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DEPARTMENT OF STATE )
; —
‘f’ Memorandum of Conversation
|
! DATE: parch 28, 1461
|
SUBJECT: Disone Rewctor

PARTICIPANTS: gig Excellency Avrsbom Horwaa, Awbasssdor of lareel
G. lewipg Jones, Assistent Sceceretery of Stutie for kBA

COPIES TO: NFA - 2 Amembassy LONDNe-Amb, Barbour - lcc
NE - 3 Amembassy T"L AVIV~Mr. Barnes - lcc
s/S - 3

The “hite House - lce

I ssked Aubugsndor Rurian to cuall toduy and said that I wished to point

out to hia thet ve hmd been wulting since Jamuery 4 for the imvitation to send
; reople to Israel toO see the Dimons reactor. I said that I hud faithfully
? reported to my sujeriors his explenation that Mr. Beam Gurion and others
9 invoived in the Isisel Goveroaent are in the throes of @ political crisis
(still unresolved) amd that it was difficult 1im these circumstances to get thax
to direct their esttentiom to other metters such us the visit Lo Dimons., 1
suid, hovever, thet M. . Theodore Kollek (see mesorendus of comversatiom duted
February 26, 1ybl) hud indicated to me thet the invitution would be forthcoaing
‘ "during tbhe month of March” irrespective of the jolitical difficulties.
We are nov close to the end of March.

I told Barzen that on the United 3totes side interest in the juist visit
reasined keem. The President hiigell bad ssked on Murch 2/ when the visit
would takxe place snd bad ssked for a report from the Dejpartment by Murch 3l.

I told Burmen thet as « friend of Israel I was snxious Lo see the shadow

‘ of doubt regurding Disota removed: it wvus bsd for Isrusel 1T the isjression got
i abroad thut Mr. Ben Juriom ~as "stalling’ regaxrding the invitation. I urged

| Berman to take uy the matter sgain in the light of our talk snd telspbone ne

; st once &8s soon s he had nevs.

|

3 Barmam (wvho I believe is &3 ssxious us we ure to hove the visit take place)
f' .apiied that he bad oo msws. The political crisis im Isrsel waz etili
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umrescived gud went very deep. In United States terws 1t wvis as though &
coalition of Desversts wmd Republicums were considering setiing u, «

ne. political grouy. Harmen ssid thet he had beem jushipg his governsent

¥ much wa he durea butl in Isrumell eyes, ,crtiicularly the eyeas of Ben Gurion,
it wvas dirfficult to suy why “there «&3 such a hurry”: the visit hsd been
yiomlsed, the visit woulu teie Llace.

I reiterated that a8 a friend of Isrsel 1 comsidered it importamt for
there %o be no further «elays und imyulrec regaraing the ;ossibility of his
sbbtainlng & ravorebie repiy during the mext fes ukys. Hsarusn suld he vaus
very doublirul that anything could be done or that any sctium could take
Lluce uatll cftesr Peasuver weex which starts April 3 «nda runs uatil 2pril 4.
riag thisz ,erivé ull guvernxent dejartwents sre on halfl time. Re wouwid,
af course, telegrajb &t once but he thought it .ould be uareslistic to peileve
that there could be a yepiy belore April i0.
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Bureen reminced »e thet the Huwretyy correspondent had heard that ¢ "juiet’
U. €. visit wa3 to teke piwce (gee memorandus to The Secretery datea
Wurch ¢, i1y6i}. H. suid thet this correspondeat hed aore recently gotten the
soxe story from U. &, sourcea: it hed lekes Hurwn two hours with the
correspondent o "‘rebury” the story.

COMKENT: When tiae “,ulet’ visit Pohes place we owe 1% to the laraelis not to
Wuke any snnouncement reduralsg t ther officielly or through ‘leaks”.
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