
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

December 30, 1964
Intelligence Note from Thomas L. Hughes to the

Secretary, 'Soviet Interest in a West German
Commitment Not To Manufacture Nuclear Weapons'

Citation:

"Intelligence Note from Thomas L. Hughes to the Secretary, 'Soviet Interest in a West
German Commitment Not To Manufacture Nuclear Weapons'", December 30, 1964,
Wilson Center Digital Archive,  RG 59, Entry UD-UP 131, Bureau of Intelligence and
Research, Reports Coordination and Review Staff, Intelligence Reports, 1961, 1963-67,
box 4, Chron - IN's December 1964  https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/134055

Summary:

INR estimated that the Soviets wanted to “play upon French concern” that West
Germany might acquire nuclear weapons through new NATO nuclear arrangements,
such as the MLF.
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To : The S.eretary 
Through t S/S 
From I INR - Thoma• L. Hughe• 

Subject t Soviet Interest ill a 'West Germe.n C01Jlll11tment Not 
To l\'fanutacpure xue1ear WetEQllfl 

l 
In a reported ~he in Par1• earlier this month;1 the 

Soviets FOPC>Sed the eonelusion Qf a new security- pact e0:neern1ng 

Germatl7. !n thia eom1$<:t1on,, the Soviet diplomat mald.ng the ap­

proae h pointed out that the USSR bad not 'DMn a s!gnatoey or the 

1954 protocol in which the \featem pcwera bad aoeepted West 

Ge~1 s pledge not to manutaeture nuelea:r weapons. 

~;AT!> Muclea.,r Arr&.!!i!!!!;nt•.· On the race ot it, the Soviet 

proposal aeems ealculated to Pl&J' upon possible French eoncem 

over Wnt Qermany•a acquiring nuclear weapons via NATO nuclear 

arrangement•. Be,ond tbat, however, it m1q mark the adoption bJ' 

the USSR of' more apph11tioated tactics toward new NA.11'0 arrange­

ments. It _,.. be that the SOviet•• uneertatn about detea.ting 

new NATO mtelff&r ~nts b1' blanket Ol'PQ81t1on,, will at 

lea.at 8"k to ·~ t.bem in a IUU'tller whi<rh ux1mizea reatnints 

upon West Germ&Ja1' .. 

E\tro2!!!} Se~.n1r,.tr.. Moscow pPObabl.J' has little hope that a 

propoaal au.ch u the one .adva.nced 1n Paria would be accepted. .. 

l. Because or the sena1t1v1t7 or the aou.ree, tbi• 1ntormation 
is not to be diaeusaed with any toreip nationala,. including the 
.French. 

SECRNl:'/NO FOREIGN DISSEM/CON'.rROLLED DISSEM GROUP 1 
Excl·,:a.ed from automatiG 
dovmgrading and -
declassificatioa 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



""/ r ~ 
' 

DECLASSIFIED--" 
Authority~5:2 . 

Indeed, the Soviets took O\\t 1neuranee aga1nat the cont1ngenc7 

or rejeetion when they reglst81"ed their claim (1n. the November 

14 TASS atateru.ent on MLll') that the USSR &lx:.ad,- naa rights over 

the West Ge~ m.1lltar'7 ••tabl.ia~nt 'b7 virtue of ti$ Wl• 

eOnd1t1onal t!Hll'NnCer o:t' Oermanr and the e&rlJ l)tl41tw&r agreement&. 

N$verthelea•, the Soviets 81' ho~ that b7 agitating tol" a new. 

explicit German commitment. they w1ll encourage the We•t to build 

into new NATO ar~ngenwnt• a ?"ttaft1l"tlation or West German ob11-

pt1ona under the Pa.Pi• ag~nt ot October 23. 1954. Thus, the 

Soviet demand for a new international a~nt be.Pring West 

German aequitd.ticn o:t nuelear wnpona aeema like]¥ to become part 

ot Moscow*• mounting d1plomatie and propaganda camlaisn on the 

au.lJJeet of new European seewi t7 a~ement•. 

:Forum:a Though Moscow has been tncreuingl.Jr atl'e#aing the 

E\uto~n aec~ty theme. it he.a not conn.itted 1thlt on the 

queet1on ot a possil'Jle to~ tor ~gottatioM on the aubJect. 

The reported Sov-iet dem!U'ehe 1a Paris 1mi1eated that Prance., 

Britain, and the US would m partiee to the Pl'"OTJO••d new pace, 

alf'.ml with the USSR. It thua impl.1.ed that a qadrtl)a?'t1te torwa 

might be an a.pp~iate atart1ng point tor n.egot1at1ona.. In Ma 

Drtcabel" 19 ~onveraation with SecretllU.'7 Ruak, G~ko retwted to 

be drawn into qucl:l"1~1te di.acwaa!omt in arQ' context which migbi; 

under(tut the Soviet Union'• lone-held position that Ge~ reunif1.­

aat1on w.ae a matter fer the Genuana theu•lvee. Gl"Olft1'ko d.ld not, 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



DECLASSIFIED 
AuthorityM_N u :\D 15::2 . 

SECRET/NO FOREIGN Dt!SEH/CONTROLLED DISSEM 

howev•r, address the question ot tour-power talks on E\u'opean 

see'W."'it7 -- a aubJeet on wh1eh Moseow d.oea _. reoogn.Ue the 

competence ot the' tour pOWeN when !t reiteratea 1.ta e:ontention 

that it has right• ove~ the We.•t Ge1"ll'lan m1lit817 establ11hment.' 

OtMt option eurrentl7 open to the Soviet• w.tJuld be to accept 

the lutr1an Jlrol)Qsal tor the foreign mi~atera of the us, tbe UX# 

Franee, and the Soviet Union to attend the t:elebrat1on of the 

tenth anm.veraal'1' o:t the A1Jatrlan State Treaty. Such a meeting 

would aerve to undenoore the special Position of the fo\U" powen 

and provide an O})PO:rtt\Ulit7 to"l' mutual prol)ing w1th0ut eommitting 

the USSR to a tour-power forum tor negot1ationa .. 

At the same tinle. Moscow ha• lef't open the alternative• 

S\lggeated 'IQ' Rapaek1•• ~poaal tor 4Ul au-~P*an eonrerance 

and a prepantotT 1181ttbl; ~ompoaed ot ttet>l1'etwm.tat1ve• of NATO, 

the wara:aw Pact, and perhaps &&ropean neutrals!. 
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