Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

April 27, 1967

Telegram from the American Embassy in Warsaw to
the Department of State, 'Appraisal of RFE
Broadcasts to Poland' [Declassified September 19,
2016]

Citation:

"Telegram from the American Embassy in Warsaw to the Department of State, 'Appraisal
of RFE Broadcasts to Poland' [Declassified September 19, 2016]", April 27, 1967, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, CIA Mandatory Declassification Review, #C05459058. Obtained
and contributed by A. Ross Johnson. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/134833

Summary:

In Warsaw Embassy Airgram A-666, US Embassy officers analyze six weeks of RFE
Polish broadcasts and conclude that they support US policy objectives by informing
Poles about developments in Poland and the world and encouraging evolutionary
change.

Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

/

3

.

DEPARTMENT Ol F ST A"'L

riw/ nl Rip AF u_-/:/-‘( . |
. OR RMUSEONLY E
ana | wur | we ‘ PO Ye: . }
TREA T cu T g NO, . - yva HALOLING INOIE ATOR
) S Thils’ documen. consists of 5 pap
- pn o TG Y DEPARTHENT \ AOSTATE woT ’Wl'th a 7 -page enc losure, CQ‘()‘J ¥
R A [ > of.&:gopies.  Beries A ¥
. ot \ 1) ""T"‘_"’"‘t M ; " ’ .
L Koo a0 N b
. e ¢ ":{w C
b FRANEE
. . . KHiG h
aenTeon” Teau | pasy . AnBmbassy WARSAW o pDATE: April 27, 1967
| . . ' : ]
INT | eAv TR P eusgEeT : Appraisal of RFE Broadcasts to Poland

REF . CA-5921, Feb., 8, 1967 | ="
i

; e

050 | Umia

o LoanIs  (LIMITED DISTRIBUTION)

CRIIANY
Sl

and maintains 2 laxge follcoving in Poland. While
ene s are mors enthusiastic Lthan others, all find

4

dioand reliable source of international and
@

o n
r
AN

stic nevs, ~ They apnraciate the facte -thay news yeports
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JOT o7 H SUNIEH

= ive support For U.S. policy objectives in Poland.
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sment contAand in this weport 'is based not oaly upon- the
mon1t011ng of broadeagts by BEmbassy language ofiicers in
month and a half and a careful zeading of bhroadcast
Dt by dmpirossions gained over the past year or wore by
oidicers elther dn the course of dnterviewing visa
nuv**can‘" or in vaxvious other conversations with Poles

ook X ok Xk

JuT‘.ban 3y

a very liavge audience in Poland. Although: theve is no way
mrately measuring its popularity, it is our impression that
peobavly the most popular of all foreign broadoasis—-

. e Caunong the bettor cducated., It is frequently nicknamed
. " Zachodnia, " Anti-Party Polish intellectuals have almos

<

AT v
& proy*;etay' feeling towaxds RFE, while the non-party intellecluals
ve nolively interest in keeping up with RFE, Party newbers are
o ligtenars, btat for good and obvious reasons tend to
especially whon commenting to Fmbassy officers.

too ligten to RB¥E, there is a tendency awmony them
h o VOA and the BBEC.,  Dvea among intellectunls
coafuse LNT with VOA. It should be notled that
rank BZC avove IIFT but this is in larzo mrasurs

vid YVar 1I., These weopliw still think of
Lt hwenacasts huq the Jolo it uluy d duxing

PO - A
e e e de -,

LLenLon anony aszoriuont of peasant non-immigrant
Leants to R s owacorded by tie dinterviewing
bdhb vers Gissatvisfied with what they considered
itations when comnpared with what they read in the
Wnen asked whaether they congider tbe Polish press
replied thai tuey know a 1ot is nct Lrue but some
Fow exampJu bhey would often sy, the Folish press.
e U, 5, is killing civilians in Vietrnam and f£inally

1
avolded apy commeunt whabksoever. on RIE,

y the @ :bassy, it is our
Rl in conmiderable
\ a Polish iaftellectual who
Vest; and we cannot afford to have
wds value the infoemation passed to Lt
J ctua.) vill understandabiy bo eritical
aﬂsy ofdicers, thouo Ohl;idﬁ thoe Pariy
ch and sustenance in their own affort
1y outlside the Party will say, "1 read
and make up wy own mind.” When a
such an individund will ond

nmoat was fowend o admit it. Intexestingly, cducated
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The exteunsive treatment given to the KOLAKGYSKI affair by RIE is a
case in noint. Although a m%ttcr of keen interest in intollectual
'cJLc¢es,"n1,n special importance for Party wmembers, the Kolikowski
cest was Qiscussed privately in Poland but never montioncd in the
nress. By providing information about the case, BFE Livet of alk
demenstratad that one cannot depend on the Polish press for nevs.
acondly, hy presentlng the issues involved it helped xcinforce
sings for greoater freedom of oxpvcs ion even within the Purty,.

R¥I s troatnant of Aaan SCHAFF's article in the Auub ian Party
WﬂﬁFW 1 und Ziel in alil likel;hood also sexved to foster

Jor liveralization of the system., In that axticle
pointeo to the faillure of socialism to oveyxcome eitber in

ox in practice known foims of alienation, He noted that the
bureaucracy, and piapning system are sources of alienation,
2 oit not for RFE's Jdisgemination of Schafl's GTD”L"<=d views

7 would havc gone unaoticed except for the privileped few

: the Party.

wadcasts about U.3, activities in or affecting Poland,ars

Javly wvalvavle. They nelp coxrect tho distovtions and

9 ions ol the Polish pross,  Thus in
agreement and the negotiations leading

the U.8, idterest in finding mutually

' the specigl etforts of the Ambaszadorx

BRTG WAS reminded ol the highly con-

a halfd a nillion dollars worth of

O SR AL Y coumoanJe to Poland in e peried since L3577 and
Lo lonoon was also dvawn o the Xralkow ehidldren's h)spi”al built

dunds, This ds tyoical of the kind of helpful bhroadeasts
«.u. acticns in Polang,

Yo, policy toward uaotﬂrn uvroru
A umucgtf 3 . The account of LREBIINSKI'

a rounditable o wssion on Channel 135 in New Vorl

i Happened to the Tron Curtain?' is o good exmmpl
wuv*c“*c was given a seriousg and tnov ghtful prosonttiloﬁ

T
EREYY A

oif the U.8 to reinforce ties between Tastera

'. L)

boture and arnloiaiag

rcatment of ORI

)Auﬂa )% ere narticulariy

ortaat e faece of ine anti--
view ox the Vietnam war presenced

W@ side of tion pi
Vicbtnam, R¥E 4
)
A

U, polilcy ohj*c“wvc in fHastera 'nropo which
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vl certain developmants in other ¥astern Buropean .
helding them up as a model, BFE prompts the audience oo
“whoere is Poland?'" .- In this way .pressures fov change
Juch #PE reports as that on the freer pressz in
. 20), on pariiamcatary reforms in Hungavy (Feb. 215,
and L‘l"ﬂrluﬂ moves to open up their COIHtllCS to
bu.szu arz examples, RIFE effectively applauds cextain
Loocetions while encouraging still more. This was so in the
repos it of Doland’'s Liberalization of visa issuance procedures

Dy poioting

Tox inaviang,  In its treatment of the problem of handicralts

and o) ohbuxprcac in Poland RIFE conveyed the impression of a

sours gr of the Polish scene 1ntefosted in dimproving matters.

The explained the problem, the measures taken to )
Li situation, the shortcomings ol these stops and the -
S0l is1arco to sich actions. '

-otate matters, RIE presents the problem in a halanced

ntrasts with the onc.slded view contained in the Polish

RS treated Honslgnor CAGBARCLI's recent mission to Poland
Qﬁ:“fOﬂWﬂrd fashion, U explained the idssues involvad,

regime tactics to wndermine the Church and separate

: 3conﬁbu Trcm the Vatican, RIEFE bas also broadceast

j assessments ol the bhurgh problem in ,
article in Dic £gfpl which “was reported .

1.:‘ an \,u‘,Lmil.L.O.

e lj with the seusitve but imporiant probvlen

deait open

tism., This-problem iz only hinted at 1n'thu Polish
rebheiaxry 295 discussion "Jews ~ About Us and Ourselves'
treatment to an extremely compllcaLOd problcm in

uu:z - of international developments both
Co .munJgt wvorld, NFE is helpiul to the
aress veported the meating of Buropoun

o NG

Listeszr..

Cemmunigt Lavty by %ngsentntxves in Warsaw last To ebruary hut typical
not oxplain the issues involved, | RIFE, however, provided
; stion.  In fact the meeting was announced on Ri'Tl helore

press carvied . Through RFE the listener can lkeep
oA e JHLiy with -dnternationad agfalrs than he can by relying

bt

she Porlish 'L TCUE.

that in the Ministry of Hoaan,.draw
iide of lite, Gossipy items are of course
listenex.

% ) e
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criticisnms of broadcasts should be noted., Oné specific
in referring to the VietCong, the word’?partv71nci” is

used.  This evokes the syupathies of the Poles, It is . ¢u~~ sted

DY J,lA.L
roconiys to

n.)i.)

Lthat T\“ term VietCong be used instead. b) The progran. "o szosted

aight be»ter concentrate on playing records than on tho

fan letters received f{rom Poland. c¢) Interrupting

insert commentaries is annoying. It is preiorﬁblovto

pliay the record out and then start with. commentarles.

Cn o« wmoxre general level, the dlscernlng audlence is 1nevitably

rroy G
B A C A

Syt do 'not,

roprirnting
idaeve that the results of our program and script analysis, and

to flnd cause for criticism in any systematic program to.
provide inf
of .the fvce
noews. Sone

orination and analysis to a population that is deprived
flow of ideas and information, or is fed "managed"

of the criticisms we have heard of RIFE reflect this,

in our oninion, add up to reasons for retrenching o

the RFE '"mission to Poland.' On the contrarvy, we

nu conversations with varied repreboatatlvos of the Polish audience

.
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t> a vote of coniidence for IIFE broadcasts to Poland. Ve
VI

aber that by stimulating thought and criticism, even

.hwn \un,_of this cwﬁ“:ct,n is directed back at RFE, the broadcasts

same time gitimalating Poles to think crltlcally about
T which thoy are informed, or m151nJorxcd Dy theix

The Folish Govowiment's On,Lbl”luy and the COH@JQLlKnl"
gevotes to RFL tegtiiy to the eiffcctiveness of RPN,

/; 2{:>/ o GRéﬁEﬁ%:(I

Ouba lbo woxkilng notes prepared by IZmbassy officers
o monitored RFY prograns.
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a )
fiicers on mnu*tor d RIE

Subject and Commentis

V100
0.
11188

15145

.discussion of bis
Komsomolgkaya Pravda.

Lompentary on changes in Yugoslav

-promised that names of

‘good.

Too much interference to undex Sbud1 broadcast.

Program on Steinbeck's trip to VYietnam;
voply to attacks on.h¢m in -
Reception

poor.
however., In view of the

wvas interesting,
considerable gpage recently devoted by Poligh
press to Steinbeck and hls trip, program miy
be considered timely and apt., His defense
seemed apt and concrete, a good antidote to

the one-sided presentation of the Polish press

News., Commentary on controverqv aL Jar 52
niversity and czxse of lMichnilk in particulaxr
Party.
Interview with Vinzexr on nis experience in
Soviet labor camps., The latter was especially
rood by virtue‘of its graphic and concrete
reminder that -these camps continuve to exist
and Poles ave in them., Announcer
such Poles would be
read oui in subs seguent broadcastis I an told
that series oX broadcasts has aroused

i Nel
..:oAJwL

t this
congidexrable intevest in Poland.

Prograin of American pop records. Reception

1

Program on Stangl. . Good recepiion, very
clear. Interview w1th Wiesonthal in Vienna,
whe was instrumental+in tracking down ubmngl
{ag woll as other Nazi criminals in the past).
he was glad to be spealking Polish,

thing he rarvely did nowndays (his Polish
sounded perfecily convincing to me). ile
detailea Stangl's war time activities, the
civcuustances leading up to his apprehension

in Drazil and gave some reflections on the
wome of b;lhﬂ ing such people Lo boold, oven
war ovewx twenty years ago. (llig

reasoning was that
ine crime,

trials, though they don't

c\piﬁ\g are a conotwnt Te manOP of

Progam

»
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Date/Time Freguency ©  Subjecl and Comments

what happened, they put a whole generation
in Germany on the defensive and served as
the most "effective brake we have' on
possible. resurgence of Nazi movements, It
will be necessary to run down Nazis as long
as any of the people directly or indirectly
responsible are alive,) This program was
most interesting, and should have appealed
1 ‘ to all listenewrs, whatever their political

{ ) . views as supplementing what has so far
appeared in the Polish press. (Viesenthal -
acknowledged that be was uniikely to get
any credit in the Polish press.) One
important aim of the program appeared to bhs
to -show that the Polirh regime hasg no mo*ooolv
on the degire to brin:  war criminals to book.
Howover, the collectivée guilt thesis that
Viesenthal developed has ceriain anti-German
overtones. I think we should examine text
of the broadcast carcfully when it comes in
with this in mind, o )

'

N
L
B
e
<

S7L0 Program of recoxds.” Good reception.

Sibn o 2043 7190 ' Lecture on health. This program was a bore,
' - Perhaps il was intendﬁd for people in the ’
, countryside, but I doubt whctner they would
C ba vntorested
SD/A2 - 2LGT raRe fews, This was a particularly pgood and
) intelligent coverage of day's news, with
gpecial emphasis on items likely to be of
interest in Poland. Main news items
covaered -wera: - French elections {(annotiheer
meniioned that several Govermient ministexs
¢ defeated with help of Compunists); defection '
o Btalin's dauvghter (Polish press next day .
veneinted TAZS itow which was veferved to
in wroadceast, saying that she was abroad and - - i
it was Mor own businass how -ong -she stayed L
ithere); Vietnam (perfectly factual); new §
anti-Soviet demonstrations in. Teking; new ;
President of Jnaonesia; Mrs., Gondhil re- o }
2rocted prawier of India; power struggle in
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Page 4 of 7 papges of
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Irequency

-short to be of much interest.

Subject and Comments

T was looking for a commentary oﬁ_Ulbricht;
but didn't find one. HMust be a lot of

- material on Ulbricht Yom Poland' which could
. be used.

I

Commentary on defection of Svetlana Stalin,
Gave details of her life and heir defection
(according to accounts in British press).
Particularly timely.  Subject is of great
current interest in Poland., Commentary on
Sukarne, - Commentary cn Polish Days in Vienna,
Commentary on film director Skolikowski,

a propos of a Belgian nress avriicle, Too

C Broadecast from
London: #Eaglish lords open their castles to
the »ublice., (4 peculiar subject, not Likely
to be.of much interest here. No real hint

in program as to why this subject was chosen,)
Report on London Olympia show, Corncentrated
on gadgets, Of mavginal interest, (If
comparison with Polish national spring show

at Poznan was implied,. ‘this was not very cleax.)

Revicew of Furopean sports events. (Notihing
about Poles.) ' -

News, French elections; nevw Indian Governnent;
U, 5, digarmament head Foster in Rowe for talks
on non-proliferation treaty (useful ditew in
that it showed that G is not only couatry
Taising questions about 1t as iwmplied in Poligh

brass); U.3. hits Forith Vietnamose battalion in

Southx Vietnam (ot the typ@ of raporl.on
Vietnan which appears in Polish piess);

Lin; ¥est Berlin cloctions )
guined no
Teonnical

u. o,

{cosmunists
seats in Boerlin Senate); Nomanian
delegation in Britain; Worker in
lavnches fund raising campaipmn (item
cnad to show that YWovker is in financial
cuities bocause of Low civculation)

o “r e b . - Y - N L] PIPRR s
smowicw going, to lioscow; houses in

Svetlana

o, P R A
sSandowicas

R — .__i_—....__..
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Datz/T Frequency subject and Conments

3/13

Review of Western press oomzenta“y on Svetlana
Stalin's defection, mainly from New York '
and .o Honde. Point of {hese commentarics WS
U.S. delicacy in not wanting to give offensc
~to Kremlin at time of growing detente by
having Svetlana go directly to U,S8, Review

of Neue Zuxrcher Zeitung article on decision

of writdr Leopold Tyrmand not to return.to
- . Poland, This item wou d he of particular ‘

' interest to Polish int llectuals. It was ‘

presented in factual Way, as scen through oyas
of SVlS press,

2215 719

-~
LesS

(Gerernl comaznt:  Since this was day befowe Ulbricht visit, it scowms
Ayl that there was no HOMLIOH of this in news broadeast or fallowinsz

B
coiwentary.

+l. :u.d(.:...ubb;

Admitedly, I took in only about
but seems to me they should have

~

an hour and a half ol the
been Hitting .this bard.)

¥ ok ok ok

LSen d1nh 760 ke on Réceptibu excellaent. -ws broadcast. The
3C band news was celivered in a od objective atyla,
Pax tlcularlj notevorthy vc"ﬂ two Ltems: 1)
~the Ded Guard item included a quols ol
,Hvestwja regarding the arrest of officinls

) A-‘Jn nania

r’) the value
was emphasizeq,

i Canton;

of Nixon's tolks in
without maiking any

explicit ve

ference to tha Po

les'! xefusal %o

admit Nixon, I think the ordinary Pole wvould
b2 pleased to be ‘left {o his own conclusion
after the blatant point-making of the local
press,

2120

o0
.) Y

700 kc on Panceana. Hnia, Fwo items on raster celud
BC band Jin Rome and London. Again pood that no .
explicit moral was drawn, nTho’:oporL on the ; ‘
Gvugv Hoth passing Cape Horn was exci ting, in - i
ed contrast to the Polish reportuge of the :
swas event. Towwetl Canon stoxry., I though the
umvnﬁsﬁs on the owners' tremendous logs in
was a hit crass., No comment on the

rations

w
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Subject and Comments

7250 ke |
4.9 M band

L

(3 : (SN D] IpX D 7,
3/43 2200

..
Sl

. 6150 ke
L e 4,9 M band

11810 kc
25 M Dband

o pen e o B 3
G785 Lwsd 11810 KC
: ?:O )li ba.nd
-
e f O faXalhy 11818 ke
e PRIV Llu wo ARG
25 N band
VRPN EA) e LA S 1Y
3/23 Lkl 465C ke
a [P
gdooad pani
ANV L o RA) IS EaNetal T
VALK KA {00 ke
IR '
BC wand
) 0y Moo
ot Fan 2 u‘”'}

ey S A 1 ke yrr o g 2 1F 11 4
apgain tho Ypaviyzanci', thizs

Reception excellent. Dzennik Radiowy.
and elsewvhere the VC were referied to as
"partyzanci" in keeping with Polish press
practice, X think this is ill-advised. The
word is too evocative in the Polish mind and
has not one unfavorable oxr even neutral
connotation that I know of,

Hare

Reception poor, oftien blocked,

.

Reception good, News broadcast, Item.on

lussian spy ring was especially good, since
Lhe Polish press dgnored it.
Panorama Dnia. Same proJram as yesterday.

Musical dedication progran. .

Bettexr zeceptlion.

Good reception., Techuika Dzis 1 Jutro. .
Intevresting talk on development of air saféety
measures in U8, 0 Item on U, S, YFar fast policdy
from Vashington correspondent., Dalanced, but

tinme

Aside from the content, the reasonable and
fair style of the. reportags is in good cone

the bionsed and saxcastic ztone of

ish rrogs. '

. N . e

Bast Gewnmany referred to o "Bast

y'", wathes than "MD" This is '

although I con see sone good
don't think it nakeg

Poles.. Gossip ltems

P P 3 s P
4 goow impression on tne
BT 1 g smps vy o~ Pl B 4 o on o A (P
Treom Warsaw on o« 3 s0rs, protests
- - .y vy PR Y N ] 1oty 3 oeat Ao
and _£o on,’ nam RAME S, ¥ owould think this
i

PP T N o RN s .- Yy . VN RS
vl G B overxy fascinating to tho Poles,

in Thailand.
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Ad
SDate/Tine Frequency subject and Comments
3724 10U0 - T00 Ko neception excellent, News. Good itews
. BC band . included the new constitution in &V, Adas

Szaf's health troubles, and the U.S,~French”
pipeline agreement. A very interesting and
objective news broadcast all around. ‘

3/24 1610 700 ke . O szostej dziesiec, - The panel ol a record
: BC band request prograwm discusses their wonderful _
) - *ans back in Poland and all the nice lettexs
el ‘ ~ " they get., It is haxd to sece that this

program represents money's worth when they're
“not playing records.

feporting Cfficer5:Qé>obel/ﬁ?0ber,Jr./NTerreli:jpk 4/271/67
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