quickly. So long as the war is prolonged, things
become more complicated.

Mr. Joseph Luns: On the other hand one can see the results: there is inflation in
America. Especially since the adversary uses methods of fighting that are very
difficult to counter.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: If the money used for this war had been used instead for
peaceful aims, they would have won many more friends in Vietnam. The principle is
to develop the economy of this country even if communists come to power, because,
in my opinion, this process cannot be impeded.

Mr. Joseph Luns: | am tempted to say you are right.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: On the other hand, when communists come to power, they
begin to appear as much more responsible people than when they are in opposition,
because each is preoccupied with assuring the good of his people.

Mr. Joseph Luns: You know what the French say: a Jacobin minister is as rare as a
minister Jacobin.

(With these comforting words, | thank you for our long interview. This was the
culminating point of my visit in Romania.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: And | thank you for the discussion and | express the hope
that you leave Romania with pleasant memories and that you will visit our country
again. We hope that our relations will develop even more. We are a small country,
with a different social regime, but we can cooperate and we can bring a contribution,
even if truly small, to collaboration in Europe.

Mr. Joseph Luns: Our press would like to interview you. | express this request on
behalf of the Dutch press.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Not an interview, but | can transmit a greeting to the Dutch
people.

0"l would like to express my satisfaction for the development of economic, cultural and
political relations between Romania and the Netherlands. We consider that the
relations between our countries can contribute to the climate of collaboration in
Europe, in the interest of our peoples and of all the peoples of Europe, just as we
consider that the collaboration between peoples of Europe, without regarding to
political regimes, can contribute to the development of collaboration between peoples
in the entire world, to the consolidation of peace.

OThe Romanian people, which is preoccupied with building an independent and ever
more plentiful economic and cultural life, desires to live in peace and to collaborate
with all peoples. | would like to wish the Dutch people prosperity and peace."

Mc/2 ex.



