Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

December 15, 1981

Intelligence Information Cable, '‘Background to the
Polish Imposition of Martial Law'’

Citation:
"Intelligence Information Cable, 'Background to the Polish Imposition of Martial Law'",

December 15, 1981, Wilson Center Digital Archive, CIA declassification, '2008
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/165338

Summary:
Report comes after the declaration of martial law, and takes intelligence from a former

Polish General Staff Officer to illuminate some of the details that went into the planning
of martial law.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from MacArthur Foundation
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

W

Nilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

R ) oA

Intelligence information Cable \ /
T
\\:fa\
Yl
THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE e
RELEASE IN PARTTHIS DOCUMENT MaY NBT-BE~REPRODU( .
RODUCER D8~ £383-
< EXEMPTION: HR70-14 | ECITE TDF|RDB-315/28383-¢
DATE: 08-19-2008 DIST 15 DECEMSER 2
REPORT CLASS . .
COUNTRY POLAND/USSR }
SUBJECT BACKGROUND TO THE POLISH INPOSITION OF nARTIAL LAY
~ {DOI: DECEMBER 1981}
" SOURCE A FORMER POLISH GENERAL STAFF OFFICER WHO MADE THE

FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON H PAST RIEN ND
CONTACTS. HE HAS REPORTED RELIABLY IN THE PAST.

1. FOLLOWING ARE CONMMENTS ON THE LATEST POLISH DEVELOPHENTS

BY A FORNER POLISH GENERAL STAFF OFFICER:

A. THE INTRODUCTION OF RARTIAL LAY UAS NOT A L&ST MINUTE
DECISION. THE AUTHORITIES HAD PLANNED IT SINCE LATE OCTOBER.

AND ON 30 OCTOBER THEY BECAN COORDINATION OF THE MARTIAL LAU

PLANS WITH THEIR ALLIES.

B. ACCORDING TO SOVIET DEMAWDS. TO3AL POWER WILL BE

CONCENTRATED IN THE MILITARY COUNCIL*OF NATICWAL SALVATION.
WHICH UILL ASSUME THE ROLE OF LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE

AUTHORITY. MEADING THE COUNCIL WILL BE PREMIZR WQJIECH
JARUZELSKIN AND GE’EP TABEUSZ TUCZAPSKI FLORIAN SIUICKIA

EUGENIUSZ NMOLCZYK. JOZEF LLUZYCKI s HZLRYIL RAPACEWICZA

CLODZINITRI OLIWAS TADEUSZ KRIPIKIS LONSIN LOZOWICKIA
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THIS DOCUMEMT W&y 10T 2T NEPRODUCED.

CZE}L‘U KIS2C2AK+ TADEUSZ HUPALOWSKI. CZESLAL PLOTROWSKI.

EDWARD PORADKO AND NAVAL COMMANDER LUDLIK JANCZYSZYN. . THIS

MEANS THAT TQEvTHREE MOST IHPdR%ANT'HINISTRY OF DEFENSE VICE
MINISTERS. TﬁE COMMANDERS OF THE MILITARY DISTRI(CTS ANb

SERVICE BRANCHESs THE HEADS OF THE POLISH INTELLIGENCE

SERVICES AND THREE KEY CIVILIAN NINISTERS {MHO'ARE ALSOIGENERALS}

WILL COMPRISE THE MILITARY COUNCIL. CIVILIAN MEMBERS WILL
BE_SECRETARY OF THE WARSAU PROVINCIAL PARTY STANISLAY KOCIOLEK

AND KATOWICE FIRST SECRETARY ANDRZEJ ZABINSKI. IT SHOULD'BE

NOTED THAT THE LATTER TWO INDIVIDUALS ARE CONSIDERED 70 BE -

"MOSCOY'S MEN™ AND HAVE EXTENSIVE CONTACTS AMONG ENTERPRISE-
LEVEL PERSONNEL IN. TWO KEY PROVINCES. - { |conmenT;

'SOURCE COMPILED THIS LIST PRIOR 76 THE 14 DECENBER ANNOUNCENENT
OF THE NMILITARY COUNCIL'S CONPOSITION. HISSING FROM SOURCE'S LIST

ARE GENERALS JOZEF BARYLAs MICHAL JANISZEZYSKI~ JERZY JAROIZ

AND COLONEL MIROSLAY HERMASZEWSKI. NO CIVILIAN NEMEERS OF
[HE COUNCIL HAVE YET BEEN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED.} THE GENERAL
STAFF OF THE POLISH ARMED FORCES IS COORDINATING THE OPERATICN.

SOVIET NARSHAL.KULIK0V1 GENERAL GRI3ZKOV AWD GENERALL SHOHEGLOV

ARE ALVISING FOR THE USSK.

TRE POLISH AIR FORCE 7T T0 T2

pa——y

‘T OVER  ALL CONMIRCIAL

1€igsem conteals)
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AIRPORTS~ INCLUDING AIRCRAFT. THE NAVY UAS TO BLOCK ALL

-MAJOR HARBORS AND THE SOVIET BALTIC FLEET WAS 70 DEPLOY IN THE

EXTERIOR LIMITS OF THE POLISH BALTIC WATERS. .
D. 'SOVIET FORCES UILL PROBABLY REMAIN IN' THE WESTERN
AREA OF THE USSR AND CAK INTERVENE IN THE EVENT POLISH FORCES
ENCOUNTER DIFFICULTIES IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF MARTIAL LAU-
E. SOVIET MILITARY INTERVENTION IS NOT EXPECTED UNLESS

CIVIL WAR BREAKS OUT AND AUTHORITIES ASK FOR SOVIET HELP IN

_WHICH THE WARSAW PACT TROOPSw 15 DIVISIONS IN ALLs UILL
w’

INTERVENE {INCLUDING 12 sov:ET'vazszows .

.’-‘N’WJ_-Q!

F. UNDER IDEAL CONDITIONS. THE SITUATION IN POLEND
UNDER MARTIAL LAY UILL UNFOLD AS FOLLOES:
1} A GEMERAL ANNFSTY WIil BT OFFCRED TO INDIVIDUALS |

‘FORNERLY LINKED UITH ANTI-REGIME ACTIVITIES. THESE INDIVIDUALS.

NOU UKDER ARREST. WILL BE INTERSIVELY PRESSURED T0 COOPEIRATE

WITH THE DECISIONS OF THE NILITARY COUNCIL AiDs TO SONE EXTENT. - L

WITH THE SECURITY.SERVICE- A SHALL GROUP CF SOLIDARITY RADICALS

SUCH AS JAN RULEWSKI+ ZSIGWIEW BUJAX. MARIAN JURCZYK. AND

AHDRZEJ GUTAZIA~ WHO ARE UMLIKELY 70 (4OPTFATE. BILL BF

~ 'uu-..

BRCUGHT T0 TRIAL. : . .

RET
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THIS DOCUMENT MAY BT Bf RISRLLUCED

2} "FORMNLR FARTY AND GOYVERLNEINT. LZADERS RESPONSIBLE

FOR ECOhOHIC CRIMES UILL ALSO BE IfTEFNEDs BUT. THIS MOVE ©ILL

BE MEANT ONLY FOR PUBLIC CON’UNPlION IT IS UNLIKELY THAT

THESE FORNER LEADERS WILL BE BROUGHT TO0 TRIAL. '
> 3 TELEVISION+ RADIO AND PRESS CORRESPONDENTS UILL

BE INTERVIEWED. ONCE IT IS BELIEVID THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS

WILL COOPERATE WITH THE MILITARY COUNCIL~ RESTRICTIONS ON

THE DPONMESTIC PRESS WILL BE EASED. JRP PP
bz THE GOVERNMENT WILL ATTEMPT T0 PEOQGAN”ZE A

"WORKERS SOLIDARITY»"™ WHICH WILL COOPERATEVUITH THE MILITARY

COUNCIL IN RUCK THE SAME WAY AS BRANCH TRADE UNIONS CURRENTLY
COOPERATE WITH THE REGIME.

5} STRIKES IN THE EN’ERPPISLS1 SHOULD THEY APISLﬁ
WILL BE COUNTERED BY MEANS oOF DIVERS&ON {GOVERNMENT AGENTS AT
A —
THE WORKPLACEXs MEANS OF PERSUASTION. PEOFAGANDA AND THREATS

i I THZ "ISOLATIONT
IF NECESSARY. FOOD FOR STRIKES WILL BE

OF VIOLENCE.
OF THE ENTERPRISE.

=y
\Lou

PROLONGED STRIKES WILL

CUT OFF+ AS WILL ELECTRICITY AND

BATER. AUTHORITIES ARE
PREFARED FOR THE STRIKES TO LAST FRII A FLu D&¥S TO MANY UEEKS:
HOUEVER THE LATEST ESTIMATES DIP U0- CONTIDER ‘THE LATTER £S
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THIS boc:nga?\qfv_3_1_::52:Fncnuts: i
FOPULATION IS EXPECTED T0 RISPECT THE PROVISTONS OF nAR:zAt"Law.
’ L} ESSENTIAL INDUSTRIES SUCH S TRARSPORTs COMMUNICATIO
POWER. ETC.,UILL BE MILITARIZED.

?} A KEY TASK WILL EC TO THROW FOOD RESERVES+ EVEN

—————

" MILITARY FOOD RICSERVES. ON THE MARKET.® THIS IS PARTICULARLY IM-
~ PORTANT OVER THE HOLIDAY SEASON. THE UARSAM PACT .ALLIES

WILL INCREASE FOOD DELIVERIES DURING THIS PERIOD.  {SOURCE
COMMENT: THIS WILL BE THE MOTT IMPCRTANT TASK FACING"THE
REGIME.)

6} ONCE IT BECOMIS AFPARENT THAT STRIKES- ANTI-.
REGINE LEAFLETS AND OTHER PROTEST ACTIVITY IS RARKEDLY
DECREASING~ A GRADUAL EASING OF CURFEY RESTRICTIONS UILL. GCCUR.

9} OF COURSE. THERE ARE DIFFEREUT VARIATICNS 0F PGPULAR
REACTION 70 MARTIAL LAY TO CONSIDER. SHOULD VIDESPREAD

STRIKES CONTINUE- THE CITIZENS MILITIA WILL @QUILL THEM. SHOLLD

THEY FAIL. THE SRNY LILL MOVE IR, VARTOUS REANT- IWCLUDING THE USE &
CLUBS AND RIOT COIJTROL AG ‘J»...-,UILL BE USED T0 BRIWG THEC ‘SITU&'\TION
UNDER CONTROL. xIR:.APH.u HOWEVERS HTLL NOI BE_LUSED AGATINST.

——

THL_SUBLIC AS THE RCGINE FLARS & RESCTITICN OF THL 2.

RIQTS OF 1370, AIR AuD WAVAL TRELLPS 4ILL K2

Lfissem premten's”
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| AND NAVAL 3ASES. RATHER- THE 150.0C0C STRONG GROUND TROOPS WILL

| BE USED IN SUCH ACTIVITIES. Gi(E THE- PUBLIC BECOMES AWARD AS
‘ TO AOW THINLY SUCH TROOPS ARE SPREADs AND THE FACT THAT SUCH

TROOPS DO NOT USE DEADLY FORCE~ TROUBLE NMAY RESULT.

G- FOR ,BACKGROUND~ SOURCE SAID THAT THE CHANGING

VICW AMONG “THE POLISH MILITARY PERSOWNEL TOWARD SOLIDARITY MAY
; BE SUMMED UP AS FOLLOUS:
| 1} SPRING 1981--THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR.
SOLIDARITY AND POLITICAL DEMOCRATIZATIONS

g} sunnER,1q51--TH£.REALIZATIQN AMONG OFFICERS
THAT THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IS WORSENING AND THAT SOLIDARITY IS
PARTLY TO BLAME. 1IN ADDITION. MOUMTING CRITICISM BY SOLIDARITY
REGARDING MILITARY CORRUPTION AND THE MISUSE OF PRIVILEGES.
AS WELL AS THE IDEA THAT TME "MILITARY IS AGAINST™ SOLIDARITY

| STIRRED UF A GOOD DEAL OF RESENTMENT.

3} AUTUNN 1583--MOUNTING PUSLIC CRITICISM OF JARUZELSKI
AS BEING INEPT OR INCAPABLE. IS EQUATED BY MILITARY OFFICERS |
AS AN ATTACK ON THE RILITARYS |

43 LASTLY. THE RENMOVAL OF KAHIA AS PARTY LEADER IN

! CCTCEERN 18581+ INFICATED TO NOST NILITARY OFFICLCRT THAT 2
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"REDICAL SOLUTION™ WAS THL OKLY ALTERNATIVE T4 THE DERITTIC
CRISIS. |
H. SOURCE REPORTED THAT THE POLISH GENERAL STAFF HAS

ASCERTAIN ON THE BASIS OF SCME FRAGMENTARY REPORTS. THAT
-TH\‘SOVIET HAVE REORGANIZED RIGIMENTS OF THEIR TWO "PERMANENT"
DIVISIONS Loﬁafin ON POLISH TERRITORY INTG SIX "TRUNCATED
DIVISIONS.". EACH OF THESE ™TRUNCATED DPIVISIONS™ IS COMPOSED

OF 4 COMBINATION OF ABOUT 300 TANKS AMD ARFORED YEMICLES AND
ADEQUATE NUMBERS OF PERSONNEL TO OFERATE THEM: EXCLUDED FROM
THE "TRUNCATED DIVISIONS™ ARE ENGINEER. CHEMICAL AND ROCKET
TROOPS AND THE LIKE. AS THESE WOULD WOT BE NECESSARY FOR
ACTIONS IN POLISH CITIES. AS OF THE SUMMER OF .1931. POLISH
GENERAL STAFF PERSONNEL SELTEVED THAT THE "TRUNCATED DIVISIONST
UERE LOCATED IN FORESTED AREAS SURRGUNDING THE "PERMANENT™

SOVIET FACILITIES AT BORKRE-SULINOUO AND SUIETLSIOGU.

terrem pentraly)
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