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LEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
MANILA, PHILIPPINES 

December 28, 1956 

Dear Mr. President a 

In a few days the year 1956 will fade into oblivion, it ie 
almost three years einoe I came here to open up the first diploaatic 
llission in Manila fostering eoonolli.o, llilitary, political and 
cultural relations between Korea and the Philippines. I aa deepl.J 
gl'&tetul to you, Mre Preaident, for the honor and confidence 
placed in me to serve you under your inspiring leaderahip during 
the laat three 1eara. It ia fortunate that ve aovad into a n.v 
house which is presentable to the Philippine public u legation 
residence and chancel'1• The furniabinga and furniture are 
adequate enou~ to uphold our dignity and prestige. A• wife o:t 

a diplomat, l<>uiea helps ae to carry on aooial :tunctiona by 
meeting and entertaining all aorta of people. 

The President and Mrs. Kaga91s91 were gracious enough to 
send ua a pair of jade cuff links and a lady 1a tan as ChristJl8.8 
gl.fta. It is said that this ia the first ti.lie the Qdef Executive 
and first !Ady made Olriet11&1 presents to the aiaeion chiefs. Ve 
sent to Vice President Garota and Undereeoret&.r1 of J'oreign A:tfaira 
Manglapue pearl-in-laid Korean lacquer ware aa Chriatmaa remea.­
brancea, and captain C. Montano, 1oreign Relatione Officer, aa 

vell aa the Protocol Officer of the Depart•ent of Joreign Affairs 
and the Im.migration and Customs Coamiasionera vere compl.illented 
with nall gltts. 

A major reshuffle and aoH ohangeG in the general etaff and 
field co11111&nd of the 1hil1ppine Armed Poroea took place, and 
Major General Alfonso Arellano will be th• Chief of Stat:t, replacing 
Lt. General Jesus Vargas whose retireaent after tbirly yeare 
service beooaes effective at the end of tbie month. 

au.nese :roreign Miniater Georg9 Jt.o. Yeh ia expected to visit 
Manila early next J&Jl.lal'1 en route to Taipeh :fro• the United 
llationa. Urgent aattera atfeoting the Pbillppinaa and Kationaliet 
China will be taken up bJ the Philippine g0Yernaent official• 
and the Chinese dignit&r)'a l) Repatriation of eoae 2500 auneee 
teapor&l'1 Yisitora whose viaaa have expiredf 2) Release of $ 

3 aillion worth ot aeaeta belonging to the Chinese goTerment 
vhioh had been :troun by the Central Bankt and 3) the release 
ot atae Chinese nationals who are being held on the charge of 
various offenses. 

A twelve flillion peeo budget tor the Dopartunt of Joreign 
Affairs aublli:tted by :roreign Atfaira SeoretarJ Carlos P. Garcia 
was turned down bJ the wdget comiseioner and a ceiling of P 7e7 
million is set for tho fiscal year fro• July, 1957 to June, 1958. I 
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'fhe budget renale that the govermem•e expected inco• 
ot ll 700 llillion ie short ot the estimated expenaea ot V 800 
llillion for.the next fiscal 7ear. 

To be effected under Garcia's plan are contributions 
to BCA11, International Civil Aviation Organisation, Coloabo 
Plan, VBO, International labor Organtsatio:n, and SBA!O. 
Garoia argued that hi• departMnt should not bear all the 
tinanoial burden and fal'll out contrib\ltiou to clitterent 
apnoiea that are clireotl.J benefited. by the World. Organisations. 
He :further aid that lack of fund• has held up regular rotation 
ot foreign aenioe personnel, kept at rook bottoa 'ri.tal 
expenae1 tor representation and prevented further participation 
in international oonterencea. 

Iouiea and I viah to thank you :tor JO\lr kind Chriat­
gl.tt which we appreciate and enjo7 eating. Ioui1a joina ae 
in viahing you and Madaa Rhee continued excellent health 
and happiness in the earl7 reuni:tication of Korea this colling 
year. 

Your obedient servant, 

Hi• Bxcellen07, Bpg11an Rhee 
President ot the Republic ot Korea 
Seoul, Korea · 

Copy aent to Acting Minister ot Poreign A:ttaira Dr. Chung Whan Cho 
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