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april 8, 1954
Uear General Van Fleet:

Your kind letters doted 20 snd 23 Mareh 1
have in gy hand. First of all I want to thank
you most heartily for the cahled ~essage you seat
on my birthday. 4ra. Hhee and 1 were very hapny
to raceive it on that occasion, cnly we wished
you could have been with us. ‘e do hope that next

yesr our birthdays will be spent togethar.

When you go down to Palm Beach, if it is
convenient I hope you will drop in at Coral Gables
where John W. Staggers, who hos bern hers visiting
for some time has a beautiful cottage. It 1s near
the Coral Gsbles Country Club with the golf links
in bstwesn. 1 used to drive down to his house to
spend & wsek or so there, once in & while.

Before I forpot, I want to tell you Lhat
ths Childrenis Choir is leaving today. 4as you
suggested, twenty-iive youngsters together with
tive aaults made Lhe party comuplete, and I hope
they will mske msny frisnds in America for both
cur countries. The little ones were so happy
that thay were finelly ;oing. 1 hope they will
not cause any trouble or inconvenience while they
&1'9 AW4Y.

1 am glud to hesr that Palmer Bevls is in
San Frencisco as the regional representutive
there, 1 hope he wili do well. 1 feel sure that
Goneral Christenberry ss sxesutive birector will
achieve & greut dsal.

Ia a letter Mrs, husk wrote to Mrs, klLee
she indicates Lhat Doctor Susk will sooner or
later rasign fron the first position he has on
the Foundation. Uf course, it does not zesn he
will lessen his interest in the Foumdatlon or
Korea, but we do wish wi could somshow make it
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possible for him to stay if oculy in nams, Of course
we all understand how busy s man Doctor Buek 1is,
arid how much of his energy is at times demsnded by
the Foundstion, '

Pre

5ince I know you would be willing to sccept
any auch position, I ana expressing the wish to some
of our friends that you comc to Kore: as an Anbassa-
dor or in gome other desirable position. At present
the wconomic Coordinator “ood does not seem popular
either here among Americans, or in imeriea. Confi-
denbially spesking, if he remains here very long we
cannot get very [ar in the economic reconstruction
progrem and I hear from all sides that they are
talking about replacing him with somecne. If you
could come in that positicn you could do wonders,
although we want you here ol courss, in comection
with the army build-up.

I am waking a rough draft of another letter
to the Fresident, a copy of which 1 am enclosing
heres. In our demand for additional defense forces,
some vhink that it would bs better to work at it
guietly and not publicly because it might give the
opuosition more atrength to thwart the plan,
ilowever 1 personally do mot think this is a correct
observatioa. All those positively oppesed to our
plan are friends of Japan, Secretary of State, 1
believe, is strongly ppposed to it because 1t will
uot please the Japanase, ’

I think it would help for you to contact
some of the various publishers and let them be
troroughly convincad of the good sense of our plan
80 that they may convince others, I bzliave it is
the only way ws will get anywvhersa,

With @y w.rmest repards to you snc Hrs. Van
Fleet,

Yours sincersly,

General James i, Van I'lest
noute 1 sox 114
Auburndale, Florida
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