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EO 11652: N/A
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SUBJ: "DIPLOMATIC GANG" SEEN ACTIVE IN ALL OF SCANDINAVIA
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SUMMARY: DANISH MEDIA CONTINUED TO DEVOTE PRIME SPACE TO THE

NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATIC SCANDAL. ATTENTION TODAY (OCTOBER 20)

WAS DEVOTED TO STORIES ON ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE POLICE IN

SWEDEN AND FINLAND WHICH ARE BEING INTERPRETED AS PROOF

OF SIMILAR ILLEGAL NORTH KOREAN ACTIVITY IN THOSE

COUNTRIES. SPECULATION CONTINUES ON HOW THE PROFITS

FROM THE ILLICIT ACTIVITIES WERE USED AND FEATURE

ARTICLES DISCUSS NORTH KOREAN DEBT DEFAULTS AND NORTH

KOREA AS A REFUGE FOR TERRORISTS. DANISH FOREIGN

MINISTER NOW STATES THAT HE BELIEVES THE CRIMES WERE NOT

COMMITTED FOR THE PERSONAL ADVANTAGE OF THE DIPLOMATS;

HE EXPECTS REPLACEMENTS TO STAFF THE EMBASSY TO ARRIVE

SOON AND CONTINUES TO EXCLUDE A BREAK IN RELATIONS.

END SUMMARY.

 

1. ALL PAPERS REPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE POLICE IN

SWEDEN AND FINLAND AND CONCLUDE THAT IN THOSE

COUNTRIES TOO THE NORTH KOREANS HAD ABUSED THEIR

DIPLOMATIC STATUS. AKTUELT (SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC) REPORTS

THAT THE NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR IN STOCKHOLM DENIED TO

THE PREE THEIR HAVING DONE ANYTHING WRONG. THE PAPER

COMMENTED THAT THE AMBASSADOR DID NOT REFER TO HIS PRIOR

EXPULSION FROM NORWAY IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE SWEDISH

PRESS REPRESENTATIVES.

 

2. AKTUELT ALSO CARRIED AN INTERVIEW WITH A SPOKESMAN

FOR THE DANISH-NORTH KOREAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY WHO

REVEALED THAT ALTHOUGH THE NAME OF SOCIETY HAD BEEN USED

AS PUBLISHER ON A VAST ARRAY OF POSH BOOKS (MOSTLY

EXALTING KIM IT SUNG) PUT OUT BY EMBASSY, THE SOCIETY

WAS NOT RESPONSIBLE. "WE DON'T HAVE THAT KIND OF

MONEY", THE SPOKESMAN IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID.

 

3. BERLINGSKE TIDENDE ( INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE) FRONT-

PAGED A SPECULATIVE ARTICLE ON HOW NORTH KOREANS USED

PROFITS AND FROM TRADE IN NARCOTICS, LIQUOR AND CIGARETTES.

THE AUTHOR ASSERTED THAT THE PROCEEDS WERE USED TO TRAIN

AND EQUIP MORE THAN 5000 TERRORISTS WHO HAD FOUND REFUGE

IN NORTH KOREA IN THE LAST FEW YEARS. LIKE LIBYA, THE

ARTICLE SAID, NORTH KOREA HAS BEEN GUILTY OF ORGANIZING

A LONG SERIES OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN
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THE FAR EAST AND EUROPE, INCLUDING HIJACKINGS AND

ASSISSINATION ATTEMPTS.

 

4. THE PROBLEMS OF THE DANISH COMPANIES SABROE AND

DANNEBROG IN COLLECTING DEBTS OWED BY NORTH KOREA WERE

DISCUSSED IN THE WIDER CONTEXT OF OVERALL NORTH KOREAN

INDEBTEDNESS. POLITIKEN (INDEPENDENT LEFT-OF-CENTER)
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STATES THAT NORTH KOREAN FOREIGN DEBT IS BETWEEN $1,200

MILLIONS AND $2,000 MILLIONS. THE FEATURE ARTICLE

CONCLUDES THAT IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS NOT SURPRIS-

ING THAT THE NORTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT PUTS ITS DIPLOMATS

TO WORK TO HELP PAY EXPENSES.

 

5. MIN AVISEN (THE DAILY OF THE "NATIONAL" COMMUNIST, SOCIALIST

PEOPLE'S PARTY) EDITORIALIZED ON THE POLITICAL ASPECTS

OF NORTH KOREANS' CRIMES NOTING THAT ALTHOUGH "SITUATION

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA" (READ US IMPERIALISM) WAS NOT CHANGED

ONE IOTA BY THE NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR'S BEHAVIOR IN

DENMARK, GREATER DIFFICULTY WOULD BE ENCOUNTERED IN

TRYING TO PERSUADE OTHERS OF "THE MAGNIFICENCE AND

STRENGTH OF NORTH KOREAN STATE".

 

6. THE PRESS APPEARS GENERALLY UNINFORMED REGARDING THE

PRESENT ACTIVITIES OF THE EXPELLED DIPLOMATS. THERE

ARE SOME REPORTS OF THE DEPARTURE OF TWO AND THE

ARRIVAL OF TWO NEW ONES. INFORMATION (LEFTIST

INTELLECTUAL) CARRIES A STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER

K.B. ANDERSEN IN WHICH HE DENIES KNOWLEDGE OF THE

ARRIVAL OF NEW PERSONNEL TO MAN THE NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY.

POLITIKEN REPORTS THAV EMBASSY PERSONNEL, APPARENTLY FED

UP WITH ATTENTION FROM THE PRESS, HAVE MOUNTED A LOUDSPEAKER

OUTSIDE THE CHANCERY THROUGH WHICH LOUD NORTH KOREAN

MUSIC IS TRANSMITTED IN AN EFFORT TO DROWN OUT THE

BARRAGE OF PRESS INQUIRIES.

 

7. FOREIGN MINISTER ANDERSEN, IN PRESS INTERVIEW AND

ON TELEVISION, STATED THAT IN THE LIGHT OF THE IMPLICATION

OF NORTH KOREANS IN OTHER COUNTRIES IN ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING

IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THEY ACTED IN A PERSONAL

CAPACITY. HE DOUBTED THEY WOULD BE PUNISHED

ON RETURN HOME. PRIME MINISTER ANKER JORGENSEN IS QUOTED
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IN INFORMATION AS SAYING THAT THE NORTH KOREANS WOULD

HAVE NO REASON TO FEAR ANYTHING WHEN THEY RETURN HOME.

DEAN
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