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Qehd. b Mh. Nlacdowald

Mr, !lacdonald has made a thorough investigation of Radio Free
Europe's News Operation, at their request;

some constructive criticisms and recommendations,

2,

his report contains

The BBC's attitude to news and comment is summed up on page 3.

The drawback to this, which a propegandist station like RFE pre-
sumably seeks to insure against, is that an inocompletely informed
listener is not in a good position to draw his own conclusioms or
assess the weight to be given to "balanced contrasting opinions",

3.

Mr, Macdonald, however, and I think we would agree with him,

finds a marked tendenoy in the RFE newscasts to be too nersuasive

or polemical (p. 5).

He also makes the point that the R.F.E,

method of handling news can lead to giving listeners a distorted

idea of the relative importance

'

7=10 and 13-14). Ir,

of world events (».6).

should be the "upholder and coordinator of News $tanderds.®

22),

The lack of any accepted general standard for the R.F.E. news
operation as a whole,and the autonomy of the various regional desks,
ot inoonsistency and even unrelisbility (pages
lacdonald therefore advocates reorganising
and incressing the status of the Central News Desk in order that it

(Page

This would, of course, bring it more into line with BBC

practice, where the Central News Desk, rather than the respective
Service Heeds, controls the regionsl news desks,

5e

R.F.E.'s terms of reference are of course so widely different

from the BBC's that they cannot be expected to operste in the same

wey as the BBC.

Mr. Macdonald gives due weight to their peculiar

problems in his report, but my own impression, based on the con=-

siderable mass of listener reactions received from refugees, is that
R.F.E. would gain greatly in stature if it could improve its stan-
dards of relishility and objectivity.

At present it avpears to be

popular enough with the broad messses, not least because it broad-
casts for almost 24 hours a day to Poland, Czechoslovakia, and

not in & heavily jammed area.

listener still tends to speak of R.F.E. as something not to be taken

But the more educated type of

Hungary and is therefore easy to pick up, provided the listener is

too seriously, in spite of the fact that the organisation appears

48255

/to
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to have got over its initial period of hopeful excesses, when 1t
apparently really believed it might cause the overthrow of the

Communist régimes in a matter of months,

(P.C, Storey.)

February 28, 1956,
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

‘ Head Office : Broadcasting House, London, W.1i
SOUTH-EAST WING, STRAND
Bush House, #xddwsal, London, W.C.2

TELEPHONE - TEMPLE BAR 4383 TELEGRAMS AND CABLES : BROADCASTS, TELEX, L.ONDON
Extn. 379

Reference: 08/CL/GM 15th February, 1956.
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Here as promised is & copy of my report on the News operation of H.F.E.
It is all rather technical and, I imagine, dull. I way mention that the
Budget, to which so much reference is made, has no {inancial significsnce
but is the name given at R, F.E., to the raw materisl of thelr news output -
more or less what we csll "tape" in the B.B.G.

The report hms only just reached Munich and I have beem very cagsy
about it in Bush House, 80 will you please treat it as confidential?

Gy

Miss F.C., Storey,

I.R.D., Foreimn Uffice,
12, Carlton House Terrace,
-:'.“01-
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My visit to Munich was betwesn January 8th and Januery 23rd 1956, as =
official of the B.B.C. with News and Programmes experiemps, to study snd make
any necsspary comuents on the News operstion of Radio Free Europe. This was
my fourth visit to K.F.E. in a serles which began in 1951. Einee 1945, as
Hsad of the Central Buropesn Service of the B.B.0., I have dealt with many of
the broadeasting problems with which B,F.E. is congemed, for sudiences in

. Poland, Csechoslovakia and Hungary.

Torss of Refersgce.

The genersl request made to me by Mr. Condom and Mr. Michie was to see
shother in my opinion the News operation was sufficiently objective. My
standard, naturally emough, would be that of the B.B.C., though I would take
scoount of the differences betwesn the two organisations, differemces of statua,
Metory sad operstion, It was agreed that I should feel free to make suggestions
for reorganisation, Lif & measure of reorganisation seemed necessary, within the
present general frsmework of H.F.E. Om my olide I made the polnt thet my interset
would extend beyond the news-gathering mechanissm snd the Newscasts in the
varicus languages to related aspects of the cutput, such as Press Reviews and

News Comnenta.
Metbod.
During my stay inm Munich I investigated as closely ss possible, by talking
with officlals and by wetching the operstion, the News sad Informstion Services
with special refsrsnce to the Central Hews Desk., I followed the sume prooedure
in the Prograssing Departasnt with the Regional Desks, attending also & mmber |
. of Programae and News Conferenpes, I read Monitorimg Highlights (baving visited
the Monitoring Statiom om & previcus visit); and I studied some of the latest
sssssmment memorands of the judience Anelysis Section (Poland, Csechoslovekis
und Hungary) together with s considereble mumber of separats interrogations.
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In sddition I went through the News Budget, at first the full sad later
the shortened I Budge$, day by day. The Newscssts of two days (Jemuary Tth and
Junuary 16th) were translated for me from the verious languages: I analyssd
these newscasts in comparipem with B.B.C. transmissions io the same languages
on the ssme days, and in comporisom with one snother, o0 as to gein mn impression
both of comparautive news values and of professional news standards,

Both days chosen as ssmples were Mondays, but I do not think this faob
distorted the pleoture. My =lafortune was that the period of ay visit mas, from
the polnt of view of news, almost unoventful. There were no sudden internstional
cerises, no widespread false reports requiring delicate declsioms, although the
difficulties of Mr. Dulles with the article in Life provided some political

interest. The princlpal stories were the publicetion of directives for the Mye
Year Plan, Preaident Elsenhower's 'sell bank' project, snd the U.5. Budget, with
Oyprua, the Middle East snd political asnceuvres in Paris as oontinued

develogmenta,

Baszic Assumptions.
Two aspumptions governed my work. The flrst was that News is the foundation .

of radio operation upon which programmes are bullt. It 1s, so0 to speak, the
chassls and engine which need bodywork for eccmpletion: the bodywork will mot go
far by itself, This oonmiderstion applies in two different ways to AF.E., which
has a unigque advantnge for quick and sscurate reporting im L% hourly spresd of
Nowncasts by day and night %o Iron Ourtain ocuntries, with amoillary press
roviews and news comments, yet historloslly the Nows Department daveloped after
the Programns Departsemnts. This inversion of isitial walues Ls still gignificsnt
in the total organisation of R.F,E.

My second assumption was that a distinetion must be preserved betweem News
and Comment - between tha reporting of facts snd developments on the one hand
and the anslysis or interpretstion of fsots which must always heve in Lt =
elament of persussion or polemic. I zhall return %o this polnt: Lta Lssmediate
ralevance iw that where the digtinction is observed the listener will feel less
suspioion that the news has bBeem cemsored, angled or glven emotionsl evertmes
for his benefit,




Wilson Center Digital Archive

Original Scan
’ v

- 3 -

In other words the listeper will conclude that he ip being glven news with
the least elmment of propsganda - and we can be very sure that an incrsasing
number of Central Buropesn listeners to R.F.E. and other Western stations are
cyaicel Jjudges of propaganda, They do not want to be glven falne bopej they
do not want to be shielded from reality. This consideration must spply to the
most intelligent-end therefore ultimately the most influential - among them.

In concrete terms, ths distinction between News and Comment means that
news stories are writtem factually, not suggesting conclusions to the listener
but trusting him to draw his own, that quotations from newspapers are spariagly
used in Newscasts, snd that prese reviews glve belanced contrasting opinions

with a minimum of linking material which may influence the listener.
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I ahsll mention now nome of the general Llmpressions fersed during my visis
to R.F.E., before desling with pertioular problens and suggosted selutioma.

Baergy, Alms sad Organisation.

I can say at once that I was impressed throughout not only by the snergy
but alse by the ideslisam of the nembers of the R.F.E. ptalff with whom 1 was i
contact. I was struck, on this as on previcus visits, by the rescurces and the
organising sbility which lie behind the operation, so that although Munieh is &
bad news-gathering centre the deficlengy is in great seamure compensated by the
efforts that bave been made to create a network of fast-Clowing informstion.

Moreover, E.F.E, bas built up a body of expert lmowledge of Buropean affairs
which would have bewn unimaginable in an Americsn enterprise twenty years sgo,
not only on the research side but also smong the editorlal persennel both
Asericen and Buropean, with a growlag sense of cooperation among them whieh I
know from B.B.Ci experiencs to be essential. I felt a relazed but tusinesalike

ataoophers ot conforences. In my conversations with the mesbers of different
News Desks I came to conclude that they were seeking to schieve mnd maintain
mmmrmmm.wm“dub-nhaur-;—nw
for L. J.E. as a whole; and, while some of them were newsnen hy career there ware
many wvarletiss of trelning and experience smong them.

The Long Haul:

My next genersl impresslon was that R.7.E. had settled down to the empectation
:ufllmg-tmwttﬂ. The firet burst of entimaisam, with the hope of
immsdiate results, was over, This change was creating new policy problems mad in
fmxtumm-m.mmmlm. Put although the eim was
imﬂﬁWpﬁm-Mhhum-wtmmtﬂlm“ﬂ
| mply, especislly in R.F.E, which is unique smong redio orgsnisaticns,
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® Theors an Prectice
For R.F.E., now n settled instituiion omong ilie slations broadeasting from
the West beyond the Irom Curtain, in some ways the most powerful and in some wsys
the most volnersble among them, is nelthor governuenmtsl nor natlonel. Ita ordgia
and head office are in Aperice but it is net a mouthplece of U.5. policy. Broadly
speaking, R, F.E. expresser the desire of the Averican people to schieve, in
cooperation with Muroceans, the peaceful lilbersticn of duropean countries now

under Comsunist dominstion, Yet whepn 1¢ comes ts the ouiput, shich is the only

resl test of broadoasting, the lengunge desks appeal s free natlonal radios, s
home services otmpeting with thaoe of the Oomewnist-doaminsted capitals, with at
leant the muggestion that thoy are glving rot only the truth about the free world
but slso the truth mbout the Communist orbit.

I do mot doubt that the bulk of the listensrs, like the minority of
Commmnists, regard this as & convention: the bulk of the listeners tune in
becaupe the statiom represemts inforwation and sympathy through the mouths of
their omn people in exile, not least because indirectly it repressnts Americen
policy and power. But for American policy it would not be thare: the move of
policy which may mesn liberation will come from Washington. Many of the listeners,
like some of the brosdcasters, are not so much goncerned for the absolute truthi of
the news a8 for whether it affords some hope. -~

Effect on Audiepces.

This is antural and laudsbls on both sldes, but Lt involves dangers whien
inereasing with eo many yeers of political disappeintment. From audiende reaction
emong Ivon Curtein sudiences it is lmposaible to galn more than cusulative svidence
ovar a long period - there can be no !’ltﬂlﬁcmlin:nrmlli-ﬂﬂmrllﬂl:r

1MHI bave come S0 the eonclusion (confimmed during my recent visit) that the

| great advantage R.V.K. poasesses in ite hourly Bewscasts is not fully exploited by
the accursey, objectivity mnd consistengy of thelr Information. MNer is the
distinotion between News end Comment sufficlently well preserved.

The Wewscasts are to my mind in meny respects wery good, with the great
psychologloel advantage that the stories are composed in the lsnguags of broadessy,
but there is too marked a tendency in them to be persussive or polemical. This is
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& defect in Newz at sny time, = defect of paycheloglosl werfere less obvious
during poriods when Western poliey 48 sctive, tut At gan prove dengercus whem
the watghword ia 'Coexlotence’ or now that the policy of Moscor is so much mors

subtle then 1t sxs under Btalia,

Dangers of Distortien.

1f my latest visit was not during = time of big internstional nens it was
very interesting from one point of view, that hardly a better opportunity oculd
be glven to discuss relstive news values, The Comsunists were still reacting
tetchily to President Elsenhower's Christmns message. The question of peaceful

liberetion thersfore became a talking-peint in Americen newspspers, Un Jenuary Sth

Secrotary Dulles made a ststement t0 exile leeders im Wesbiagten snd o the same

day there was an cutspoken article in the New York Herald Tribume, hy Henry £, Wolfe.
For R.F.B. the statesent, the reaction of exile leaders to it, and the

article, went together, bevoming major news of the day. This was all the more

natursl {f the Regional Desks wers acting s« free nstional redios. Yet ilhe
convention of & free nationsl redic was im this case & distorting mirror 4if in
fact, from the standpoint of world news, the Dulles statement was mob of outstanding
ioportince and Lf the outspoken mrticle in the New York Herald Tribune was only &
coinclidence or Lf BSoth of them pere relsted to the Amsricsn elections, & facior of
dlstortion of which R.F.E. was rightly aware in other contexte.

Beardng in wind the pertieular reguest mede to we to judge whetber in my
ojinion the News Opsrstion was sufficiently objective I began to wendar how a
greetar degres of objectivity could be achioved in an organisation which had ee
suny conventional devioep unknown in other Lreadcasting stationa. It apoke st
ane and the ssme time with the wolees of petriotic exilea and of genercus-hearted
Imericans, though neither group of volces aleimed to possess political power.

Its proximity to ostellite reception aress, and 1ta deliberate display of special
imouledge geined frow refugess snd dofectors, as well as from excellent sonltoring,
orsated a helghtonod amotiomal tomporature. Yot in the long run (and this was
now geaerally felt to be a long-term aperation) the liberation of the satellites
wes golng to depend oo policy sad power, not on words, so that the most prudemt
ss well as the most honest procedure was to keep the proportions right, especially
in the News.
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Standard of Hews Covezage.

It did pot seem to me thst enough thought hed been givenm to News ss the |
foundatdon of redle oper=tlon upen mhich programsss ase bwilt - and upen whioh
the credibility of the stetion depends. Big snd successful effurts had besn
mnde to bring into Munich, snd to the Regiomel Pesks, the raw material fras
Heutars and other Westermn agencles, from the monitoring of Tass, Tanyug and
other sources, from the Ameriean mnd Buropsan press on the day of publication,
snd from W.F.E. reporters asent out for special events.

On the other hand, I could not find any acoepted standard laying down that
news coverage should be global, or that it should be Fres World, or that it should
be (what 1t 1a) ap amalgem formed partly from world news, partly from American
and some European presa comamnt, and partly from the special interssts of exile

groups,

Ihe Home Service Convantiop.
| The fibhal decision is not an essy one to make, but it seems to mo that at
| the moment R.F.E. i# nelther supplying a consistemtly reliable service of world
| news (with & good deal of pommon ground between the informmtion given by the
various langusge services) mor is it in fact on the News side a mumber of free
nutional redlos, home servigea competing with those of the Communist-dominmted
capltals: partly boosuse informstion slready given by the Comsunists is regarded
ity o i4otenerjand audience reaction shows that this is an aryuable
standpoint - partly becsuse the information on internal affairs obtained from

olher sourees, or about exiles and thelr deings, is often by any showing of minor
imgortance.
Qrzsnlsation.

Within the present gensral framework of R.V.E., with ito Heglonal Desks
aocorded a considerable degree of sutonomy, I consider thet there sre organisstional
‘Ghfigtetates becsuse of which it 1s difficult to meinteln = satisfactory standerd

(1) My personsl is that oulstanding fros the
g'l-tnr M:ﬁ:ﬂuinllﬂl casts, so Mm needs of encs *M.i:

m
satisfied. The items will not be glven in the terms s, F.A.P.
L:I.Imthﬁ- Mntmm

ﬂs!-l. or M.T.I., so this w
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of objectivity in the Wews. There is no single man, or office, in H.F.E. with
the responsibllity to preserve Lhe scourscy, objectivity and consistengy of all
Newscasts in all lsnguages. At the prosent time the Political Adwisor snd his
staff take Mews conferences and cooperote with Reglonsl Desks to ensure the
accurscy of Newscests, Admirably tocugh thls is done, so far as personal

knowledge and friendly diplemacy are concerned, it does not seem good in primciple

to hasve Nows under politicsl direction, though one would expect the Folitieal
Advisor und his staff to be avallsble at all timee to glve political information,
or background to Western policles.

with objectivity the aim it would sesm reasonable %o think =lso in terms

of accurscy and consistency, Yet thare does not seem to exlst at Lbe mouent
sny mechanism to ensure that the warlous News Desks really do laterpret the
same news in the same way (with whatever differsnces of natlonal expresalom),

that previous information relevant to a news story is supplied to all Decks,

that there is continuity of information from one shift to ssother, =nd (not
least important) that there 18 a systematic translation check on Newscasis mo
that standnmis ean be kept in harmony.

In my opinion, within the Desks, there are at the moment wide differences
of expertise in the handling of any particular story, depending em the apscial
knowledge or evem special entimelasm of the sub-editor responsible: there may
be a real expert in French polities behind ona story ™it not behind snother,
There may be a tendency; from excellent motives, to overplsy bm:uricm events,
Or perhaps (I do not wish to be dogmatic on necessarily incomplete sempling)
the complex problems of the Middle Fast and Asia are underplayed. /nd ia R.F.E,
1tself there appears to be & penernl cpinion that up #4111 now there has not been
enocugh inter-communicetion between the Desks to ensure a reesons=bly consistent

treataent of monitored news relsting to all the variocus satellites.

News Seen es Trends.

One last general impression, not easy to express but closely sssociated
with & judgment of news objectivity. Possibly the E.B.C. bas got sonswhere
near s good standsrd beemuse on the whole the English do not believe is "causea®
(except in wertime) or in sbsolute principles, but walt for Lhe vindication of
truth out of conflict snd contradiction. Certainly the best British journmallem,
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not unlnfluenced by Comuon Law, preserves a falrly elesr distinction betweenm fact
apd comment, a5 doea the best Americen Journalism.

But America hay a tradition going beck to the Revelutlon of belief in
Lssutable principles which will be vindicated. The American mind, politically
end historieally, is "dedicated Lo a proposition™, so that news can be discussed
io terms of trends and linked with future vindication. Bo we read in Bpecial
Guldence Fo.20 'On Objective Truth': "We believe that only the truth can win us ’
eredibility with our listemners. We have faith in our cause. We belleve it must

triumph in the end".

Agaln, Englomd has oot in modern history suffered defeet or partition, there
Mﬂnuthnkllhhd.n"mfnmﬁmhhtﬂ-qﬂnnlmdu;
lporance snd indifferonce while hoping for a luture liberation, Bud modern
Eurcpesn exlles naturally interpret the news townrdn their desired ends; and it
is worth remembardag that Central Buropesn journalism bhas always favourad the
Tsulllotan, the splclag of fucts with obasrvation and imaginstion, rather tham
straight newe and sogparats cosmaent.

Theee differences go very desp. In the 5.B.0, tradition News 1w what has
hagpenied, sat if necoasary &zainst a background of past happenings so tost
?Nwrl-h v L aonleved. HAeprecantetive spokesasn are guoted, to provide additional

Li ;.‘.h-

Yo Wl fects oF to caprest dlstortlonp of facta by othars, the original distortion being
[ i . L
¥ 's.; quotad atealght, wleh source, bSat without comwant. HNewonpapers are Dot guoted as

nams unleds () a smestlon of subjest or circusstence mukaos what the newspapesr

l suys news In Ltgalf < w.g. Prevda reflects Krealin poliey, or (b) shere is

| widaspread resctlon to sn eveni, in whlch case balsaced quptes are given. If a
single newapaper Lo gquoled, or 12 = certiald sasll group of pupers are oftemn quoted,
(for wiwapls, the New York Hevald Tribune, tne dJew York Times and Washington Fost)
the listiner way conclude that the guotes were chosen wot to inform him but o
influence himj and thnt comelusion is in the long ran bad for the redio.

Speguletion spd Predictioa.

In sy study of RuF.E, it scamsd $c me that very little distinction was made
botweon News and Comment desplte a msnifest desire to do so, In the interesting
peper "On Objective Truth", p.2, they are grouped together: Hhews Editors
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impartially feed both; and the Daily Ouidsnce frow New Iork epplles to both,
thereby incidentally confirming the political direction of the Nems.

Equnlly important is the tendency in A F.E. %o ragard Hews as a Lrand
townrds the future, so that stories indicate (scmetimes predioct) what is about
to happen rather than what has happened. Where the trend goes wrong, a3 it did
with the unexpected results of the French electiona, there 15 a tendesngy to
underplay the facts, although this muat arouse susplecicn in the minds of listeners,
(There is no better sign of confidence in the future tham the strength to give the
bad news first). Or agaln, if the political advice is to underplay some confusing
and unwelcpme event, such as the misunderstanding over the Dulles article in Life,
it may often happen that the facts will be given in Comment. In the long run this
i3 bad for the prestige of the News if the listener has to find the facts in snother
part of the cutput or if he concludes that the News does not give him a complote

ploture.
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BREPORT ON

VIEIT TO RADIO FREE FUROPE, MUNICH.

1L1.
PARTICULAR PROBLEMS.

1ie Hudget
One cannot be long in Englischer Garten without realising that the sise of 1

the Budget is s constunt precccupation with officials of H.F.E. The file of
material accumulated by 7 s.m,, contalning sgency news, general monitoring,
U.5.1.5. reports, and verbatim texts from H.F.E. New Iork and Burope, may run

up to & quarter of & million words. In my experience a conscientlous journalistie

run~-through takes about an hour and a hali, Even the X Budget, becuuse it retains

the most important ltemn, occuples en hour.

The quesatlon in sy mind was whelher everybody was equally consclentious in
mastering the Budget. Admlttedly the task 1s not slweys presented in such
formidable temms, for the items come in swall batches to snifus on duty. Still,
in any redio work there are many who follow nommal (or abnormsl) offliee houras:
there are many who have to resd themselves in after leave or sickness. The
guestion wes whether the varlety of materisl im the Hudget slowed down work im the
morning, whether the eive of it was =n obstecle to contiauity of informatiom.

I noticed ¢ne case where an editorisl man st 11,%0 a.m, did not imow the
most lwportent etory of the morning from B.F.E.'s polat of view - nor do 1 blame
him. The impreesion I gaiped was that the methods of digesting the Budget were
not uniform, At one extreme were those who had 1% delivered and sat up in bed
with it =t 7.%0 a.m, At the other extreme were the practised few who could sirip
it to vhat they considered sseentisl - say Reuters and/or U.P. - in a very short
time, thus defesting the purpose of a complete informetien-gathering gervice.

Nevertheless the full Budget, with its many disedvantages, hac %o be
underetood in terme of Munich as & poor news focus, The staff of the B.B.C.

Furopesn Service take it for granted that the Uawn shift begins with the early
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editione of the London and provincial pespers: warious reports sbout curremd

news and the interpretetion of it from many pointe of vies show up the

essentisls end diselose contradictions of fact which heve to be settled one

way or the other. Steff coming in % Bush Eouse ln the morning have parhapp

already read two or three papers, besides listening to the morning news. R.F.E,
staff are restricted to the Suddeutsche Zeitung snd perhaps to the early editiom
of the Neue Zurcher Zeitung, with whatever they msy have picked up on the radie.
The point is thst one way or another radio journalists heve %o read vert
amounts of pre-digested news snd comment, The Budget is unwieldy ut not
significantly different from acres of resding-matter in The Times or the
Monchester Quardiss - every London journalist has his own prectised mammer of
dealing with these. On the positive side the R.F.E. Budget is s remarkable
collection of msterisl for daily brosdocast use, including full texts of articlss
from papers in America and all over Europe which are often of the first
and meade evailable with & minimum of delay. Anybody who has a good imowledge of

the Munich Budget is in many ways better equipped than hia opposite number in

London, my only reservation being that too much of the Budget expresses am

American point of view, The existing tendency in the Language Desks to stress
Americen news is thereby encouraged. More than once in Newscasts I found stord
for example on the Five Year Plan, which were controversisl comparisons between

Russis snd America rather than objective news reports.
The problem here is to make the best general use for broadoasting of the

materisl available and at the same time to reduce the sheer bulk of paper which

weighs upon everybody in & responsible position at R.F.E,

The Central News Degk,

It in sagentinl tc =ee the Contre! Newe Desk #p & late-comer, or &8 & 1n
orgenised unit, within the fremework of R F.E. Ite functions sre slmost
coniined to intake and supply for the Reglonal News Desks, with a minimun of
editorisl control. Thers ig, however, a measure of editorial juripdiction
the powsr to withhold from cireulation obwiously fulse or wislending reports
mark doubtful points for information only, to flesh sensational news to all

Desks, snd to mark up the more important items for the X Budget. In addition,
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Contrul Mews Desk officials attend Regional snd Newe Conferencea, The liat of
principal stories lssued st 10 a.m. snd 4§ p.m. 18 no doubt a useful gulde for
News Neske. The final control of news lies with the Political Advisors, who
cun suppress or pley down any ltem - though my impression is that this power 18
tactfully used end oftan subject to tactful objections from the Reglonal Desks.
To take first the Central News Desk for shat it is and does, I can only
express admliration that so much gels done, in such lowly end coufined quarters,
by such & small steff snd with so little fuss. The work includes, in sddition
4o whut kss been mentioned, the heading and referencing of stories, taking
eldppdnge from pepers, snd recording snd trunscribing reports from R.F.E, buresux,
as wall as the dlpiributing of Budget material throughout the building.
For tlie work involved it geesmed to me that the steff was wery smail,
eapecislly when sccount ls teken of normal helideys end sick-leave., 1 &lso
noticsd thut the tasks of dlstribution sre not mede essler by the laterel expsnsion

of the tuildings st R, F.E, In & radio orgenisetion besed on hourly Newscasts the

diptribution unit {s delivering to the Regionel Desks twlce an hour on the average,
shich @id not mppesr to se to be sufficient, though ncbody complained. In any
case, @lstribution slone is & consldersble problem which might only paxtly be

solved by mechunicul sids 1ike pneunatic tubes.
I shell refer sgain to the position and functions of the Central Kews Desk,

welch could perhape be reorgeaised without redicelly changing the beslc structure

of E.F.E. or damsging the suloncny of the RBegional Desks.

Keglonul News Desks.
I was very fevoursbly lmpressed by the enthusiesm end professionel aims of

the Regional News staff whom I met et work or in off-duty conversetion end
digoussion. They geve every indicstion of a good team spirit; end the effort
of every desk was to provide a lucid and up-to-date news service %o R.F.E.
sudiences in the termus, snd witn the priorities, approprizte to the different
national communities.

This means in practice that there are wide veristions in the varlous lsnguage
Newscusts being brosdcagt at the ssae tlue by R.F.E., for meny geparate judgments

are being applied to the basic materisl. Most of the importent topicsl stories
are covered, for the sutonomous Desks are linked together by the conferences,
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by the Daily Guidance, and by the News Guidance sheet issued twice a day by

Central Hews Desk. There are also informal consultations with the Desk Chief
and with the Folitical Advisors. Although the following remarks will be critical,
I have ne intention to ignore many well-Iramed Newscasts, many clear and
objective stories, much valusple information which the News Desks of R.F.E.
broudesst throughout Central Europe so as to ensure, with other Western stations,
that the Communist tyranny shall not possess a monopoly of the means of
communication.

However, all the sensible arrangements for information and lisison inside
R.F.E, do not in wy judgment supply sufficlent safeguards to mmsure s reasonable
objectivity - and in saying this I have not in mind a rigid or scedemic stendard.
Under a system where the raw materisl flows through almost unprocessed to five
different editorial centres there ars bound to be daily examples of the
misapprehension or cmission of important stories, snd of the inclusion of stories
not fully varified.

(Examples: Assuming always that trenslations sre correct, the Polish Newscast
of January Sth, Item 38, described the 'Soil Bank' project of President Elsenhower
with, among other points, the phrase, "It would consist in the taking over Ly the
State of some arable lsnd by the farmers, who would be pald for it" - a suggestion
of expropriation widely diffsrent from the Presldent's sctual proposal and
creating a bad impression among peasant sudiences. On January l6th the Bulgsnin
interview to Viegion, with its suggestion of Russian interference in.the sensitive

area of South America, was picked up by the B.B.C. et 1500 G.M.T., but it seems

to appear only in the Hungarian Newscast of R.F.E. end at 2100 C.E.T. The same
transmission crught the Russian evacuation of Porkkala, otherwise neglected, amd
most Desks (not the Poles) stressed Monnet's plan for a United States of Europe
rather than the resl point of that day, which was Buratom, the discussion of a
projeot of European Atomic Cooperation, on the lines of the Iron and Steel
Comuuni ty) .

There are certain alge to be variations of scmetimes imporbent subsidiary

detalls, where one agency or another has been followed without verification of
contradictory points. And there may be examples of rumours stated as news in ibJ
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nhup- of conseguent fulflluwent - a danger all the greaeter becsuse the News staffs

'|

are lotelllgent sand intensely politicsl men who are often gaubling on ressonsble
predictions - but these are not yeot facts.

M; The Hungarien NHewscsst of 1700 on January 9th, Item 27, s=2y3s of the
disturbances in Jordan: "It wap offlclally stated that also Communista
participsated in the rlots snd it was believed certeln that Lf the demonstrations
sere not Coamunint inspired bhey were at leust fanned snd explolited by Communists™ -
tials would certainly need checking as en official stetesent. On January 16th both
the Czech (hesadllses) end Hungarisn NHewscasts (Item 53 at 1800 C.E.T.) suggested
that the U.8. Budget appropriated 643 for national security, as though it ware

arms axpenditure, inatead of distinguishing between defence costs and autual sid
programmes, The Rumanisns oca the same day (1702 C.E.T.) talked about three

billion dollars earmurked "for endowing and instructlng the allied military forces" -

a phress which could certainly be misinterpreted. MAs for predictions, the Csech
lewscasts of January §th confidentiy foreteld that the imericsns were planning for
the begioning of this year the biggest hydrogen bomb tests yet; and also reported
(Item %0) that Preaident Eisenhower refused to confirm the report, saylng that an
announcement by A.E.C. should be awsited - thie announcement was made three or
four days later. On January 17th a report based on & single agency that Tito waa
to visit Moscow was apparently given by more than one Desk; it will no doubt be
confirmed by a subsequent official announcement).

Another general criticism to be made is that much of the News 1la conceived
in terms of psychologleal warfare: one feels that the sub—editor was selecting
or forming every atory with the conflict between Communism and the Free World in
mind, so that he sometimes Included items of mo great intrinsic importance,
therehy glving them a false emphasis, because they were waguely uncomfortable
for Soviet Russia. Arbltrary quotations from newspapers are often cpen to the
same objection: the Bulgerisns, for example, sometimes take a comment from one
unnamed British, French or American paper snd attribute it to the British, or
French, or Americsn press.

(Exsmples;  Assuming always that translations are correct, the Hungarian Newsocasts
of Jsnuary 9th gave prominence at 0800 and 0700 ta a story from Guatemals that the

distribution of land to peasants had spesded up since the overthrow of the
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pro-Commmist Arbens Government (my own reaction was sceptioal); on the same
morning there was an odd story, (Item 49), keyed to the Natlonal Chinese News
Agency st Taipsh, that the Soviet Fleet was carrying out msnosuvres from Hbanghai;
most desks on January 16th emphasised beyond prudence that Mollet would not "bey
with the Communist wolves®™ though it wss slready clear that he could not take
office without Communist support, and in the report of bis spesch nobody mentioned
thet he proposed the repeal of the Barange Law for aid to Chureh schools; and on
the seme day there was & general tendency to stress the demooratic tendency of
the new Egyptisn Constitution, though the Hungarian Desk - which was reserved on
the point - mentioned that MIG fighters of the Kgyptian Alr Force were flylng

over Cairs).

It is very difficult to deal with the characteristic sspect of R.F.E,
Newscasts, that they are in part to be regarded as home services competing with
the radios of the Commnist-controlled capitals. As I have sald, this i3 a

radio convention, sccepted as such by the Communist minority snd by Lbe natlonal

anjority. But to judge by the Newscasts I have anslysed, and by my experiences of
the working of R.F.E., this aspect of the News operstion is far from conslstent.

One knows from experience thst many Ltems are used (for example, Western newspaper

comments on the Five Year Flan) as counters to the highlights of the Communist
output. Incldentelly, some of the longer items, for exsmple on political or
stonomic developments, in all langunge Newscasis, were often brilllsatly writtem
and besed on expert judgment, though they tock the form rather of short News
Comments rather than of Hews items, One knows also that R.F.E. editors ars
cautious about using in Newscasts statements made by relugees, for the mors local
these are the less subject they are to verification, while nothing is so likely
to give a bud reputstion to Western news broadcasts as & mistake about logally
known facts. I was on the whole surprised to find how little of loeal colour,

or of Sovist-reflected news, there was in the Newscasts I examined.

The degree of prominence to be given to the pronouncements of exiled political
leaders must also be a problem under the R.F.E. radio convention: on the one
hand the exiled politicians represent no resl politicsl power in the West and
may represent no political power in the Homeland; on the other hand they beoome

of lmportsnce 1f a Western statesusn receives them offieislly, or if thelr




Wilson Center Digital ,_Archive Original Scan
=t X e
' organisnations are fostered, or if they are able to say exactly what their
gllsnced compatriots at home would like to have said.

In most cases, however, to my mind, while it is natural for R.F.E, to use
this material, to give 1t world-prominent importance is a distortion of news
values. Perhsps the most useful balancing of the Newscasts will come from the
declsion ulresdy made to have & Monitoring Editor for the supply to all desks
of stories from the Soviet orblt of which full use is not at pressnt made. This
will perhaps reduce the impression that the Newscasts are too Amerlcan in
substance for Lhe home service convention to nhold water; and it will also meet
the objection that sub-editors are more keenly alive to developments in Paris
than to developments inslde ell the satellites.

In my opinion the objectivity of R.F.E. Newscasts would be improved if more
attention eould be pald to the backgrounding of stories, either with antecedent

facts or with sound political and diplomatic judgments. This ig not an easy

matter with frequent Newscasts composed by small editorinl staffs; and R.F.E.
has not had time to amass a strong collection of elippings and other easily
sgeessible refersnce materisl. The importunce of this polint was recognlsed by
seabers of the News Desks with whom I discussed it, but it was not often in the

translated Newscssts that I came meross a really well backgrounded nsws story

with pest facts to put the latest developments in proportion. The authority of
such & story (to give only one example the ltem on Japsnese-Soviet negotiations
in the Rumasnisn Newscsst of 1702 of 16.1.56) wes immediate,

Finelly, there was in all the Newscasts which I anslysed a lack of logic or
care in glving the sources of statements msde. The refersnces ranged =ll the way
from "officlslly stated® to "unconfirmed reports". Ascription to "Congressional
eircles" or to "political olrcles" should be avolded, for hera surely is the
opportunity to give sn informed background plece by the Politicsl Advisor,
introduced in some established guise, such as "Our Politieal Correspondent®.

This could be re-written on Reglonal Desks to preserve the national charagter of
the output without changes of materinl fact.

Again, there should be csution about the quotation of obsoure newspapers as
sources, 4s in an item about an alleged anti-Govemment plot in Chile which began
with the words "Rumours are circulating” and ended by ascribing the rumoura to
WEl Mercurio”. Iren Curtain listemers are not in a position to judge the authorit
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or the joumallistic ethies of this particular paper.

Chenging the Lead.
During my analysis, and in conversstion with News personnal, I noticed that

there wus some differsnce of custom and opinion sbout the retention of the order

of ltaus 1n Newscasts. With hourly News transmissions it must frequently be

ths case that the relative importance of storles hus not altered, yet there is &
journalistic instinet to create interest with a mew lesd. In ay experionce this
15 unwise becsuse it arouses a false expectation. It is especially unwise in
Iron Curtain transmissions because the listener may be in dunger, or uay be
tunlng in under jamming, so that he needs no more than headlines Lo assure
himsell that the main news is mueh the same.

On the other hand, there is the srgument that an important speech or Western
declarstion should be given priority all day, so0 sx to saturate the reception
ares, nlthough journalistically it is becoming stuler and fresh news should
porhaps be taking the lead. This is an old gquandary ol Iron Curtadn broadcasts.
In oy opinion the lead should be changed joumnalistically, with hesdlines drawing
attention to the speech or comminique which continues to be given s prowinent
place over a long period.

Purther, where there Lg an hourly spread of Newscasts, the opportunity
exists for st lesst one recapitulstion Newscast, glving a survey of the past
twenty-four houra, end therefore recnlling even lmportint dovelojmenty which

may have feded back snd dropped cut of tranaslselions.

Election Year.

Thraughoutw.rsb&ylnmmich,thmmnnammm-hnhnrlponﬂﬂ
charscter, I was intorested in the treatment of American political developments,
many of which are (or ressonably can be) related to party rivalries. The
furopean Service of the B.B,C. nss reeently bad the same problem of e General
Klection - political passions are ralsed, resh statements sre made, and Fress
Reviews give the impression that thers is no wore nstional or bipartisan unity
even in the field of foreign aflairs.

My genersl lupression was that f.F.E. was so much aware of election ye&r
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‘ that there was a tendency to lay off or undarplsy too many American storlies, on
the ground thet they were confusing, or that Congress would make big changes in
AMainlstration projects. This delicacy of spprosch on some American setbters
contrasted with enthusiespm on other occesions - there was no question of
underplaying an American sttitude towards Communism or in suppert of captive
Buropesn nations., I am not sure whether R.F.E. reported farrimsn's stetement on
January 19th that President Eigsenhower had been wrong in his judgment of the
Sovlet Union. This wes clearly electoral bui made by a responsible Demoerat and
therefore part &f the cut snd thrust of the slectorsl debate, not all of which
could be favourable to the Administration.

There 18 no Intention on my pert to underestimate the problem. On my omn
showing, cauticon is wore than ever mecessary wiih flve separate Desks! At the
seme bLime I think the gulding rule should be to lean on the side of franimess
rather bthaa of reticence, for Commnist opponents will glve distorted accounts

of whatever iz to thelr adventsge; snd msny moves of primarlly domeatic and

electoral significance build up into smaall international crises with worldwide
reactions. In any case in Western democracles forelgn policy is larzely distated
by intarnal politicual considsretions.

The Dulles article in Life was such a nine-days wonder, but a significant ocne
beesuse of the subject-matter of the confusion, for the Manchester Gusrdian
reactlon, and for the Commmnist distertion of the whole affalr, The line in
Muniaoh was to lay off - st lesst in the early stages. This was notural because
the developnents were confusing, but the subject matter made this controvesy dne
of primary interest for Iron Curtein sudiences. The tendsncy wss for comment to
be made on it, however indirectly, even when little was being seid directly in
Newscasts.

In much the oume way the line was to underplay the U.5., Budget, especially
in the sspects of foreign aid and sid for refugees, on the grounds that its
provisions would be sltered by Congress. My own csution about the Budged would
be to avold too many billion dollar statistics, and terms of financial economice
diffioult for the mudience to sssimilate, but to give foreign sid and refuges ald
projects as lmportant: 1f Congress ware to amend the figures, that also could
be given im due course. (In the event I found that this pollcy was followed by
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ths B.B.C. Buropean Sevvice, but that the various I.J.E, Desks treated the U.8,
Budget in & very unegual mamner).

4 third exasple, which surprised me, was IL¥.E, csutlon over Frezldent
Elsenhower's 'Soll Bank' project - Ually Guidence of January LOth sdvised;
"Detsdls of Preeidentlul Ferm Message might be consldered too ccaplicated for

effectlve bandllng in rudio brosdezsts - furthermore L1t would be difficult to

predict which will and which will not be spproved by Congress". To me it seemed
lmmensely Lmportant o report Gils, snd to explain its dmpliontions: «ll of
then slgnlficant or difficull of comprenension for Iron Curtein sudiences.

I{ was wn enorwous plus for free enterprise sgriculture which had an
unstorable surplus; Lt was an ettempt to reducs the suxplus by avolding btoth tha
destouclion of crops end duwping; it involved the withdruwel of some lend from
¢rop cultivation (a cifficult idea for peasants to understand); =nd it involved
the pousible gale of produce to Comunist countrlies - shich could mesn tilessed
forelgn sld Lo cese of a bad hervest or of Commmist mismsnagement, but which
¢ould elso mean thet ihe Vest pight find itselfl propping up Comminist regimes at
& eriticsl moment. I could not find that these polnts were properly tcken up by
R F,F. elther in news or copcent, perheps becouge the inmitial advice wes to play

the project down.

Eross Reviens.

Something hsy already besn sald sbout the use of newspaper quotations in
Hewacasts and about the primary need, for the sake of ocbjectivity, to separate
llews mad Comwent. Even if one 1s not too rigld on this point - for journalistip
custows vary and thers may often be intsrest in some balanced guotations from
authoritative newspupers to Lllustrate the news - 1t would otill be advisable in
my opinion to increase the Press Roview content of R.F.E. schedules, perhaps
closely following Wewscasts, using them as & means both of more obvious balancing
of opinions #ad pernaps also of e clearsr 'Burcpesnisation' of Free Europe.

The Dally Budget contalns a number of very imterssting articles from many
countries of which rether patchy use ssaus to be made. Somstimes they appear in
Rewacasts, sometlmes in Press Beviews, sometimes as the basis of Commente, It

seems necessary that for their intrinsic interest they should sonotimes appear
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the countries addressed - but it could well be repeated in Press Reviews., At the
same time there seems little sense in giving as news & depressing survey of
conditions in Soviet Latvia.

With the time avallable for most of the Reglonal Desks in the daily schedule
I would suggest a regular scheme of newspsper and possibly also of broadcasting
reviews (@f the B.B.C.'s daily Survey of World Press and Hadio) with the aim of
letting opinion in the Free World speak for itselfl, with no gloss =& editorial
linking materisl, The very fact that there is sharp debate is of magnetic interest
to listeners. I have in mind not only the American and British Press - both of
them widely used by R.F.E. - but also the Press of France and Italy in all thelr
lights and shades, of Oermany, Switserland and Austria, not forgetting paricdicals.
The purpose would be to give information and to widen the horison of Central
Buropean listeners (without any conceslment of unpleasant sspects from them). : It
seems to me that, {or commsndable reasons, many people inm Munich are solicitous
not to depress sudlences with baed news. In the end bad news cannoi be concealed.

The altemative is to reise felse hopes and to create illusions with a bitter

antl-climax.
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REFORT ON
VISIT TO RADIQ FRER BUROPE, MUNICH.
v,
RECOMMENDATIONS

I therefors make the following recommendations:-

(1). The Central News Desk should be reorganised and its editorial fumetion
should be widened, in cooperation with the Political Advisor and with the Reglonal
Desk Chiels. '
( (2). The Chief of the Central News Desk should be regerded as the upholder
'and coordinator of News standards: his staff to be of = size snd of a joumalistie
‘l'.!-llib!"l to command respect from the Reglional Desks.

(3). The Central News Desk should prepasre basic News Stories of world news,
based on incoming agency and monitoring materiml, These stories should ge
forwsrd to Reglonal News Desks, together with relevant sgency and monitoring
material, for final editing in accordance with the netional psychology of the
Desk., Put this basioc News ocutput should provide a central standsrd of material
fact and a ressonable pointsr to News priorities.

(4). The Chief of the Central News Desk should have oconstsnt knowledge of
R.F.E. E“s}'butput. in various languages, elther by a system of t::&nnht:l.m or by
the cooperstion of btilingusl personnel.

(5). The editing of storles from satellits monitoring should also be a
funetion of the Central News Desk, as this is for the convenlence end inforuwation
of all the Reglonal Desks. The monitoring materlsl upon whick these stories are
based should not then form part of the Budget.

(6). The Centrsl News Desk should have better acoommodation om the ground
floor or first floor, not only for ite prestige and for the morsle of personnel,
though these are both relevant factors., The recomsendation is made &= & means to

relieve the problem of distribution by bringing the Centyal News Desk nearer o

“the Regional Desks, This should slso improve News liaisonm.

"?} (7), The Chief of the Central News Desk or his representative should attend

the Reglonal Meetings held by the Politicel Advisor, and should also se =
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\ragulnr procedure give a survey there of the main storles that have broken since
the previous evening. This process helps the coordination of Hews and Programmes;
snd Reglonal experts have an opportunity early in the day to suggest amendments
or necessary items in the News ocutput.

(8). The Chisf of the Centrsl News Desk or his representative should preside
at the afternoon News Conference, with the Political Adviser or his representative
in sttendsnce for consultation. I see no reason to change the present system
whereby the Chiefs of the Regional News Desks in rotation run over the news of
the day, for this helps to stress their element of independence inside the common
organisation of R.F.E., At the same time a News suthority asserted with the tsct
at present shown by the Politdcal suthority could only serve to bring the

organisation mors closely together.
(9). Among its many other functions the Political Advisor's office should

be available to the Central News Deask for short News paragraphs, as from &
Politieal Correspondent, giving diplomatic or politicel background to complicated
developments. These would serve elther for direct use or as guidsnce for
Reglonel Desks - a short and guickly circulated variant of a Background Paper,
which takes such longer to resch the output.

(10). With an eye on the unwieldy Budget I recommend a further process of
separation during the process of intake at the Central News Desk. If it is
recognised thal there should be a clearer distinction between News and Comment
in the Newscasts, and that Press Heviews might be given even more systematically
than they are at present, then ageacy material ss a basis for News should be given
separate distribution from press waterial as & basls for Press Reviews and
Comuent.

(11). In practice this would pot mesn that appropriate gquotes frow the Press
could never be given in Mews stories or that (for example) an important article
én Hungary in The Times or in the Osservatore Romano would be relegated to more
leisurely Press Review trsatment. My recomuendation is that an editorisl member
of the Central News Desk — s Reglonal Copytaster - should be alert to Regional
requirements, In separating out basic News materisl the Regionzl Copytaster
would send the importsnt verbatim text or sgency tape straight to the Hungariesn
Desk for local treatment (alerting the Desk first by phone) and do = basic story
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for other desks 1f the artiols sesms to be of general Europesn significunte. But
Press quotes or texts of secondsry importence would go forwerd separztely for
considerstion in Press Heview or Comuent. To my mind this method would be found
by experience to simplify snd to clarify the work of the Regional Desks, besides
reducing econsiderably the bulk of the Budget.

(12). With more careful and mope systematic writing of basic News storiea
there should be systematic referencing of the date, time, initisls of sub-editor,
and nources of statements made. It would soom be found that these stories, filed
with clippings, would strengthen the News Informetion section for the backgrounding
ef future stories. A comparable system should be used for storlies initinted by
the Heglonal Desks.

(12). The Chisf of the Centrsl News Deak should slso have an advisory and
lisison responsibility to arrange times snd technical faciiities for voloecast
reports from R.F.E. Buresux, A grest deal of wvalusble material is st present
being reported intc Munich from R.F.E. points; and it is reasonable that most of
this is in English (or in Germen or French) for genersl use., Ia sy opinion the
Reglonal Deske are none the less losing walusble opportunitles for volcecast
despatches in thelr own languages. The resson for this loss perhaps ia not the
cost of lines but rather a fallure of orgsnisation in the Desks and with the Centre.

(14), R.F.E. has been operating for more than flve years and is taking

long-term measures for the Muture, A system should be worked cut for truining

members of the different Regional Desks, especlelly the News staff, in = common
R.F.E, spproach to their work., While some of the Newsmen ere prectical journaliste
of long experience, cthers come from different flelds or have had no previocus
radio tralnlng. The nationsl individuality of the ssparate Desks would not be
impaired if everybody had foundation bralning In the simple technicalities of
tranamission snd ssoimilation, some Jnmowledge of the principles governing radia
journaliss - for example, the avoldsnce of too many statistics - and the same idess
about the practloal mesns of stteining objectivity in Newscasts.

(15). As Munich is s bad newsgathering centre, desplte the line snd monitoring
service that has been bullt up, Lhere should be some systenatic monitoring of the
European Service of the B.B.C. In English, or the Genersl Oversess Service, I'l;""’i- as
& model (for the prioritles will slways differ between H.F.E. in Munich snd s
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genernl B,B.C., Service from London) but as a useful gulde to the latest news and

news appreciation in a world centre.

In conclusion I tske this opportunity to thank the officials end staff of
R.F.E. for their kindness to me during =y stay in Munich and for the readiness
with which they met my requests for informstiom about thelir work.

Rudio Free Europe in Munich is a large organisstion, so thst an investigation
of this kind led from one operstlon to amother; and I am fully comscicus that in
the time available it was not possible for me to cover every detail. However,

I may say that I learnad a great desl from R.F.E, It will glve me pleasure if

I have been able to asslst its work.
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. FOREIGN OFFICE,
8.%.%
PRA34/5 February 23, 1956,

Thank you very much for sending us the report on your
visit to Radio Free Eurcpe., We will keep the circulatiom
suitably restricted, but your detailed analysis will be of
great value to ua,

Thank you also for your invitation to lumch on February
27, which I am delighted to accept. I hope you will have had
a good week's reat after the exertions of Munich and report

writing,

(P. C. Storey)

G. Maocdonald, Esq.,
BBC, Bush House,
Southeast Wing,
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CONF IDENT IAL.

RADIO FREE EUROPE.

We hear from the B.B.C. that Radio
Free Europe have it in mind to try to
move from Germany to Britain within the
next two years.

2. They were able to organise their
present large set up in Munich because the
territory was under American occupation,
but the German Government have spparently
been trying to get them to move from
Munich for some time past.

3e I believe that the B.B.C. are about
as welcoming as Lea¥s daughters and I
imagine that nobody will show great
enthusiasm about allowing them to settle
here.

Lo On the other hand, we have a cloge
and excellent liaison with them, and there
is no doubt that they are on our side.
Also, they are some of the few people in
the world who are prepared to follow up
talk against Communism with sction.

5 80 far we have only had advance

warning of what may be afoot. For sll I
know the German Government may relent or
be prepared to bow to pressure. It sesms

to me, hawvever, that it is not too early
to start thinking about this problem.

N fladiSenr®q
(0. F.¥. Reddaway).

July 16, 1956.

Mr. Map; American Dept.
‘/

\ W it
Copied to:ﬁ?* \
Wegtern Dept.,
I.P.D.

Vasmee R.‘E:‘:’W'[Mu;
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Draft. Letter,

Tos

Chanoery

Bonn,

From:

I.R.D.

Ameriocsn Dep‘a
(Mr, Man,)

Western Dept. (4 4.

1P -.tmjf]e

Mr, Reddawmy,

Original Scan

Jul’, 19560

Dear Chencery,

We have heard from the BBC that Radio
Free Burcpe may have it in mind to move their
organization from Germany to the United
Kingdom within the next two years, If this
story is true some difficult problems will
arise here, We should be glad to know if

you have any information confirming it,

()
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POREIGH CFPICE,

e e ll

J‘ul.‘f rd:?. lgbﬁl

Dear Chanecery,

#e have heard from the BiC that Radlo Free
Europe may have it in mind %o move their
organisation from Germany to ine United Eingdom
within the next two Faares 1f this story 18 trus
gome aifficult problems will sriee heres e
ghould be glad to know iT you have any infor-
mation confirming it.

Yours ever,
Informetion Recearch Deparime&nte

Chaneery,
Bonne.
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We heayr from the B B.C. that =adle
Free Burope have it in mind to try to
move from Cermsny (o Britain =ithin tha
next two years.

Ze They were cble to organise thelir
present large set up in Munich beezuse the
territory woee under American cceupetion, g
but the Cerman Government heve spperently
been trying to get them to move from
Muniech for come time peste.

Je I believe that the B.B.C. =re obhout
s welcoming &s [ea'e dsughter, and I
imagine that nobi3; will show great
enthusisem about allowing them to settle
here.

Ye On the other hand, we have
end excellent lisison with them, and there

De S0 fer w@ have only had advance
verning of vhat may be afoots For sll I
tnow the German Government mey relent or
be prepared to bow to prepsure. It seems
to me, hovever, that it is not too early
to etart thinking sbout thie problem.

(0. Fo B, Reddawey)s

iire len, /Ameriean Dept.

Copied to:

'fiaat-am:y '
IsFeDs s 0k
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(PR 154/16) Jepteamber 7, 1956,

Dear Informetlion Ssrvicesn,

Thank you for your letter No. 31/1/27
of August 21 about Radio Free Europe's
mamoared move to London. Their representative
heére did in fect mention the maetter of the
getudio in conrnection with a regquest in lay
1555 for our help in seouring duty-free import
of reeoyding egulpment that they nesded for
the studio.

Yours ever,

INFORMATION RESEARCH DEFARTHENT .

British Information SBervices,
BONTE.
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September 7, 1956,

Dasar Informetion Services,

Thank you for your letter No. 31/1/27
of Auguat 21 about Radio Free Zurope's
rumoured move to London,. Thelir representetive
here did in fact mention the matter of the
studlo in conneotion with & reguest in May
195% for our help in securing duty-free import
of recording equipment that they needed for
the studio,

Yours aver,

INFORMATION RESEABCH DEPARTMERT .

British Information Servioces,

il.l...-' MNik s
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EXTERNAL  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  EXECUTIVE

UNION HOUSE, ST. MARTIN’S-LE-GRAND,

LONDON, E.C.I
Telephone : HEAdquarters Telegrams : Gentel Cent London
Phongen Cent London
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