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MEASURES T0O ALLEVIATE PARMERS' PLIGHT UBGED

Although the farmers of those areas which were hard-hit by drought
and other calamities last year have revortedly run out-of their stock
of food, the Ministry of Agrtetiturs andrFordstry, which has been
receiving reports on the plight of ferm villages, hasunot shown any
sign of teking appropriate counter-measures to remedy the situation,
&hus inviting croticisms from various circles,

According to reports sent to the Ministry from the provinces, the
faymers destitute of food throughout the couniry number 98,725 with
the housembidé: comprised by them numbering 191,405, On a provincial
basis, this figure is broken down as follows:

Province No, of farmers ¥o. of houssholds
Cholla Bando 650,000 131,000 |
Cholla Pukdo 187,000 37,000 *i
Kyongsang Pukdo 32,000 5,700 1’
Kyongsang Namdo — — |
Kangwondo 19,125 17,705
To tal N8, 725 191,405

Although the Minister of Agriculture end Forestry has previously

stated that the Governient'!s ®reserve rice" will be relaased %o

help alleviate the plight of needy farmers, as of February 9th \
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nis Ministry took no measures whatever in this direction, aN 4
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In particular, in the case of Kangwon Province, despite the fact
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that already a month's time has passed since the report on the

critical situation facing the'famers in _ghe provincgl wvas tendered

to the Ministry, so far no measures‘ have beer; taken to remedy the
situation. Such an insincere attitude taken by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Pores try. toward the poverty-stricken farmers is,
therefore, evoking bitter criticisms among the public.  (Chayu Shinbdo)
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