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Request for comment on a report that the Japanese Prime Minister proposed meeting
with Syngman Rhee and establishing diplomatic relations with South Korea.
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Dr. Hongkee Karl, Director orPl

(From APP Seoul Buresi)

) We would like 1o have your comment on thn following reports o :
| TORYO (AFP)--- -Jspamess Prins Minister Hatopmd ssid i.od.y thet
he decided to meet with ROK President Syngmun Rhee if possible. ll_
n attenpt for an eerly eatablishneut of the normel diplondue -
relations between the two na’oiona which had beoududlookd for yesrs,
In an swer to the Kyodo News Agenoy during his election chmpaign
tour st Fukushima today, the Jepanese Prime Minister esid thet he will
goon ingtruct nis Foreign.éft‘ice to take necessary steps %0 wrm
for the sonference with Yresident Syngman Rhee, . o
Hetoyama said that the establisghment of auicebls reletions with
; | dwpmmx Korea is necessary, along with the attanpted normalization
of relations with Soviet Russla, He said he slmo is contnplattng
of meeting with Philippines Preaident.ﬂmn Megsaysay to open
the current deadlock with that nation,
The Japsanese Prime Minister however did net propose to have |
another Koz'- ea—iap en confer ence which broke up in late 1955,
" The Prime Minister 'did not make it cleer when and where he

wished to meet with the ROK President, iten
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