Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

April 28, 1961

State Department Telegram 798 to US Embassy Tel
Aviv

Citation:
"State Department Telegram 798 to US Embassy Tel Aviv", April 28, 1961, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, RG 59, DF, 884A.1901/4-2861. Originally published in Avnher Cohen and

William Burr, eds., National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Book #547 (April 21,
2016). https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/123826

Summary:

Israelis have been informed of the details of US visit to Dimona.
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NO DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE DEPARTMENT.
Dept advised Israeli Embassy Apr 27 US prepared accept

recent invitation send US scientists visit Dimona reactor week

beginning May 15. US nominees Ulysses Staebler, Asst Director
AEC Division Reactor Development and Jesse Croach, Heavy water
expert employed by Dupont at AEC Savannah River Lab.

Israelis have stipulated complete secrecy must be mainbined
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both before and for some time after visit. Dept and AEC agreeabl
to quiet unpublicized visit but have warned Embassy even extreme
efforts cannot guarantee secrecy and are likely be umproductive
and encourage and give plausibility to speculation. In ac-

cepting invitation we again suggested two AEC sclentists make

routine
mexmet unpublicized trip of 2 to 4 days for consultatioms
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.TT}Israelis scientists and visits atomic installations with Dimona

visit merely incidental element. Emboff agreed present this
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pproach his government and talk further with us regarding best,_an
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¢ I-_arrangemmts. Dept agreed continue take every precaution against —_|
leaks or _publicity.
Will advise you when preclise dates visit and final arrangements
agreed. i!mbasay comnents welcome. Dept most eager have visit without

re secrecy
delay but skeptical of feasibility or wisdom of ground rules/proposed
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by Israelis.
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