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RWK: Ithink we ought
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY '© have another periodc

check on this by scientists.

WASHINGTON 28, D. C. Will you prod Department?

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR (INTELUGENC.IE) , g_ McGB *

for National Sscurity Affairs )
SUBJECT: Israsld Wucleayr Reergy Program /

1. Tha Xsraeli Atomic Energy Commission was established in 1952
under the 0ffice of tha Prime Binister with hsadquarters at Tel Aviv and
& laborstory at Rahovot. In 1955, conclusion of the U.3.-Israell
bilateral agreement for the peaceful uses of atomic energy lad to tha
establishment of & research ceuter at Nabi Rubin (mlso called Hehal Soreq),
a short distance fyrom both Tel 4viv and Rehovot. Undar the terma of this
agreoment, Israsl received a } msgawett swimming pool reactor, vhich ia
safeguardad ty U.3. proesdures snd cammot contritmte to a nuclear weapon
progras except as a basio research fanility.

2. A nuclsar resoctor complex is under construstion nesr Dimona ia
the Negev.
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SURJECT: Israsli Nuclear Energy Progrem
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The resctor is nov considared to be & 24 to 26 megavatt ressarch reactor,
fusled vith naturel urenium and basvy modarsted and oocled, similar
to ths French EL-3 reactor and tha

g@

CIR (Canada-India Reactor).
this resstor could

1

L. At a pover lsvel of 26 megawat
of plutonius per yaar.

5. Oround brealking at the Dimoms site took place in late 1959. Om
21 December 1960, Prime Minister Ben-Gurion stated that comstructiocn
would not be completed for 3 or ¥ years and the site would be opsned to
wvorld scientists after complestion. Three wvesks earlier, Bergman, Chalr-
man of the Isrsslii ARC, hed indicated that the reactor would go oritical
in the lattar part of 1962. The Ei-3 in Franes reqnired 26 months from

struction to oriticality. All told, 1t that the Dimona reactor
could go critical in late 1962 ox 33.

operution by mid 1963 4o early 1964. Of course, coustruction difficulties
could postpone thesa timaa.
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