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TAGS: PFOR, KN, SW

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS ON TRAFFICKING BY NORTH

KOREAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL

 

REF: STOCKHOLM 5897

 

1.  MFA ISSUED FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE DATED OCTOBER 22

ON ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING IN ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND NARCOTICS

BY STAFF OF NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY IN STOCKHOLM.

 

2.  STATEMENT: THE NATIONAL SWEDISH POLICE BOARD

PRESENTED ON OCOBER 18 TO MFA A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON

SUSPICIONS AGAINST THE PERSONNEL OF THE EMBASSY

OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN

STOCKHOLM FOR HAVING DEALT ILLEGALLY WITH SPIRITS AND

TOBACCO, AS WELL AS NARCOTICS. IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS

THE POLICE RECEIVED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH CONFIRMED

THAT A NUMBER OF THE EMBASSY'S PERSONNEL HAD

PARTICIPATED IN THIS ILLEGAL ACTIVITY. FOUR SWEDISH

CITIZENS HAVE BEEN APPREHENDED; THEY HAVE ADMITTED

THAT THEY HAD BOUGHT CONSIDERABLE AMOUNTS OF SPIRITS

AND TOBACCO FROM THE EMBASSY OF THE PEOPLE'S

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF KOREA. THE MINISTRY FOR

FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN THE LAST

FEW DAYS INFORMED THE NORTH KOREAN AUTHORITIES ABOUT

THE STRONG SUSPICION THAT SEVERAL OF THE EMBASSY MEMBERS

HAVE ENGAGED IN ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES. THE MFA HAS ALSO

UNDERLINED THE INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES THIS WOULD HAVE

FOR THE PERSONS INVOLVED AND THEIR POSITIONS IN SWEDEN.

ON OCTOBER 21 AMBASSADOR KIL JAE GYONG LEFT SWEDEN. TWO

EMBASSY OFFICIALS HAVE LEFT TODAY. A COUPLE OF EMBASSY

OFFICIALS LEFT SWEDEN AT AN EARLIER DATE. THE

SWEDISH GOVERNMENT LOOKS UPON THIS MATTER SERIOUSLY.

HOWEVER, IT IS THE HOPE OF THE GOVERNMENT THAT THE

OTHERWISE NORMAL RELATIONS BETWEEN SWEDEN AND THE

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF KOREA WILL NOT BE

DISTURBED.

 

3.  PRESS ACCOUNTS INDICATE FIVE OF ORIGINLA NORTH

KOREAN EMBASSY STAFF OF TEN REMAIN IN STOCKHOLM,
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APPARENTLY UNTAINTED BY TRAFFICKING DISCLOSURES.

 

4.  FOREIGN MINISTER KARIN SODER, ALSO ON OCTOBER 22,

ISSUED STATEMENT TO PRESS REGARDING NORTH KOREAN CASE.

MFA SUMMARY OF SODER'S STATEMENT, IN UNOFFICIAL

TRANSLATION, AS FOLLOWS:

 

5.  "MS. KARIN SODER, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
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SAYS IN A STATEMENT TO THE SWEDISH CENTRAL NEWS

AGENCY CONCERNING THE NORTH KOREAN AFFAIR THAT IT MUST BE

CONSIDERED AN OUTRANGE THAT OFFICIALS OF A FOREIGN EMBASSY

IN STOCKHOLM SHOULD SO DEEPLY VIOLATE THEIR DIPLOMATIC

IMMUNITY. SPIRITIS AND TOBACCO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO

THE COUNTRY IN GREAT QUANTITIES AND HAVE BEEN SOLD

ILLEGALLY ON THE SWEDISH MARKET. SHIPMENTS OF NARCOTICS

HAVE BEEN DIRECTED VIA SWEDISH TERRITORY. IT IS

UNBELIEVABLE THAT OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF A

COUNTRY WITH WHICH WE HAVE NORMAL DIPLOMATIC

RELATIONS COULD INVOLVE THEMSELVES IN SUCH BLATENTLY

CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES."

SMITH
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