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JUL 30 1965 
To : The Secretary 

S/S Through: 
From INR - Thomas L. Hughes 

Subject: Recent Indonesian Statements Concerning Atomic Weapons 

Although recent Indonesian statements have forecast the acquisition of a 

nuclear eapabilitJ)we do not believe that Indonesia possesses the facilities, 

personnel and radioactive material necessary for producing an atomic device 

with any speed. Nor is it likely to receive aid from Communist China or else-

where that would enable it to attain such a capability in the near future. 

Nevertheless. especially as long as Sukarno lives, Indonesia can be expected 

to aspire to the development of nuclear weapons, whi.ch Sukarno views as the 

visible signs of a national grtlatness and the military regards as essential 

for military strength. 

Hartono's Bravado. General Hartono. Director General of the Indonesian 

Army Logistics Command, stated on July 28 that Indonesia would explode its first 

atomic bomb in November of this year. after the Second Afro-Asian Conference. 

Hartono made similar predictions of an explosion in 1965 in November 1964 and 

in. February 1965, Hartono, however, is particularly given to statements demon-

strating patriotic zeal with little regard for reality. 

Sukarno's Announcements. Unlike Hartono. Sukarno, who has made two recent 
) 

references to nuclear weapons, set no date for a nuclear explosion, but merely 

stated his intention that Indonesia would develop and possess sudl weafona. 

Speaking before a conference of Indonesian Muslims on July 24 Sukarno stated that· 
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Indonesia would increase its t•Qhnieal ability so that within three years 

Iad.oauia could produC4 its own d.rplau. "and, God williq. ta the near 

. prote-etion of our fatherland..'' In his letter to the International COllference 

veap.ons by an ''imperialist eountry .... nieh usu them to aake war a4 bring 

dastrU(ttioatt and a Hnew ._rgiag fc>n.tet' which uuses them for defead1ns peace 

reactor using .araaia)> ta under CO!l8tl"i>iCtion a.t ~•r,otJo.,-. West Java. and is 

unlikely to be completed until late 1965. A Soviet supplied sab-eritlcal 

but has been inactive sia.ee late 1963 lu~eawse the Soviet Unioa has uot supplied 

r 
I 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



UECLASSIFIED 
Authority ~ 

SECRET/NO FOBEIGN DISS.EM 

- 3 -

The Institute is eurrently conducting trainin1 courses in handling radioactive 

isotopes. operating nuclear reactors, and providing protection against 

radiation. It is al.so conducting a survey of nuclear raw materials in Indonesia. 

The Indonesian Supreme Comman4 (KOTI) has shown considerable interest in nuclear 

developmeut and on June 24 the Defense Ministry established t special bureau 

to deal with "nuclear, ltological ad chemical affairs." 

Outside Aid. The Soviet Union bas shown little enthusiasm over the past 

two years in furthering Indonesia's nuclear potential, and has procrastinated 

in fulfilling its contractual obligations for the Serpona Reactor and the sub-

critical reactor. In early 196~as the result apparently of conversations 

between low-level Indonesian and Cemm:unist Chinese officials. five Indonesian 

scientists and engineers were sent to Communist China for training in the 

development of fissionable materials. Communist China has. however. shown no 

interest in extending any aid beyond the limited training facilities it has 

a.t. ready provided. 
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