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tion 1n Korea of the F.. Hoffmann—La Eoche rice enrzchment program.;,
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April 22,.1955

Dear President Rhee:

Subjeét: Riéevﬁﬁrichment'Progfam

Axtached 1s a proposal from Ed. Stelner & Co., Ltd., of

Swztzerland Wthh has a branch offlce in Seoul for the instltu-

.They state that it will requ;re an lnitaal expendlture of about

‘vztamlns. Necessary funds could probaoly be obtaxned from the

‘v1tam1ns for treatment of ex*stlng ilanesses. waever, the economic;f

"‘1s deemed 1mpracticable at this txme, consideratmon mlght be |

ng;ven to:enrichlng the race aupnlzed to the milztary'forces.

':be 1nstructed tc study thls matter and furnish you w1th 1ts

$SSD OOO for equlpment and $1,000,000 every year tqereafter for

FOA or UNKRA. v : . ‘
Offsettlng this expense to some extent would be a saV1ng of
part of the forelgn exchange now belng expended *or drugs and

justzfication for a rlce enrlchment nrogram is the increase 1n

 ,,nat1ona1 nroductzon which could,be expected as the resuls of the

'improved health and vxger of the general populace.

Rice enrmchment wnald appear to be more 1mportant now than f"‘

in th@ past becanse rzce nOW'forms a larger percentage of the

‘"f,Korean diet.; If adoption of sush a program for the entlre coun*ry ; ¥3

It 1s suggest that the Mlnlstry of Health and Soc;al Affalrs ,‘ 

‘“vrecommen&ations.

| HAROLD WENDELL LADY
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